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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which type of pipe is commonly used for drain, waste, and vent (DWV)
systems?
A. CPVC
B. PVC
C. Cast iron
D. Galvanized steel

2. When considering plumbing fixture load factors, which fixture has a DFU
value of 2?
A. Toilet
B. Kitchen sink
C. Lavatory
D. Urinal

3. What does the term "potable water" refer to?
A. Water that is unsafe to drink
B. Water that is suitable for irrigation
C. Water that is safe to drink
D. Water that is used for industrial purposes

4. What is a common indicator of a sewer line blockage?
A. Foul odor
B. High water pressure
C. Clear water flow
D. Low water usage

5. What does the acronym "FVC" stand for in plumbing terminology?
A. Fixture vent connection
B. Fixed valve control
C. Fluid vapor channel
D. Fast valve coupling
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6. What is the most common type of plastic used in residential plumbing?
A. PVC
B. PE
C. CPVC
D. PEX

7. What is the primary purpose of a hose bib?
A. To provide a water source for outdoor use
B. To connect to a washing machine
C. To filter drinking water
D. To drain excess water from pipes

8. Which of the following is a common type of joint used in copper pipe
connections?
A. Solder joint
B. Compression joint
C. Welded joint
D. Threaded joint

9. What is the primary function of a main water valve?
A. To regulate the temperature of hot water
B. To control the flow of water into the building
C. To measure water usage for billing
D. To filter out impurities in the water supply

10. What is a common application for a sewage pump in residential
plumbing?
A. Pumping rainwater
B. Disposing of kitchen waste
C. Removing wastewater from a basement
D. Circulating hot water
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. C
4. A
5. A
6. D
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Which type of pipe is commonly used for drain, waste, and vent (DWV)
systems?
A. CPVC
B. PVC
C. Cast iron
D. Galvanized steel

The type of pipe that is commonly used for drain, waste, and vent (DWV) systems is PVC. This is primarily
because PVC (polyvinyl chloride) possesses several beneficial properties that make it an ideal choice for
plumbing applications. It is lightweight, which eases handling and installation. Additionally, PVC is resistant to
corrosion and many chemicals that may be found in waste disposal, ensuring the longevity and reliability of the
system.  Furthermore, PVC pipes are readily available in various sizes and are cost-effective compared to other
materials. Their smooth interior surfaces facilitate the efficient flow of waste material, reducing the likelihood of
clogs. PVC also has a good track record for durability under normal plumbing conditions, making it a preferred
material for DWV systems in both residential and commercial applications.

2. When considering plumbing fixture load factors, which fixture has a DFU
value of 2?
A. Toilet
B. Kitchen sink
C. Lavatory
D. Urinal

The correct answer is the kitchen sink, which has a Drainage Fixture Unit (DFU) value of 2. This value is part of
the plumbing industry's system for quantifying the demand that different fixtures place on a drainage system.
The DFU system allows plumbers and designers to calculate the total possible load on the plumbing system to
ensure proper sizing of pipes and drainage.  A kitchen sink typically has a higher usage associated with it
compared to some other fixtures, due to the potential for simultaneous use and the volume of water it may need
to handle, especially during cooking and cleaning activities. This is why it is assigned a DFU value of 2.  In
contrast, toilets have a DFU value of 3, lavatories generally have a DFU value of 1, and urinals can vary but often
have values either lower than or equal to that of the kitchen sink. Understanding these values streamlines the
design process and ensures that systems can accommodate the water flow and drainage requirements of
multiple fixtures in use at the same time.

3. What does the term "potable water" refer to?
A. Water that is unsafe to drink
B. Water that is suitable for irrigation
C. Water that is safe to drink
D. Water that is used for industrial purposes

The term "potable water" refers specifically to water that is safe for human consumption. This includes water
that meets health and safety standards for drinking, cooking, and other uses where human health is directly
involved. For water to be deemed potable, it must be free from harmful levels of pathogens, toxic chemicals, and
contaminants that could pose a risk to health.   In contrast, water labeled as unsafe for drink, suitable for
irrigation, or used solely for industrial purposes does not meet the criteria for potable water, highlighting the
critical distinction in the context of health and safety for consumption. Understanding this term is essential for
ensuring public health and compliance with plumbing regulations that govern the use and distribution of water.
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4. What is a common indicator of a sewer line blockage?
A. Foul odor
B. High water pressure
C. Clear water flow
D. Low water usage

A foul odor is a common indicator of a sewer line blockage because it suggests that sewage or waste is unable
to flow properly through the pipes and is instead backing up into areas where it should not be. This stagnation
can lead to the accumulation of gases, such as hydrogen sulfide, which give off a distinctive and unpleasant
smell.   When a sewer line is blocked, not only is the wastewater unable to exit the property, but it can also cause
an unpleasant buildup of odors. Homeowners often notice this odor coming from drains, toilets, or in the yard,
indicating that there is a problem with the sewer system that needs addressing.  In contrast, high water pressure
is usually associated with issues related to the supply lines rather than a blockage. Clear water flow suggests
that the plumbing is functioning properly, as water is flowing freely without obstruction. Low water usage does
not typically indicate a blockage in the sewer line either; it might relate to factors like less frequent use of
plumbing fixtures or dry conditions in a household.

5. What does the acronym "FVC" stand for in plumbing terminology?
A. Fixture vent connection
B. Fixed valve control
C. Fluid vapor channel
D. Fast valve coupling

The acronym "FVC" in plumbing terminology stands for "Fixture Vent Connection." This term refers to the
necessary ventilation that allows fixtures to operate effectively without creating negative pressure that could
siphon water from traps, potentially leading to sewer gas entering the living space. The proper installation of
fixture vent connections is crucial for the maintenance of system integrity, ensuring that wastewater can flow
freely and that traps maintain a water seal.   Understanding this term is important for plumbing professionals as
it relates to the overall health of plumbing systems, including ensuring proper drainage and venting, which
prevents odors and protects public health. By knowing the role of a fixture vent connection, plumbers can design
and install systems that comply with plumbing codes and standards, ultimately enhancing the reliability and
safety of plumbing installations.

6. What is the most common type of plastic used in residential plumbing?
A. PVC
B. PE
C. CPVC
D. PEX

The most common type of plastic used in residential plumbing is PEX (cross-linked polyethylene). PEX has
gained significant popularity in recent years due to its flexibility, ease of installation, and resistance to scale and
chlorine. It can expand and contract, has a lower risk of freezing and bursting in cold temperatures, and is
available in long lengths, which reduces the number of fittings required. This can lead to cost savings in both
material and labor during installation.  Additionally, PEX does not corrode or develop pinhole leaks, which can be
a concern with other materials like copper. It is also resistant to chemicals found in water. These features make
PEX a preferred choice for many plumbing systems in residential applications, especially for hot and cold water
lines.  While other types of plastics like PVC and CPVC are used in plumbing, particularly for drain, waste, and
vent systems as well as hot water distribution (in the case of CPVC), PEX's advantages in flexibility and
resistance to damage from temperature fluctuations and pressure changes contribute to its status as the most
common plastic material in residential plumbing.
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7. What is the primary purpose of a hose bib?
A. To provide a water source for outdoor use
B. To connect to a washing machine
C. To filter drinking water
D. To drain excess water from pipes

The primary purpose of a hose bib is to provide a water source for outdoor use. Hose bibs are typically installed
on the exterior of buildings and are designed to allow easy access to water for activities such as gardening,
washing vehicles, or filling containers. They are equipped with standard hose threads, enabling the user to
attach a garden hose or other fittings for various outdoor applications. This function is vital for homeowners as
it facilitates the use of water in outdoor settings without needing to run hoses or pipes from indoor plumbing
systems, making it a convenient and essential feature for many outdoor tasks.

8. Which of the following is a common type of joint used in copper pipe
connections?
A. Solder joint
B. Compression joint
C. Welded joint
D. Threaded joint

A solder joint is a common type of connection used in copper pipe systems. This method involves heating the
copper pipe and the solder material until the solder melts and flows into the joint, creating a strong and durable
bond once cooled. Solder joints are widely used in plumbing because they allow for a secure seal that can
withstand high pressures and temperatures.  This technique is favored for its effectiveness in preventing leaks
and its ability to create a smooth interior surface, which is essential for maintaining water flow within the pipes.
Solder joints also do not require additional fittings, making them beneficial for certain installations where space
is limited.   While compression joints, welded joints, and threaded joints are used in different contexts or with
different types of materials, they are not as prevalent in copper plumbing as solder joints. Compression joints
typically involve fittings that compress against the pipe, welded joints are more common in metalworking but not
with copper plumbing, and threaded joints are used primarily with pipes that can accommodate threading, which
does not apply to the majority of copper piping setups. Therefore, solder joints are the preferred choice for
copper connections in plumbing.

9. What is the primary function of a main water valve?
A. To regulate the temperature of hot water
B. To control the flow of water into the building
C. To measure water usage for billing
D. To filter out impurities in the water supply

The primary function of a main water valve is to control the flow of water into the building. This valve serves as
the main point of closure for the water supply line, allowing a homeowner or plumber to easily shut off the water
supply in case of emergencies, such as leaks or repairs that need to be made in the plumbing system. By
controlling this flow, the main water valve ensures that the water supply can be managed effectively, providing
safety and convenience in residential or commercial plumbing systems.   Understanding the significance of the
main water valve is crucial for maintaining plumbing integrity and for performing repairs without causing
extensive water damage. Its role is distinct when compared to other functions like temperature regulation, water
usage measurement, or filtration, which are managed by different components in a plumbing system.
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10. What is a common application for a sewage pump in residential
plumbing?
A. Pumping rainwater
B. Disposing of kitchen waste
C. Removing wastewater from a basement
D. Circulating hot water

A sewage pump is specifically designed for the purpose of removing wastewater that contains solid waste,
particularly from areas of a home where gravity drainage is not feasible, such as basements. In situations where
the basement is below the level of the main sewer line, a sewage pump collects the wastewater and pumps it up
to the level where it can flow freely into the sewer system. This is essential for maintaining proper sanitation and
preventing sewage backflow or flooding in the living space.  In contrast, while rainwater management is
important, and kitchen waste disposal involves different types of plumbing systems (e.g., garbage disposals),
they do not pertain to the sewage pump's primary function. Similarly, circulating hot water pertains to a different
plumbing system focused on heating and HVAC rather than sewage disposal. Therefore, the correct answer
emphasizes the critical role of sewage pumps in managing wastewater effectively in residential plumbing,
especially in low-lying areas like basements.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://aljourneymanplumbingpretest.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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