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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What was the significance of the phrase 'no taxation without
representation' in the period leading to the war?
A. It referred to trade restrictions.
B. It captured the core colonial grievance that Parliament lacked legitimacy to

tax the colonies without their consent.
C. It was about military conscription.
D. It supported Parliament's right to tax.

2. On which date and at which locations were the first shots of the American
Revolutionary War fired?
A. April 19, 1775, at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts.
B. July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia.
C. December 25, 1776, in Trenton.
D. June 17, 1775, at Bunker Hill.

3. What was the main goal of Committees of Correspondence?
A. Regulating colonial trade
B. Drafting the Constitution
C. Organizing a standing army
D. Sending delegates to the First Continental Congress

4. Who was the African-American laborer killed in the Boston Massacre?
A. Crispus Attucks
B. Peter Salem
C. Paul Revere
D. Samuel Adams

5. Name two key American generals who played major roles in the Southern
Campaign.
A. George Washington and Henry Lee
B. Nathanael Greene and Daniel Morgan
C. Benedict Arnold and John Sevier
D. Francis Marion and Horatio Gates
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6. Which river served as the western boundary of the United States in the
1783 treaty terms?
A. Hudson River.
B. Mississippi River.
C. Colorado River.
D. Rio Grande.

7. What was a primary purpose of the Committees of Correspondence?
A. To provide a system of communication among patriot leaders and unite the

colonies
B. To regulate trade policies
C. To organize a standing army
D. To draft a constitution

8. In colonial America, what term describes a person who supported
independence from Britain?
A. Patriot
B. Loyalist
C. Redcoat
D. Ally

9. Which treaty ended the American Revolutionary War and in what year was it
signed?
A. The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1781.
B. The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1783.
C. The Peace of Paris, signed in 1782.
D. The Treaty of Ghent, signed in 1783.

10. Who authored the Declaration of Independence?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. John Adams
C. Benjamin Franklin
D. James Madison
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. D
4. A
5. B
6. B
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What was the significance of the phrase 'no taxation without
representation' in the period leading to the war?
A. It referred to trade restrictions.
B. It captured the core colonial grievance that Parliament lacked legitimacy to

tax the colonies without their consent.
C. It was about military conscription.
D. It supported Parliament's right to tax.

The main idea is that taxation requires consent through representation. Colonists argued that Parliament could
not legitimately tax them because they had no elected representatives there. The slogan distills the belief that
the authority to tax comes only with the colonists’ own consent, not from distant lawmaking without their voice.
When Parliament tried to raise revenue from the colonies through acts like the Stamp Act and subsequent
measures, the colonists saw this as unlawful, since they lacked direct representation to approve such taxes. This
frame turned a series of specific taxes into a broader constitutional principle, fueling protests, encouraging
colonial unity, and helping push the movement toward independence. It isn’t about trade restrictions, military
conscription, or Parliament’s right to tax in general; it specifically rejects taxation without actual representation
and supports the idea that legitimate tax power requires the governed to have a say.

2. On which date and at which locations were the first shots of the American
Revolutionary War fired?
A. April 19, 1775, at Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts.
B. July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia.
C. December 25, 1776, in Trenton.
D. June 17, 1775, at Bunker Hill.

The main idea here is knowing where armed conflict first erupted in the American Revolution. The very first shots
were fired on April 19, 1775, when British troops marched from Boston toward Lexington and Concord in
Massachusetts. Colonial militiamen met them at Lexington, and fighting continued as the British moved on to
Concord, where more shots occurred during their retreat. That moment—the “shot heard round the world” at
Lexington and the ensuing clashes at Concord—marks the start of the Revolutionary War and the start of armed
struggle between Britain and the American colonies.  Other dates in the options refer to later events or
non-battle milestones. July 4, 1776 is when the colonies declared independence, not when fighting began. The
date associated with Trenton is late December 1776, and the famous Battle of Trenton occurred on December
26, 1776. June 17, 1775 is the Battle of Bunker Hill, an early but not the first major engagement.

3. What was the main goal of Committees of Correspondence?
A. Regulating colonial trade
B. Drafting the Constitution
C. Organizing a standing army
D. Sending delegates to the First Continental Congress

Committees of Correspondence aimed to knit the colonies together through shared information and coordinated
action in response to British policies. By maintaining networks that spread news, grievances, and plans, they
created a framework for intercolonial cooperation. That setup made possible the assembly of representatives
from multiple colonies to meet at the First Continental Congress, a decisive step toward a unified colonial
stance. The point of these committees was to organize this intercolonial action and connection, not to regulate
trade, draft the Constitution, or organize a standing army.
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4. Who was the African-American laborer killed in the Boston Massacre?
A. Crispus Attucks
B. Peter Salem
C. Paul Revere
D. Samuel Adams

Crispus Attucks is the name that fits the description: an African-American laborer who died during the Boston
Massacre. On the night of March 5, 1770, British troops fired into a crowd in Boston, and Attucks was one of the
first victims. His death became a powerful symbol for colonial resistance and helped galvanize public opposition
to British policies, imprinting him in history as the massacre’s notable Black casualty and often regarded as the
first martyr of the American Revolution. The other figures listed were not killed in that event—one is remembered
for later battles, another for his role as a silversmith and propagandist who survived, and Samuel Adams was a
political leader who also survived—so Attucks best matches the description.

5. Name two key American generals who played major roles in the Southern
Campaign.
A. George Washington and Henry Lee
B. Nathanael Greene and Daniel Morgan
C. Benedict Arnold and John Sevier
D. Francis Marion and Horatio Gates

In the Southern Campaign, leadership that could wear down British forces and win decisive checks in tight spots
mattered most. Nathanael Greene and Daniel Morgan fit that role for the Continental Army. Greene took
command in the Carolinas and brought a patient, attritional approach: he avoided large, costly set battles when
the odds were against him, lived off the land, used mobility to deny the British sustainable advantages, and kept
the army intact while drawing Cornwallis northward. His strategy culminated in forcing British operations into
Virginia and setting up the climactic pressure that led to Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown.  Morgan,
meanwhile, delivered a turning-point victory at Cowpens. He arranged a clever two-tier line of militia and
regulars, followed a disciplined retreat to lure the British into a trap, and then unleashed a precise counterattack
that shattered the British forces and boosted American morale. This win helped push the British campaign
further north and contributed to the shift of the war’s momentum toward final American success.  Together,
Greene’s strategic pressure and Morgan’s tactical victory epitomize the major contributions of American
generals in the Southern Campaign. Other options include leaders who were prominent in other theaters or roles,
but the two who most defined the South’s fighting spirit and outcomes are Greene and Morgan.
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6. Which river served as the western boundary of the United States in the
1783 treaty terms?
A. Hudson River.
B. Mississippi River.
C. Colorado River.
D. Rio Grande.

After the Revolutionary War, the United States and Britain drew the new nation’s borders in the Treaty of Paris of
1783 using a clear, natural line that would be easy to recognize and defend. The western boundary was set along
the Mississippi River, running from its source in the Lake of the Woods down to the Gulf of Mexico. This choice
gave the new country a definite edge for expansion and governance, using a well-known and navigable feature
as a straightforward dividing line between U.S. lands and territories to the west.  The other rivers listed lie in
different regions or were not designated as the western boundary in this treaty. The Hudson River is in the
Northeast and not relevant to the western limit, while the Colorado River and Rio Grande become important
borders in later treaties and contexts, not the terms established in 1783.

7. What was a primary purpose of the Committees of Correspondence?
A. To provide a system of communication among patriot leaders and unite the

colonies
B. To regulate trade policies
C. To organize a standing army
D. To draft a constitution

They’re testing how early colonial leaders built a communication network to share information and coordinate
actions across the colonies. The Committees of Correspondence organized rapid exchange of news about British
policies and actions, warnings, and calls to collective resistance. This made it easier for different towns and
colonies to stay informed, align their protests, and present a united front rather than acting in isolation. Because
these committees connected leaders from several colonies, they helped foster intercolonial unity and set the
stage for broader cooperation, which is why this purpose stands out as the best description. They’re not
primarily about regulating trade, forming a standing army, or drafting a constitution, which are separate
functions addressed later in the revolutionary era.

8. In colonial America, what term describes a person who supported
independence from Britain?
A. Patriot
B. Loyalist
C. Redcoat
D. Ally

Patriot describes the colonists who supported breaking away from Britain and forming an independent United
States. These supporters pushed for self-government, rights, and representation, and they played key roles in
events like the Continental Congress and the drafting of the Declaration of Independence. Loyalists, by contrast,
stayed loyal to the Crown. Redcoat refers to British soldiers, not a political stance, and Ally isn’t a standard label
used for the colonial factions in this context. So, the best term for someone who backed independence is Patriot.
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9. Which treaty ended the American Revolutionary War and in what year was it
signed?
A. The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1781.
B. The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1783.
C. The Peace of Paris, signed in 1782.
D. The Treaty of Ghent, signed in 1783.

Ending a conflict like the American Revolution requires a formal peace treaty that acknowledges independence
and draws new boundaries. The treaty that accomplishes this is the Treaty of Paris, signed in 1783. It officially
ended the war, recognized the United States as an independent nation, and set its borders from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Mississippi River and north to the Great Lakes, with Florida returning to Spain. Britain also agreed
to withdraw troops and there were provisions about fishing rights for Americans. There were earlier steps toward
peace in 1782, but the definitive agreement that ended the war was signed in 1783. Other options either point to
a different treaty or the wrong year, so they don’t fit.

10. Who authored the Declaration of Independence?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. John Adams
C. Benjamin Franklin
D. James Madison

Thomas Jefferson authored the Declaration of Independence. He was a Virginian delegate chosen to draft the
document as part of the Committee of Five assigned by the Continental Congress. While his colleagues, John
Adams and Benjamin Franklin, helped shape and promote the text during the debate, and James Madison
contributed to the era’s broader founding ideas, Jefferson wrote the draft that became the final declaration
adopted on July 4, 1776.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://americanrevolutionarywar.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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