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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://articlesofconfederation.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What major compromise was included in the new Constitution after the
Articles of Confederation?

A. The Three-Fifths Compromise
B. The Missouri Compromise

C. The Great Compromise

D. The Connecticut Compromise

2. How did the Articles of Confederation affect inter-state relations?
A. It fostered a sense of unity
B. It led to cooperation on commerce
C. It often resulted in tensions and conflicts
D. It centralized authority in federal agencies

3. Which founding father was a leading critic of the Articles of Confederation?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. James Madison
C. Alexander Hamilton
D. John Adams

4. What kind of government did the Articles of Confederation create?
A. Federated republic
B. Confederation
C. Unitary state
D. Socialist state

5. Did the Articles of Confederation allow for state independence?
A. Yes, states could operate independently
B. No, it mandated a strong central authority
C. Yes, but only during peacetime
D. No, states were required to collaborate
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6. Which feature of government was emphasized by the Articles of
Confederation?

A. Strong centralized authority
B. Broad individual rights

C. State sovereignty

D. Executive power

7. In what year was the Constitutional Convention convened to address the
weaknesses of the Articles?

A. 1786
B. 1787
C.1789
D. 1791

8. Which power was specifically lacking for the Confederation Congress
regarding trade?

A. To impose tariffs on foreign goods.

B. To regulate interstate or foreign trade.

C. To manage trade relations with Native Americans.
D. To restrict the import of certain products.

9. What events led to Shays' Rebellion in Massachusetts?
A. Farmers couldn't sell their goods and pay taxes
B. Farmers wanted lower tax rates for wealthy landowners
C. Farmers protested against land ownership laws
D. Farmers demanded more representation in Congress

10. In what year were the Articles of Confederation ratified?
A. 1776
B. 1783
C.1781
D. 1790
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Explanations




1. What major compromise was included in the new Constitution after the
Articles of Confederation?

A. The Three-Fifths Compromise
B. The Missouri Compromise
C. The Great Compromise

D. The Connecticut Compromise

The Great Compromise, also known as the Connecticut Compromise, was a crucial agreement made during the
Constitutional Convention of 1787. It resolved a significant disagreement regarding the structure of the
legislative branch of the new government. Under the Articles of Confederation, each state had one vote
regardless of its population, leading to a lack of representation for larger states. The Great Compromise
established a bicameral legislature, consisting of two houses: the Senate, where each state would have equal
representation with two senators, and the House of Representatives, where representation would be based on
population. This balanced approach satisfied both smaller and larger states and was pivotal in the crafting of the
U.S. Constitution, addressing the need for a stronger and more effective federal government. While the
Three-Fifths Compromise dealt with how slaves would be counted for representation and taxation, it was
separate from the foundational structure of the legislature. The Missouri Compromise addressed the issue of
slavery in new states and territories, taking place years later. The term "Connecticut Compromise" is simply
another name for the Great Compromise, but the common reference in the context of the Constitution is often
the Great Compromise itself.

2. How did the Articles of Confederation affect inter-state relations?
A. It fostered a sense of unity
B. It led to cooperation on commerce
C. It often resulted in tensions and conflicts

D. It centralized authority in federal agencies

The Articles of Confederation significantly impacted inter-state relations by often resulting in tensions and
conflicts among the states. Under this governing framework, the national government lacked the power to
regulate commerce or enforce laws effectively, which allowed states to pursue their own interests without regard
for their neighbors. As a result, states frequently imposed tariffs on goods from other states or engaged in trade
disputes, leading to economic rivalries and conflicts. This lack of a strong central authority meant that states
could act independently, which sometimes exacerbated existing tensions. Issues such as border disputes and
differing currency systems further contributed to the friction between states. The Articles ultimately revealed the
limitations of a loose confederation, highlighting the need for a stronger federal government to manage
interstate relations more effectively.
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3. Which founding father was a leading critic of the Articles of Confederation?
A. Thomas Jefferson
B. James Madison
C. Alexander Hamilton
D. John Adams

Alexander Hamilton was a leading critic of the Articles of Confederation, advocating for a stronger central
government due to the weaknesses displayed under the Articles. He believed that the Articles created an
ineffective system that could not cohesively unify the states or manage national interests effectively. Hamilton's
concerns centered around issues such as the lack of federal power to tax, regulate trade, and enforce laws,
which hindered the government’s ability to operate efficiently and respond to crises. His criticisms played a
significant role in the movement towards drafting the U.S. Constitution, where he sought to address these
weaknesses. Hamilton's vision for a robust central government was influential in shaping the framework that
replaced the Articles, emphasizing a structured and empowered federal authority.

4. What kind of government did the Articles of Confederation create?

A. Federated republic
B. Confederation

C. Unitary state
D. Socialist state

The Articles of Confederation established a confederation, which is a union of sovereign states that come
together for certain purposes while maintaining their independence. Under this system, the central government
had limited powers and largely relied on the cooperation of the individual states for enforcement and funding.
The main features of this confederated structure included a single legislative body, the Congress of the
Confederation, where each state had one vote, and there were no separate executive or judicial branches. In this
system, the states retained significant authority over their own affairs, which highlights the decentralized nature
of governance typical of a confederation. The Articles sought to unify the thirteen states after independence, but
the lack of a strong central authority proved to be problematic, leading to issues such as trade disputes and the
inability to raise revenue or maintain a standing army. This context further emphasizes the distinction between a
confederation and other forms of government like a federated republic, unitary state, or socialist state, which
have varying degrees of central authority and organization.

5. Did the Articles of Confederation allow for state independence?
A. Yes, states could operate independently

B. No, it mandated a strong central authority
C. Yes, but only during peacetime
D. No, states were required to collaborate

The Articles of Confederation indeed allowed states to operate independently. These articles established a
framework for the first government of the United States after independence from Britain, and they prioritized the
sovereignty of individual states. Each state retained significant power and autonomy, including the ability to
make its own laws and conduct its own affairs without interference from a central authority. This independence
was a fundamental principle of the Articles, which were rooted in the colonies’ recent experiences with British
rule, leading to a strong desire to avoid a powerful central government. While the Articles created a loose
confederation for mutual defense and cooperation, they did not enforce stringent cooperation or centralized
control over individual states, which often acted on their own priorities. The other options suggest varying
levels of authority or collaboration, which contradict the essence of the Articles that emphasized state
sovereignty and independence.
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6. Which feature of government was emphasized by the Articles of
Confederation?

A. Strong centralized authority
B. Broad individual rights
C. State sovereignty

D. Executive power

The emphasis on state sovereignty within the Articles of Confederation reflects the priorities of the time,
particularly in the wake of the American Revolutionary War. After fighting against what they viewed as
oppressive British rule, the founders were wary of creating a strong central government that could potentially
lead to tyranny. Therefore, they designed a system intended to preserve the power and autonomy of individual
states. Each state retained significant independence, including the ability to govern its own affairs and manage
its own resources. While the Articles did establish a national congress to handle some functions, this congress
lacked the authority to impose taxes or regulate commerce effectively, which further reinforced the autonomy of
the states. This decentralization was a foundational principle of the Articles and represented the founders' desire
to balance national interests with local governance. The other aspects such as strong centralized authority,
broad individual rights, and executive power did not align with the goals of the Articles. The government
structure was deliberately crafted to prevent the establishment of a powerful executive branch, and individual
rights were not systematically outlined like they would be later in the Bill of Rights. Thus, the Articles of
Confederation prioritized state sovereignty as a fundamental characteristic of the governing framework.

7. In what year was the Constitutional Convention convened to address the
weaknesses of the Articles?

A. 1786
B. 1787
C. 1789
D. 1791

The Constitutional Convention was convened in 1787, marking a significant turning point in American history as
delegates gathered to address the weaknesses found in the Articles of Confederation. The Articles had created a
loose confederation of states with a weak central government, resulting in challenges such as the inability to
levy taxes, regulate commerce, or effectively manage interstate disputes. Recognizing these issues, delegates
from various states met in Philadelphia starting in May 1787 to discuss drafting a new constitution that would
establish a stronger federal government capable of addressing these limitations. This culminated in the creation
of the United States Constitution, which was ratified the following year and replaced the Articles of
Confederation, thus providing a more effective framework for governance. The timing of the convention is
crucial, as it illustrates the urgency of reforming the governmental structure established under the Articles,
which was increasingly seen as inadequate to govern the growing nation.
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8. Which power was specifically lacking for the Confederation Congress
regarding trade?

A. To impose tariffs on foreign goods.
B. To requlate interstate or foreign trade.

C. To manage trade relations with Native Americans.
D. To restrict the import of certain products.

The power that was specifically lacking for the Confederation Congress regarding trade was the ability to
regulate interstate or foreign trade. Under the Articles of Confederation, the central government did not have the
authority to impose regulations on trade between states or with foreign nations. This limitation created
significant challenges, as individual states could impose their own tariffs and trade restrictions, leading to
economic discord and competition among them. The inability to regulate trade made it difficult for the central
government to create a coherent economic policy or to respond effectively to trade disputes, further highlighting
the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. The lack of a unified trade policy was one of the many issues
that contributed to the call for a stronger federal government, culminating in the drafting of the United States
Constitution.

9. What events led to Shays' Rebellion in Massachusetts?

A. Farmers couldn't sell their goods and pay taxes

B. Farmers wanted lower tax rates for wealthy landowners
C. Farmers protested against land ownership laws
D. Farmers demanded more representation in Congress

Shays' Rebellion was primarily driven by the economic hardships faced by farmers in Massachusetts in the
aftermath of the American Revolution. Many farmers struggled to sell their goods and were burdened by the
inability to pay high taxes. Economic conditions, particularly a post-war recession, led to falling crop prices,
leaving these farmers in dire financial straits. Since many of them were unable to pay their state taxes and debts,
they faced the threat of losing their farms and being imprisoned for non-payment. The situation escalated as
discontent grew among the farming community, culminating in organized protests led by figures like Daniel
Shays. The rebellion highlighted the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, particularly the inability of the
federal government to address economic instability and provide support to struggling states. This event
ultimately underscored the need for a stronger national government, which contributed to the drafting of the U.S.
Constitution.

10. In what year were the Articles of Confederation ratified?
A 1776
B. 1783
C.1781
D. 1790

The Articles of Confederation were ratified in 1781, making this the correct answer. This document was the first
constitution for the United States and was a significant step in forming a unified government following the
independence from British rule. The ratification process began in 1777 but required approval from all thirteen
states, which took several years to complete. By March 1, 1781, all states had ratified the Articles, allowing them
to come into effect. This served as an essential framework for governance during the Revolutionary War and
helped shape the future U.S. Constitution.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://articlesofconfederation.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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