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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Name two signs of digestive upset in young calves.
A. Coughing
B. Sneezing
C. Diarrhea and dehydration
D. Lethargy

2. Which structure is not part of the reproductive tract in cattle?
A. Ovary
B. Cervix
C. Esophagus
D. Uterus

3. What is the cause of death of a lamb or calf with a case of the scours?
A. Circulatory shock
B. Nutritional deficiency
C. Bacterial infection
D. Dehydration

4. Which practice is primarily used to prepare cattle for show by cleaning and
presenting them?
A. Grooming
B. Training
C. Handling
D. Feeding

5. Which piece of equipment is used to dehorn a newborn calf?
A. Caustic stick
B. Heat dehorning iron
C. Dehorning file
D. Tube calf dehorner
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6. If 120 cows are exposed to breeding and 96 calves are weaned, what is the
weaning percentage?
A. 60%
B. 80%
C. 100%
D. 40%

7. Angus and Hereford are examples of which type of cattle breeds?
A. Exotic breeds
B. British breeds
C. Continental breeds
D. Zebu

8. What are the birth dates, adjusted weaning weights, and adjusted yearling
weights called in a judging contest?
A. Growth data
B. Carcass data
C. Genetic data
D. Performance data

9. What is break-even price in beef marketing terms?
A. The price per head or per hundredweight at which revenue exceeds total costs
B. The price per head or per hundredweight at which revenue equals total costs
C. The price that maximizes profit
D. The price set by the market regulator

10. Which measurements are used to calculate USDA yield grade?
A. Hot carcass weight, backfat thickness, ribeye area, and kidney-pelvic-heart

fat
B. Live weight, age, breed, and marbling score
C. Dressing percentage, ribeye area, loin muscle length, and fat thickness
D. Age, sex, weaning weight, and feed intake
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. D
4. A
5. D
6. B
7. B
8. D
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Name two signs of digestive upset in young calves.
A. Coughing
B. Sneezing
C. Diarrhea and dehydration
D. Lethargy

Digestive upset in young calves shows up most clearly through signs related to the gut and fluid balance. The
key clue is diarrhea, which means the gut isn’t absorbing water and nutrients properly, so stools become loose or
watery. Along with that, dehydration often follows because fluids are lost with the diarrhea and through reduced
intake. That combination—loose stools plus signs of fluid loss such as dry mucous membranes and possibly
sunken eyes or a skin tent—points to a digestive issue rather than a respiratory one. Coughing or sneezing are
respiratory signs and don’t indicate digestive trouble, while lethargy can occur with many illnesses but doesn’t
specifically highlight the gut and hydration status like diarrhea with dehydration does. If you see these signs,
focus on rapid hydration and seek veterinary guidance to prevent severe dehydration.

2. Which structure is not part of the reproductive tract in cattle?
A. Ovary
B. Cervix
C. Esophagus
D. Uterus

Knowing which organs belong to the reproductive tract helps distinguish anatomy in cattle. The reproductive
tract includes structures involved in producing and nurturing offspring: the ovary makes eggs, the cervix acts as
a gateway between the uterus and vagina, and the uterus provides the site for fetal development. The
esophagus, however, is part of the digestive system and its role is to move food from the mouth to the stomach
through peristaltic contractions. It isn’t connected to reproductive functions, so it isn’t part of the reproductive
tract.

3. What is the cause of death of a lamb or calf with a case of the scours?
A. Circulatory shock
B. Nutritional deficiency
C. Bacterial infection
D. Dehydration

When a lamb or calf has scours, the immediate life-threatening issue is fluid and electrolyte loss from the
intestine. Severe diarrhea can drain large amounts of water and salts, so the animal becomes dehydrated. This
dehydration reduces blood volume, impairs circulation, disrupts acid-base balance, and leads to organ failure.
That combination is why dehydration is the primary cause of death in scours.  The other factors are related but
not the main driver: a bacterial infection may start the diarrhea, and nutritional gaps can worsen overall health,
but they don’t kill as directly as the rapid loss of fluids and electrolytes. Circulatory shock can result from
dehydration, but it’s a consequence of fluid loss, not the initiating cause.
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4. Which practice is primarily used to prepare cattle for show by cleaning and
presenting them?
A. Grooming
B. Training
C. Handling
D. Feeding

Grooming is the practice focused on cleaning and presenting cattle for show. It includes brushing and washing
the coat, clipping or trimming hair, and cleaning hooves to create a neat, uniform appearance that judges notice.
The aim is a clean, healthy look that highlights the animal’s conformation without distractions, making grooming
the primary activity for presentation on show day. Training relates to behavior, handling to movement and
restraint, and feeding affects body condition and health rather than external presentation.

5. Which piece of equipment is used to dehorn a newborn calf?
A. Caustic stick
B. Heat dehorning iron
C. Dehorning file
D. Tube calf dehorner

Removing the horn buds from newborn calves is best done with a tube calf dehorner because this tool is
specifically designed for the delicate horn buds at birth. The tube fits over the tiny bud at the skull base and,
when pressed, crushes and detaches the bud tissue so horn growth is prevented. It’s fast, precise, and
minimizes trauma to surrounding tissue, which is ideal for a newborn calf.  Other methods exist but are less ideal
for newborns. A caustic stick relies on chemical burning to stop horn growth and can be imprecise, risking
irritation to surrounding skin. A heat dehorning iron uses high temperature and is typically used on older calves,
where the horn tissue is larger and the risk of damage to nearby structures is greater. A dehorning file is not
used to remove the bud itself; it’s used to smooth edges after removal.

6. If 120 cows are exposed to breeding and 96 calves are weaned, what is the
weaning percentage?
A. 60%
B. 80%
C. 100%
D. 40%

Weaning percentage shows how many calves are weaned relative to the cows exposed to breeding. It is
calculated as calves weaned divided by cows exposed, times 100.  Here, 96 calves were weaned from 120 cows
exposed. So, 96 ÷ 120 = 0.8. Multiply by 100 to convert to a percentage: 0.8 × 100 = 80%.   So the weaning
percentage is 80%. For perspective, if 72 calves were weaned, that would be 60%; if all 120 were weaned, that
would be 100%; and if only 48 were weaned, that would be 40%.
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7. Angus and Hereford are examples of which type of cattle breeds?
A. Exotic breeds
B. British breeds
C. Continental breeds
D. Zebu

Classification by origin is what this item tests. Angus and Hereford originated in Great Britain, so they are British
breeds. British breeds are typically known for traits that suit temperate climates, such as good adaptability,
reliable calving, and solid meat quality. Angus is especially prized for high marbling and beef quality, while
Hereford is valued for hardiness and efficient grazing. They’re not exotic breeds (which refers to breeds from
outside a country or region), nor Continental breeds from mainland Europe, nor Zebu, which are tropical Bos
indicus cattle with a distinctive hump.

8. What are the birth dates, adjusted weaning weights, and adjusted yearling
weights called in a judging contest?
A. Growth data
B. Carcass data
C. Genetic data
D. Performance data

These measurements are performance data because they show how the animal has grown and performed over
time. Birth date helps determine the animal’s age, and the weights are adjusted to standard ages (weaning at a
common basis and yearling at a standard 365 days) so animals can be fairly compared regardless of when the
measurements were taken. This set of data focuses on growth performance and is used to evaluate how
efficiently an animal grows, rather than its carcass traits after slaughter or its genetic makeup. Carcass data
would come from measurements on the carcass itself, and genetic data involves DNA or predicted genetic
potential, which are separate categories. So, birth dates, adjusted weaning weights, and adjusted yearling
weights are grouped under performance data.

9. What is break-even price in beef marketing terms?
A. The price per head or per hundredweight at which revenue exceeds total costs
B. The price per head or per hundredweight at which revenue equals total costs
C. The price that maximizes profit
D. The price set by the market regulator

Break-even price is the amount you must receive from selling cattle so that money coming in covers every cost
involved in producing and marketing them. In beef marketing terms, that price is expressed per head or per
hundredweight. At this point, revenue equals total costs, so profit is zero. The idea comes from splitting costs
into fixed costs (things you pay regardless of how many head you market) and variable costs (costs that change
with the number of head). If you sell at the break-even price, you’re not making a profit or a loss because
revenue just covers both kinds of costs. If the market price is higher than break-even, you make a profit on each
head; if it’s lower, you incur a loss.  Example: suppose fixed costs for a marketing period are $2,000 and variable
cost per head is $250, and you plan to market 50 head. Total costs = 2,000 + 50×250 = 14,500, so break-even
price per head = 14,500 / 50 = $290. At $300 per head, profit = (300 − 290) × 50 = $500. At $280 per head, loss =
(290 − 280) × 50 = $500.
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10. Which measurements are used to calculate USDA yield grade?
A. Hot carcass weight, backfat thickness, ribeye area, and kidney-pelvic-heart

fat
B. Live weight, age, breed, and marbling score
C. Dressing percentage, ribeye area, loin muscle length, and fat thickness
D. Age, sex, weaning weight, and feed intake

USDA yield grade estimates how much saleable lean beef a carcass is expected to yield. To determine it, four
carcass measurements are used: hot carcass weight, backfat thickness, ribeye area, and kidney-pelvic-heart fat.
Hot carcass weight reflects overall carcass size, so heavier carcasses have more product to start with. Backfat
thickness indicates how much fat lies on the carcass; more fat means less lean meat and a higher yield grade
number. Ribeye area measures muscle; a larger ribeye area means more lean tissue and a lower yield grade
number. Kidney-pelvic-heart fat accounts for internal fat that isn’t converted to retail cuts; more KPH fat raises
the yield grade because it adds non-meat weight. These four measurements together define the yield grade,
which ranges from 1 to 5, with lower numbers indicating higher yield of saleable lean beef. Other options mix
traits used for quality grade or live-animal measurements that aren’t part of the yield grade calculation.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://beeflivestockskillathon.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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