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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. A minimum of __ turns of towline should always be kept on the reel.
A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6

2. The squelch control should be turned counterclockwise until just beyond
the point where the what disappears?
A. SIGNAL
B. RECEPTION
C. SOUND
D. NOISE

3. Which statement about towing beyond design characteristics is true?
A. To tow beyond design, you should increase line size.
B. To tow beyond design, you should not rely on increasing line size.
C. To tow beyond design, you should add more anchors.
D. To tow beyond design, you should slow the vessel.

4. Which term describes a line that runs crosswise from port to starboard?
A. Athwartships
B. Aft
C. Forward
D. Inboard

5. Which word correctly ends a transmission when a reply is not expected?
A. OVER
B. OUT
C. END
D. CLOSING
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6. The Stokes litter will float upright at a ______ angle with the feet
submerged.
A. 30 DEG
B. 45 DEG
C. 60 DEG
D. 90 DEG

7. In reduced visibility, what sequence should sailing vessels emit?
A. One prolonged and two short
B. Two short and one prolonged
C. One short
D. Three long

8. Which statement about MAYDAY is true?
A. It indicates the highest-priority distress call.
B. It is used for routine check-ins.
C. It signals a navigational warning.
D. It means all is well.

9. Sailing vessels during periods of reduced visibility should sound which
pattern?
A. Two prolonged and one short
B. One prolonged and two short
C. One long
D. Three short

10. A cylindrical buoy that tapers to a blunt point at the top is called which
buoy?
A. Nun buoy
B. Can buoy
C. Spar buoy
D. Floating buoy
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. A
6. B
7. A
8. A
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. A minimum of __ turns of towline should always be kept on the reel.
A. 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6

Having enough wraps of the towline on the reel is essential to keep the line secure and controllable during
towing. With a minimum of four turns, there’s enough rope on the drum to absorb a sudden load without the
line’s end slipping off or the line snapping under tension. These wraps help maintain proper tension as you reel
in or pay out, reducing the risk of tangling or kinking and protecting the line from damage caused by rubbing on
the reel. Fewer than four wraps don’t provide enough material on the reel to manage the tension safely, while
more than four is acceptable but not required for the minimum standard. So the minimum is four turns.

2. The squelch control should be turned counterclockwise until just beyond
the point where the what disappears?
A. SIGNAL
B. RECEPTION
C. SOUND
D. NOISE

Squelch is all about what you hear through the speaker. It mutes the audio when there isn’t a meaningful signal
so you don’t have to listen to hiss and static. You adjust it to reach the point where the audible sound would
disappear if the signal becomes too weak, then back off a touch so a weak transmission still comes through.
That boundary—the point at which the audible sound disappears—is why the correct choice is the sound. The
other options refer to aspects the squelch doesn’t directly set: the mere presence of a signal, the overall
reception, or the noise level itself, rather than what you actually hear through the speaker.

3. Which statement about towing beyond design characteristics is true?
A. To tow beyond design, you should increase line size.
B. To tow beyond design, you should not rely on increasing line size.
C. To tow beyond design, you should add more anchors.
D. To tow beyond design, you should slow the vessel.

Towing beyond design characteristics means the forces on the tow gear and vessels exceed what the equipment
is rated to handle. Simply increasing the line size doesn’t fix that underlying issue, because the dynamic loads
from towing—peak snatch loads, accelerations, wakes, and shifting angles—can still overwhelm the gear,
connections, and supporting structures. Bigger line might delay a failure but it doesn’t guarantee safety and can
create a false sense of security, risking other parts like winches, attachment points, or the vessel’s hardware. 
Adding more anchors doesn’t change the tensile load in the tow gear, so it won’t make towing beyond design
safe. Slowing the vessel can reduce some forces, but it doesn’t bring the overall load within the equipment’s
design limits if you’re already past them.  So, the best approach is not to rely on increasing line size to
compensate for towing beyond design characteristics; stay within the rated limits or adjust plans to stay within
safe design parameters.
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4. Which term describes a line that runs crosswise from port to starboard?
A. Athwartships
B. Aft
C. Forward
D. Inboard

Athwartships describes a line that runs across the width of the vessel from port to starboard. The word “athwart”
means across, and when applied to a ship, it aligns with the beam—the widest dimension of the hull. This
orientation is perpendicular to the keel and points from the left side (port) to the right side (starboard) as you
face forward.   In contrast, forward means toward the bow, aft means toward the stern, and inboard means
toward the ship’s centerline. So a line that goes from port to starboard is athwartships, not along the length or
toward the center.

5. Which word correctly ends a transmission when a reply is not expected?
A. OVER
B. OUT
C. END
D. CLOSING

In radio communications, you use different words to signal whether you expect a reply. When you have finished
speaking and you do not expect a reply, you close with “out.” It tells others that you are finished and no further
response is expected. If you say “over,” you’re inviting a reply, so that wouldn’t fit the scenario. The terms “end”
and “closing” aren’t the standard phrase used to terminate a transmission in formal radio practice. So the
correct idea is: say “out” to indicate you’re done and no response is needed.

6. The Stokes litter will float upright at a ______ angle with the feet
submerged.
A. 30 DEG
B. 45 DEG
C. 60 DEG
D. 90 DEG

The Stokes litter is designed to float in water with the feet beneath the surface and the head kept higher for
airway safety, reaching a stable equilibrium around 45 degrees to the water surface. This angle provides enough
buoyancy to support the body upright while keeping the head and chest above water so the airway stays clear,
yet allows the legs to remain submerged to help with balance and stability during handling. If it were much
shallower than 45 degrees, the litter could ride too flat and make control difficult; if it were steeper (like 60
degrees or more), it would be less stable and harder to maneuver, and a fully vertical position (90 degrees) would
compromise balance and exposure of the airway. So, 45 degrees is the angle that best balances airway
protection, stability, and maneuverability.
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7. In reduced visibility, what sequence should sailing vessels emit?
A. One prolonged and two short
B. Two short and one prolonged
C. One short
D. Three long

In reduced visibility, ships rely on sound signals to indicate their presence and type so others can respond
safely. For a sailing vessel, the standard signal is one prolonged blast followed by two short blasts. This
distinctive pattern is easy to hear through fog and clearly identifies the vessel as under sail, which helps nearby
vessels judge how it might maneuver and how to avoid a collision. The other sequences don’t carry the same,
specific identification or are used in different situations, so they aren’t the correct pattern for a sailing vessel in
reduced visibility.

8. Which statement about MAYDAY is true?
A. It indicates the highest-priority distress call.
B. It is used for routine check-ins.
C. It signals a navigational warning.
D. It means all is well.

MAYDAY signals imminent danger and requires immediate assistance. It is the highest-priority distress call in
maritime communications and should be used only when lives are at risk or the vessel cannot safely continue.
When issuing MAYDAY, you start by saying the word MAYDAY three times, then identify your vessel, provide
your position, describe the nature of the distress, state how many people are on board, and specify the kind of
help needed. You stay on the channel to coordinate rescue and supply updates as the situation evolves. This is
not for routine check-ins, which are normal communications; it’s not a navigational warning, which would use
safety or navigation messages; and it does not mean all is well.

9. Sailing vessels during periods of reduced visibility should sound which
pattern?
A. Two prolonged and one short
B. One prolonged and two short
C. One long
D. Three short

In reduced visibility, ships rely on whistle signals to convey presence and intent so others can avoid a collision.
The pattern of one prolonged blast followed by two short blasts is the standard signal used to indicate a vessel
is operating in restricted visibility and is communicating its presence and intended caution. The longer blast
grabs attention at a distance, while the two short blasts create a distinctive sequence that others recognize as
the appropriate warning signal in poor visibility. A single long blast or three short blasts do not carry the same,
specific meaning, so they’re not as effective for this situation.
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10. A cylindrical buoy that tapers to a blunt point at the top is called which
buoy?
A. Nun buoy
B. Can buoy
C. Spar buoy
D. Floating buoy

Understanding buoy shapes helps you recognize marks at a glance. A nun buoy is a cylindrical buoy that tapers
upward to a blunt point at the top. This distinct profile sets it apart from other common shapes: a can buoy has a
cylindrical body with a flat top, a spar buoy is a tall, slender pole-like buoy, and a floating buoy is a more generic
type without a distinctive tapered form. Since the described buoy matches the cylindrical body with a taper to a
blunt top, it corresponds to a nun buoy.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://boatcrewman.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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