CERTIFIED INSPECTOR
OF SEDIMENT AND
EROSION CONTROL
(CISEC) PRACTICE
EXAM (SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE

https://cisec.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 15




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. During construction phase changes such as expansions or shutdowns,
what should a CISEC inspector do?

A. Ignore changes and continue as originally planned.
B. Remove all BMPs during the transition.

C. Reassess BMPs for changes, adjust the plan as needed, and verify controls
remain protective during transitions.

D. Wait until the end of the project to act.

2. Gabions are best described as:
A. Rock-filled wooden boxes
B. Plastic bins filled with water
C. Steel mesh cages filled with small rocks
D. Concrete blocks arranged in tiers

3. Which project type is typically roadways, utilities, and stream corridors and
has long narrow sites with high activity?

A. Suburban lot landscaping

B. Roadways, utilities, and stream corridors
C. Wetland restoration with no grading

D. Domestic irrigation systems

4. Shoreline erosion is caused by
A. The act of waves
B. Oceanic tides
C. Wind-driven processes
D. Glacier movement

5. Which of the following is classified as an erosion control BMP?
A. Installation of culverts/slope drains
B. Establishing vegetation (native) / seeding
C. Construction of homes
D. Diverting channels
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6. Inspecting Inlet Barriers: what indicates overflowing occurred?
A. Sedimentation behind the barrier is excessive
B. Deposition is uniform behind barrier
C. No debris on top of barrier
D. Debris on top of the inlet barrier

7. Which terrain should silt fences never be placed on?
A. A well-vegetated hillside
B. Flat ground
C. Low slope areas
D. A Hill

8. Which practice best describes the purpose of perimeter controls around
stockpiles?

A. To capture or redirect runoff around stockpiles to prevent erosion and
sediment escape.

B. To prevent all runoff from reaching the site.
C. To enhance aesthetic appearance around stockpiles.
D. To allow unrestricted access around piles.

9. Which of the following is the best description to confirm portable toilet
stability during inspection?

A. They are anchored well

B. They are anchored well and have a secondary containment underneath
C. They are placed on a slope

D. They have no signage

10. Which wind erosion process moves the most soil?
A. Creep
B. Deflation
C. Saltation
D. Suspension
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Explanations




1. During construction phase changes such as expansions or shutdowns,
what should a CISEC inspector do?

A. Ignore changes and continue as originally planned.
B. Remove all BMPs during the transition.

C. Reassess BMPs for changes, adjust the plan as needed, and verify controls
remain protective during transitions.

D. Wait until the end of the project to act.

When construction conditions change—like expansions or a shutdown—the controls in place may no longer
address the new risks. The correct approach is to reassess the BMPs in light of those changes, adjust the plan
as needed, and verify that the controls continue to provide the required protection during the transition. This
means reviewing staging areas, drainage patterns, soil exposure, and activity sequencing, updating the plan or
adding temporary measures if necessary, and continuing inspections to ensure the controls function effectively
while the site transitions. Ignoring changes, removing all BMPs during a transition, or waiting until project end
would create gaps in protection and increase the potential for erosion and sedimentation.

2. Gabions are best described as:
A. Rock-filled wooden boxes
B. Plastic bins filled with water
C. Steel mesh cages filled with small rocks

D. Concrete blocks arranged in tiers

Gabions are rock-filled steel mesh cages used for erosion control and slope stabilization. They consist of wire
mesh baskets that are filled with stones and stacked to form retaining walls, channel linings, or bank
protections. The combination of heavy rock mass with a permeable steel cage lets water pass through while
resisting movement, making gabions flexible and durable on uneven ground. They're different from wooden
boxes filled with rocks, which would rot; plastic bins filled with water, which don't provide the necessary mass or
drainage behavior; and concrete blocks, which are rigid and non-permeable.

3. Which project type is typically roadways, utilities, and stream corridors and
has long narrow sites with high activity?

A. Suburban lot landscaping
B. Roadways, utilities, and stream corridors

C. Wetland restoration with no grading
D. Domestic irrigation systems

In sediment and erosion control, the kind of project described is one that runs as a long, narrow corridor with
continuous work along its length, producing ongoing disturbance and a high potential for sediment to reach
nearby waters. Roadways, utilities, and stream corridors fit this pattern exactly: you're working along an
extended line where new work fronts appear continuously as the project progresses, creating sustained erosion
potential along the entire route. Because of that, control measures must be planned and implemented along the
whole length of the corridor, with ongoing inspections and adjustments as work moves forward. This contrasts
with smaller, localized projects like suburban lot landscaping, which involve limited disturbance in a compact
area; wetland restoration with no grading has minimal grade disturbance; and domestic irrigation systems are
typically smaller in scope and not characterized by long, active corridors.

Sample study guide, visit https://cisec.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



4. Shoreline erosion is caused by

A. The act of waves

B. Oceanic tides
C. Wind-driven processes
D. Glacier movement

Shoreline erosion is driven by the energy of waves as they strike the shore. When waves break, they apply force
to the beach or cliff, causing hydraulic action and abrasion that wear away rock and sediment. Repeated wave
impact over time also undercuts foundations and transports material along the coast through longshore drift,
gradually moving the shoreline landward. Tides, wind-driven processes, and even glaciers can influence
shoreline shape, but they are not the primary mechanism of erosion in most coastal settings—the direct, ongoing
action of waves is.

5. Which of the following is classified as an erosion control BMP?
A. Installation of culverts/slope drains
B. Establishing vegetation (native) / seeding

C. Construction of homes
D. Diverting channels

Establishing vegetation and seeding is an erosion control BMP because it directly stabilizes the soil surface. A
protective ground cover—especially native vegetation—reduces raindrop impact, slows and infiltrates runoff, and
the plant roots bind the soil, helping to prevent soil particles from being detached and carried away. This is the
classic, foundational approach to preventing erosion on disturbed or vulnerable soils. The other options focus
more on moving or handling water rather than stopping soil from being lost in the first place. Culverts and slope
drains are about conveying water and reducing erosive flow paths, not actively stabilizing the soil surface.
Diverting channels redirects water to manage erosion risk in different areas, which is a drainage/sediment
management activity rather than a direct soil stabilization measure. Constructing homes is land disturbance that
can increase erosion risk if not managed with proper BMPs.

6. Inspecting Inlet Barriers: what indicates overflowing occurred?
A. Sedimentation behind the barrier is excessive
B. Deposition is uniform behind barrier
C. No debris on top of barrier
D. Debris on top of the inlet barrier

When an inlet barrier overflows, water rises above the barrier and carries debris onto the barrier itself. Seeing
debris on top of the inlet barrier is the clearest sign that water and sediment have flowed over the barrier,
indicating an overflow event. Excess sediment behind the barrier may show poor sediment capture, but it doesn't
prove that overtopping occurred. Uniform deposition behind the barrier isn't a specific overflow signal, and no
debris on top suggests no overtopping. Therefore, debris on top of the inlet barrier best indicates overflow.
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7. Which terrain should silt fences never be placed on?
A. A well-vegetated hillside
B. Flat ground
C. Low slope areas
D. A Hill

Silt fences are placed across a slope to slow sheet runoff and allow sediment to settle behind the barrier; they
work best on level ground or gentle slopes where water velocity remains low and flow can be intercepted
effectively. On a hill, runoff becomes concentrated and moves quickly downslope, which can overwhelm and fail
the fence—causing overtopping, trench erosion, or sediment bypass—so it's not a reliable placement there. The
other terrains listed are more workable for silt fences because they minimize the risk of rapid, concentrated flow,
whereas a hill creates conditions that defeat the device.

8. Which practice best describes the purpose of perimeter controls around
stockpiles?

A. To capture or redirect runoff around stockpiles to prevent erosion and
sediment escape.

B. To prevent all runoff from reaching the site.
C. To enhance aesthetic appearance around stockpiles.

D. To allow unrestricted access around piles.

Perimeter controls around stockpiles are meant to keep sediment on site by managing the stormwater that runs
off exposed piles. When rain hits a stockpile, surface runoff can pick up fine soil and carry it away, leading to
erosion and sediment leaving the site. Perimeter controls create barriers or channels that slow and direct that
runoff so sediment can settle out before the water leaves the area. This protects water quality, reduces
downstream erosion, and helps keep the site stable. Focusing on aesthetics or trying to prevent all runoff aren't
the real purpose here. Aesthetic improvements aren't a primary goal of these controls, and while you can

mitigate runoff, you typically can't stop it entirely; the goal is to minimize sediment transport and keep it from
leaving the site.

9. Which of the following is the best description to confirm portable toilet
stability during inspection?

A. They are anchored well

B. They are anchored well and have a secondary containment underneath
C. They are placed on a slope

D. They have no signage

Stability is about preventing movement or tipping and keeping the unit secure on the ground. The best way to
describe a portable toilet’s stability during inspection is that it is anchored well and has secondary containment
underneath. Anchoring keeps the unit from sliding or tilting due to wind, ground movement, or incidental contact,
especially on uneven ground. The secondary containment underneath adds a protective basin for any leaks or
spills, preventing liquids from spreading around the base and weakening the footing or causing erosion that

could shift the unit. Placing a unit on a slope raises tipping risk, and missing signage doesn't affect physical
stability, so those don't describe stability as accurately.
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10. Which wind erosion process moves the most soil?

A. Creep

B. Deflation

C. Saltation

D. Suspension

When wind moves soil, the main mass transport near the surface comes from saltation. In saltation, grains are
lifted by the wind in short hops and then impact the surface, which knocks other grains into motion. This creates
a continuous cascade: as grains land, they dislodge neighbors, so a large number of particles are constantly in
motion across the surface. That combination of frequent lifting and impactful shattering drives the greatest
overall amount of soil movement. Creep involves larger particles rolling or sliding along the ground, but friction
and the energy needed to start their motion keep this movement limited compared to saltation. Deflation is
about removing fine particles from the surface, creating bare patches, but it's not the mechanism that transports
the bulk of soil across the ground. Suspension carries the finest particles high into the air for long distances, yet
the total mass moved at the surface by this process is usually less than the mass moved by saltation.




Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://cisec.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!




