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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which action should NOT be performed after coupling a trailer?
A. Check the connections and brakes
B. Drive away without making final checks
C. Ensure the landing gear is retracted
D. Verify the emergency brake system

2. Almost half of all truck driver fatalities are attributed to what type of
accident?
A. Rear-end collisions
B. Rollover accidents
C. Head-on collisions
D. Jackknife incidents

3. When is it necessary to use chocks when parking a trailer?
A. Only when the ground is uneven
B. When the trailer is equipped with spring brakes
C. Always
D. When parking on a hill

4. Where should the tractor be positioned when inspecting the landing gear
after uncoupling a trailer?
A. Beside the trailer
B. In front of the trailer
C. Under the trailer
D. Behind the trailer

5. Which of the following is a safety precaution when parking a trailer?
A. Make sure the trailer is level
B. Turn off the engine before securing the trailer
C. Always use chocks
D. Disconnect the trailer lights
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6. How do you supply air to the trailer tanks?
A. By turning the air supply knob
B. By pushing in the trailer air supply valve
C. By pulling out the trailer air supply valve
D. By checking the pressure gauge

7. Why is it crucial to secure cargo properly in a combination vehicle?
A. To enhance fuel efficiency during transport
B. To prevent shifting during transport, which can affect vehicle stability and

safety
C. To make unloading easier at the destination
D. To comply with aesthetic regulations

8. What is the likely consequence when a trailer separates from the tractor
and both air lines are disconnected?
A. The trailer will come to a complete stop.
B. The tractor will continue moving without the trailer.
C. The trailer brakes will automatically engage.
D. The service brakes will fail.

9. What is the purpose of the service line in a combination vehicle?
A. To provide power to the engine
B. To carry air to a relay valve for brakes
C. To connect the cab to the trailer
D. To distribute fuel to the vehicle

10. What does a "no zone" refer to in combination vehicle driving?
A. Areas around a vehicle where other drivers cannot see you
B. Specific lanes designated for combination vehicles only
C. Designated rest areas for combination vehicles
D. Zones where parking is prohibited for commercial vehicles
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. C
4. C
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which action should NOT be performed after coupling a trailer?
A. Check the connections and brakes
B. Drive away without making final checks
C. Ensure the landing gear is retracted
D. Verify the emergency brake system

Driving away without making final checks is an action that should definitely be avoided after coupling a trailer.
Before departing, it is essential to ensure that all connections are secure, the brakes are functioning properly,
and that the emergency brake system is verified. This is crucial for safety on the road.   Checking the
connections and brakes is vital to prevent potential accidents or equipment failure. Ensuring the landing gear is
retracted is also important, as failing to do so may cause damage to the trailer or the towing vehicle. Lastly,
confirming the emergency brake system is operational ensures that additional safety measures are in place in
case of a failure of the primary braking system. Thus, skipping these important safety checks could lead to
serious consequences.

2. Almost half of all truck driver fatalities are attributed to what type of
accident?
A. Rear-end collisions
B. Rollover accidents
C. Head-on collisions
D. Jackknife incidents

The significant frequency of fatalities among truck drivers in rollover accidents can be understood through the
mechanics and dynamics of larger vehicles. Rollovers are particularly dangerous for trucks due to their high
center of gravity, which makes them more susceptible to tipping over, especially during sharp turns, sudden
maneuvers, or when traveling on uneven surfaces.   Additionally, the severity of injuries associated with rollovers
tends to be greater because the cab and cargo area can crush during the incident, causing fatal outcomes. Given
the size and weight of commercial trucks, the consequences of a rollover are often catastrophic, leading to
fatalities not just for the driver but also for other road users. This contributes to the alarming statistics
surrounding truck driver fatalities in rollover situations.   Understanding these factors highlights why rollover
accidents are a primary concern in discussions about truck safety and driver training.

3. When is it necessary to use chocks when parking a trailer?
A. Only when the ground is uneven
B. When the trailer is equipped with spring brakes
C. Always
D. When parking on a hill

Using chocks when parking a trailer is essential for ensuring safety and stability, regardless of the conditions.
The primary purpose of chocks is to prevent the trailer from rolling or shifting unexpectedly, which can lead to
accidents or injuries.   When a trailer is parked, especially if it's not on a perfectly level surface, there's always a
risk of movement due to gravity or external forces, such as wind. Chocks act as a physical barrier that helps to
secure the wheels in place, providing a safeguard against potential rolling.  While it might seem sufficient to use
chocks only under specific conditions like being on uneven ground or on a hill, relying solely on those instances
could lead to dangerous oversights. The best practice is to use chocks whenever a trailer is parked to maintain
safety at all times. This consistent application of safety measures ensures that regardless of the terrain or
braking systems in use, the risk of unintentional movement is minimized.
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4. Where should the tractor be positioned when inspecting the landing gear
after uncoupling a trailer?
A. Beside the trailer
B. In front of the trailer
C. Under the trailer
D. Behind the trailer

Positioning the tractor under the trailer when inspecting the landing gear after uncoupling is essential for
ensuring safety and accuracy. By placing the tractor underneath, the operator has a clear line of sight and direct
access to the landing gear, which allows for a more effective inspection. This positioning makes it easier to
check for any issues or damages that may need to be addressed before the trailer is to be moved or used again. 
Additionally, being under the trailer ensures that the operator can see all components related to the landing
gear's functionality, such as the support legs and their locking mechanisms. This setup minimizes the risk of
missing potential problems that could compromise safety during subsequent operations.  While being beside, in
front of, or behind the trailer may provide some visibility, these positions do not allow for the same
comprehensive assessment that inspecting from underneath offers. Each of those alternative positions may also
expose the operator to dangers, such as being in the vehicle’s path or being in danger of falling equipment.
Therefore, the safest and most efficient practice is to position the tractor under the trailer for inspection
purposes.

5. Which of the following is a safety precaution when parking a trailer?
A. Make sure the trailer is level
B. Turn off the engine before securing the trailer
C. Always use chocks
D. Disconnect the trailer lights

Always using chocks is an essential safety precaution when parking a trailer. Chocks are wedge-shaped blocks
placed against the trailer's tires to prevent it from rolling or moving unexpectedly. This is particularly important
on inclines or uneven surfaces where gravity could cause the trailer to shift if not properly secured. Using chocks
enhances stability and safety, reducing the risk of accidents during the loading and unloading processes or while
the trailer is parked.  Other options may contribute to safety in different contexts, but they do not directly
address the immediate stability concerns that chocks provide. For example, while ensuring that the trailer is
level can help with stability and load distribution, it does not prevent movement. Similarly, turning off the engine
before securing the trailer is a good practice to minimize the risk of accidental movement due to unintended
ignition or acceleration; however, it doesn't specifically address the trailer's position once parked. Disconnecting
the trailer lights is relevant for preventing electrical issues or short circuits, but it does not provide physical
support to keep the trailer in place. Overall, chocks are the most direct and effective way to ensure a trailer
remains stationary and secure when parked.
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6. How do you supply air to the trailer tanks?
A. By turning the air supply knob
B. By pushing in the trailer air supply valve
C. By pulling out the trailer air supply valve
D. By checking the pressure gauge

To supply air to the trailer tanks, pushing in the trailer air supply valve is the correct method. This action allows
air from the tractor's air system to flow into the trailer's air tanks. When the valve is pushed in, it opens the
connection between the tractor and trailer, enabling the transmission of air necessary for the trailer's braking
system to operate effectively.  Turning the air supply knob typically doesn't actively engage the system to supply
air; instead, it is often a control for a specific system or indication rather than connecting air directly. Pulling out
the trailer air supply valve generally serves the opposite function by closing the connection, which prevents air
from flowing into the trailer tanks, making it unsuitable for supplying air. Checking the pressure gauge is a
necessary step for monitoring the air system's status but does not actively supply air to the tanks. Thus, pushing
in the trailer air supply valve is the action required to ensure proper air supply to the trailer.

7. Why is it crucial to secure cargo properly in a combination vehicle?
A. To enhance fuel efficiency during transport
B. To prevent shifting during transport, which can affect vehicle stability and

safety
C. To make unloading easier at the destination
D. To comply with aesthetic regulations

Securing cargo properly in a combination vehicle is essential primarily to prevent shifting during transport, which
can significantly affect both vehicle stability and safety. When cargo is not adequately secured, it can slide or
move as the vehicle turns, accelerates, or decelerates. This shifting can lead to loss of control, increased risk of
accidents, and can also affect braking distances and handling characteristics of the vehicle.  Properly secured
cargo helps maintain the intended weight distribution within the vehicle, ensuring better handling and stability
throughout the journey. It also contributes to overall road safety, as the likelihood of a load becoming a projectile
in the event of sudden stops or maneuvers is minimized. This not only protects the driver but also other road
users from potential hazards.  While enhancing fuel efficiency, easing unloading processes, or complying with
aesthetic regulations are important considerations in transport logistics, they do not directly address the critical
safety aspect regarding the stability of the vehicle while in motion.

Sample study guide, visit https://combinationendorsement.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 13

SAMPLE



8. What is the likely consequence when a trailer separates from the tractor
and both air lines are disconnected?
A. The trailer will come to a complete stop.
B. The tractor will continue moving without the trailer.
C. The trailer brakes will automatically engage.
D. The service brakes will fail.

When a trailer separates from the tractor and both air lines are disconnected, the likely outcome is that the trailer
brakes will automatically engage. This is because most trailers are equipped with a braking system that
activates when air pressure is lost. When the air lines disconnect, the trailer loses its air supply, which triggers
the emergency brakes. The spring brakes on the trailer, designed for such situations, will engage, helping to
bring the trailer to a stop. This safety feature is crucial for preventing further accidents and ensuring the trailer
doesn’t roll away uncontrollably.  Understanding the mechanics behind this system is vital for safe vehicle
operation, especially in large trucks and trailers where the potential for accidents increases if the trailer
detaches. While the tractor may continue to move momentarily, the most significant safety mechanism involves
the trailer's brakes engaging to prevent collateral damage or hazards on the roadway.

9. What is the purpose of the service line in a combination vehicle?
A. To provide power to the engine
B. To carry air to a relay valve for brakes
C. To connect the cab to the trailer
D. To distribute fuel to the vehicle

The service line in a combination vehicle is essential for the braking system's functionality. It carries air to a
relay valve, which then controls the brakes on the trailer. This air supply allows for the proper application and
release of the trailer's brakes, ensuring that they respond effectively to the driver's commands through the
vehicle's braking system.   This design is crucial for safety and control while operating large trucks or
combination vehicles, as it ensures synchronized braking between the tractor and the trailer. The relay valve
maximizes braking efficiency and responsiveness, which is vital when driving large vehicles that require longer
stopping distances. The other options do not pertain to the function of the service line; they refer to power and
connections that are not related to the braking operation in combination vehicles.

10. What does a "no zone" refer to in combination vehicle driving?
A. Areas around a vehicle where other drivers cannot see you
B. Specific lanes designated for combination vehicles only
C. Designated rest areas for combination vehicles
D. Zones where parking is prohibited for commercial vehicles

A "no zone" refers to areas around a combination vehicle where other drivers cannot see the vehicle. This
concept is crucial for both the safety of combination vehicle operators and other drivers on the road. These blind
spots are typically located on the sides, rear, and sometimes the front of large trucks and trailers. Understanding
the no zones helps drivers make safer decisions while navigating around larger vehicles, as they may not be
visible to the driver of the combination vehicle. Recognizing these areas can reduce the risk of accidents,
ensuring that all road users remain aware of their surroundings.   The other options do not accurately describe
what a no zone entails. There are no specific lanes designated solely for combination vehicles, nor are there
designated rest areas or parking zones specifically prohibiting commercial vehicle parking that are referred to as
no zones. The term strictly pertains to the visibility challenges related to the positioning of larger vehicles on the
roadway.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://combinationendorsement.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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