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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://dbia3.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SAMPLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. The Spearin Doctrine is judicially recognized at both state and federal
levels. True or False?
A. Not recognized
B. Recognized at state level only
C. True
D. False

2. Application is determined on a state-by-state basis (not valid in all states).
True or False?
A. True
B. False
C. Not Applicable
D. Sometimes

3. Promissory estoppel requires which element besides detrimental reliance
on a promise?
A. A promise
B. Clear promise
C. Consideration
D. Written contract

4. Which doctrine states that plans and specs furnished are accurate and
suitable for their intended purpose?
A. CMAR Contract
B. Spearin Doctrine
C. Step 1
D. Constructive Changes

5. In the Constructive Changes process, a request denied by the owner
corresponds to which step?
A. Step 1
B. Step 4
C. Step 3
D. Step 2
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6. How many Implementing Techniques are described?
A. 12
B. 18
C. 24
D. 6

7. Direct Damages or Consequential Damages? 'Lost Profit on the project'.
A. Consequential Damages
B. Incidental Damages
C. Punitive Damages
D. Direct Damages

8. Which of the following is NOT listed as a type of law?
A. Contract Law
B. Tort Law
C. Administrative Law
D. Common Law

9. Which damages type accounts for losses that are a result of the breach,
such as business opportunity losses beyond the project itself?
A. Direct
B. Incidental
C. Punitive
D. Consequential

10. What are two examples of an unenforceable contract that is contrary to
public policy?
A. Duress; Misrepresentation and Fraud
B. Misrepresentation; Fraud
C. Duress; Breach
D. Duress; Consideration
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Answers
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1. C
2. A
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. D
8. C
9. D
10. A
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Explanations
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1. The Spearin Doctrine is judicially recognized at both state and federal
levels. True or False?
A. Not recognized
B. Recognized at state level only
C. True
D. False

When the government provides design and construction plans, defects in those plans shift risk to the
government rather than the contractor. The Spearin Doctrine holds that if a contractor performs according to
government-provided plans and specifications, and those plans are defective, the government bears liability for
the resulting project problems. This principle originated in United States v. Spearin (1918) and has been adopted
in federal courts, with many states recognizing the same idea through their own cases or quasi-warranty
concepts. Therefore, the statement is true: the Spearin Doctrine is judicially recognized at both the federal level
and in many state courts.

2. Application is determined on a state-by-state basis (not valid in all states).
True or False?
A. True
B. False
C. Not Applicable
D. Sometimes

The main idea is that how design-build is used is set by state laws and procurement rules, not a single
nationwide standard. Each state decides whether design-build is permitted for public projects, how the selection
is conducted (for example, best value vs. lowest bid), what qualifications are required, and what roles must be
included in the project team. Because these rules vary from state to state, you can’t assume the same approach
applies everywhere. That’s why the statement is true: the applicability of design-build is determined state by
state and may not be valid in all states. When working on a project, always check the specific state statutes and
procurement codes for that jurisdiction, along with DBIA guidance applicable to that state.

3. Promissory estoppel requires which element besides detrimental reliance
on a promise?
A. A promise
B. Clear promise
C. Consideration
D. Written contract

Promissory estoppel hinges on enforcing a promise to avoid injustice when someone relies on it to their
detriment. Besides detrimental reliance, the promise must be clear and definite. That clarity matters because it
shows there is a real, specific commitment the promisee reasonably relies upon. A vague or ambiguous
assurance isn’t enough to support estoppel, since it wouldn’t establish a definite obligation the promisor should
be held to. This is why the correct element is a clear promise. Written form isn’t required, and promissory
estoppel serves as an exception to the need for consideration, so those options aren’t the defining add-ons.
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4. Which doctrine states that plans and specs furnished are accurate and
suitable for their intended purpose?
A. CMAR Contract
B. Spearin Doctrine
C. Step 1
D. Constructive Changes

The main idea is that owner-provided plans and specifications are treated as accurate and suitable for
construction, so the risk of design defects stays with the owner rather than the contractor. This principle comes
from the Spearin Doctrine, rooted in United States v. Spearin (1916). It means if the project can’t be built or faces
problems because the drawings or specs are flawed, the contractor isn’t to blame for those issues and the owner
(or designer) would need to fix or redesign at their own expense. In design-build contexts, this concept still
guides risk allocation: the party responsible for the design supplies accurate information, and the builder
executes per that design. Other options relate to different concepts (delivery method risk-sharing, a
non-applicable term, or a change mechanism) and don’t embody the idea that the provided plans are presumed
accurate.

5. In the Constructive Changes process, a request denied by the owner
corresponds to which step?
A. Step 1
B. Step 4
C. Step 3
D. Step 2

In constructive changes, a change request moves through a sequence where the owner can approve, modify, or
deny the request. When the owner denies the request, that denial itself defines the stage of the process where a
potential constructive change is recognized. The denial indicates that the proposed change isn’t authorized, yet
the contract work affected by the request still impacts cost or schedule. This denial typically triggers the
contractor to pursue an equitable adjustment through the contract’s claims or dispute process. That knock-on
effect—recognizing a potential change due to the denial—is why this moment is identified as the corresponding
step in the process.

6. How many Implementing Techniques are described?
A. 12
B. 18
C. 24
D. 6

This question tests your recall of how many Implementing Techniques are described in the DBIA study materials.
The number is eighteen, as the material lays out eighteen distinct techniques used to implement design-build in
projects. The list is presented as a fixed, published count in the Implementing Techniques section, covering
various aspects like collaboration methods, procurement approaches, risk management, cost and schedule
control, and performance-based requirements. So eighteen is the exact count the materials emphasize, and
that’s why it’s the best answer. The other numbers don’t fit the official material—they don’t match the
enumerated list provided in the study guide. If you want to be certain, double-check the Implementing
Techniques section to confirm there are eighteen techniques described.
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7. Direct Damages or Consequential Damages? 'Lost Profit on the project'.
A. Consequential Damages
B. Incidental Damages
C. Punitive Damages
D. Direct Damages

Direct damages are the losses that flow naturally from the breach and reflect the economic value the
non-breaching party would have received had the contract been performed. Losing the profit on the project fits
this: it’s the straightforward financial impact of not completing the project as agreed—the expected profit the
project would have produced. This damage is the normal consequence of non-performance under the contract,
not a result of special, foreseeability-based circumstances. Incidental damages cover extra costs incurred in
handling the breach (like mitigation or storage), not the profit lost from the project itself. Punitive damages
punish bad conduct and aren’t awarded in typical contract breaches. So the lost profit on the project is
considered direct damages.

8. Which of the following is NOT listed as a type of law?
A. Contract Law
B. Tort Law
C. Administrative Law
D. Common Law

The question tests how law types are categorized, distinguishing private-law areas from public/regulatory law.
In many design-build or contract-focused contexts, the common types listed are contract law, which covers
agreed-upon terms and obligations; tort law, which deals with civil wrongs and damages; and common law, the
body of judge-made principles that guide those interactions. Administrative law, on the other hand, is a
public-law area that governs how government agencies create rules, adjudicate disputes, and enforce
regulations. Because the set in this item emphasizes private-law categories rather than regulatory governance,
administrative law would be the one not listed.

9. Which damages type accounts for losses that are a result of the breach,
such as business opportunity losses beyond the project itself?
A. Direct
B. Incidental
C. Punitive
D. Consequential

Consequential damages are losses that flow from the breach but aren’t the immediate, direct result of the faulty
performance. They cover impact on the injured party’s broader business, such as lost profits, missed
opportunities, or downtime that occurs because the project didn’t go as planned. In a design-build or
construction context, if breaching party’s failure causes the owner to miss a critical business opportunity or
suffer other business-related losses beyond the project itself, those losses are typically categorized as
consequential damages. They reflect the ripple effects of the breach on the claimant’s overall operations, not
just the cost to fix the project.  Direct damages would be the immediate costs tied to rectifying or completing the
project to satisfy the contract, while incidental damages are additional recoverable costs incurred in dealing with
the breach (like inspection or storing materials). Punitive damages, which aim to punish the wrongdoer, are
generally not awarded for contract breaches. So the described losses—business opportunity losses that extend
beyond the project—fit best with consequential damages because they represent the broader, foreseeable
impact of the breach on the claimant’s business.
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10. What are two examples of an unenforceable contract that is contrary to
public policy?
A. Duress; Misrepresentation and Fraud
B. Misrepresentation; Fraud
C. Duress; Breach
D. Duress; Consideration

Contracts obtained through coercion or deceit violate public policy, so they aren’t enforceable. When someone is
forced into an agreement by threats or undue pressure, consent isn’t voluntary, and the contract can't stand in
court. Similarly, if one party relies on false statements or hides important facts to induce the other to sign,
consent is vitiated; misrepresentation undermines the agreement, and if fraud is involved, there’s intent to
deceive, which strengthens the reason the contract should not be enforceable. These two areas—duress and
misrepresentation/fraud—are classic examples of agreements that are unenforceable because they violate the
standards of voluntary, honest consent. The other scenarios don’t fit this public-policy ground: a breach
happens after formation, not the reason a contract is unenforceable from the outset, and issues like lack of
consideration or miscellaneous terms don’t describe unenforceability due to public policy in the same way.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://dbia3.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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