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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is required to submit latent fingerprints to the Latent Print section?
A. Only the fingerprint cards
B. A verbal report of findings
C. A 75-48 listing the number of fingerprint cards
D. An online submission form

2. What charge would apply to an individual who commits a robbery while
armed with a weapon and wearing body armor?
A. Simple robbery
B. Robbery with a firearm
C. Robbery with aggravated circumstances
D. Robbery with possession of body armor

3. Which of the following statements is false in reference to interviewing
techniques?
A. Direct questions should be used sparingly
B. Indirect questions should dominate the interview
C. Only direct questions can elicit reliable responses
D. Utilizing both techniques can enhance the interview

4. What best justifies an officer ordering occupants out of a vehicle during a
traffic stop?
A. The officer suspects they are armed
B. The officer wants to check their identification
C. The officer has a reasonable belief for their safety
D. The officer is required to conduct a field sobriety test

5. What is the main focus of a detective when gathering evidence?
A. To create a narrative for the court
B. To ensure the evidence is sufficient for prosecution
C. To clean the crime scene properly
D. To intimidate potential witnesses
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6. How many photographs will an investigator secure for conducting a
photographic display, including the suspect's photograph?
A. 5
B. 6
C. 7
D. 8

7. During a robbery investigation, what is required for officers acting on
anonymous information to successfully obtain a search warrant?
A. Only the tip must be verified
B. Independent investigation must corroborate the information
C. They must have eyewitness testimony
D. They can act without corroboration

8. What does 'forensics' involve in criminal investigations?
A. The examination of witness statements
B. The application of scientific methods and techniques for analyzing evidence
C. The review of security camera footage
D. The assessment of physical locations

9. What is the most common method for establishing a criminal informant's
reliability for probable cause?
A. Witness testimony
B. Documenting past accurate information leading to arrests
C. Surveillance operations
D. Confessions from suspects

10. What offense is committed when someone knowingly restrains another
unlawfully, exposing them to risk of serious bodily injury?
A. Unlawful restraint
B. Kidnapping
C. False imprisonment
D. Assault
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. C
4. C
5. B
6. D
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. A
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Explanations
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1. What is required to submit latent fingerprints to the Latent Print section?
A. Only the fingerprint cards
B. A verbal report of findings
C. A 75-48 listing the number of fingerprint cards
D. An online submission form

Submitting latent fingerprints to the Latent Print section requires a 75-48 listing, which details the number of
fingerprint cards being submitted. This listing is essential for maintaining accurate records and ensuring that the
submission is tracked properly throughout the forensic process. It helps the Latent Print section manage the
volume of samples they receive and allows for a systematic approach to analyzing each submission.  The 75-48
form serves as a formal documentation tool that complements the fingerprint cards. It includes critical
information such as the number of cards, case details, and other relevant identifiers that streamline the
processing of the fingerprints. Without this documentation, the submission could lead to confusion or
mismanagement of the evidence.  While other forms of communication, such as verbal reports or online forms,
may be relevant in certain contexts, the formalized method of listing proposed by the 75-48 is specifically
designed to facilitate the tracking and processing of latent fingerprints in a systematic way. This requirement
ensures that all necessary information accompanies the physical evidence, adhering to established protocols in
forensic investigation.

2. What charge would apply to an individual who commits a robbery while
armed with a weapon and wearing body armor?
A. Simple robbery
B. Robbery with a firearm
C. Robbery with aggravated circumstances
D. Robbery with possession of body armor

The correct charge for an individual who commits a robbery while armed with a weapon and wearing body armor
is robbery with aggravated circumstances. This term typically refers to crimes that involve additional elements
that elevate the severity of the offense. In this case, the use of a weapon during the robbery represents a
significant aggravating factor, as it poses a heightened risk of harm to victims and law enforcement. 
Additionally, the presence of body armor further indicates premeditation and an intention to engage in potentially
violent conduct, showing the perpetrator’s awareness of the risk involved. Such elements contribute to
classifying the offense as one with aggravated circumstances, thereby leading to more severe penalties than
would apply for a robbery committed without these additional factors.  While robbery with a firearm might also
seem applicable, the specific combination of factors—in this case, the added body armor—points more directly
to aggravated circumstances, which is the reason for selecting this charge.
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3. Which of the following statements is false in reference to interviewing
techniques?
A. Direct questions should be used sparingly
B. Indirect questions should dominate the interview
C. Only direct questions can elicit reliable responses
D. Utilizing both techniques can enhance the interview

The statement that only direct questions can elicit reliable responses is considered false because it overlooks
the value and effectiveness of indirect questions in an interview. While direct questions are straightforward and
can provide clear answers, they may not always capture the complexity of a situation or provoke in-depth
responses. Indirect questions, on the other hand, often encourage interviewees to reflect and elaborate on their
thoughts or feelings, leading to more nuanced and insightful information.  Effective interviewing techniques
often involve a balance of both direct and indirect questions. Utilizing a variety of questioning styles allows the
interviewer to adapt to the interviewee's responses and the context of the conversation, resulting in a more
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. This blend can help uncover details that might not have
surfaced through direct questioning alone, thus enhancing the overall quality of the interview.

4. What best justifies an officer ordering occupants out of a vehicle during a
traffic stop?
A. The officer suspects they are armed
B. The officer wants to check their identification
C. The officer has a reasonable belief for their safety
D. The officer is required to conduct a field sobriety test

The justification for an officer ordering occupants out of a vehicle during a traffic stop primarily revolves around
their safety and the safety of others involved. When an officer has a reasonable belief for their safety, it means
they are assessing the situation based on their training and experience. Factors might include the behavior of
the occupants, the presence of suspicious items, or other indicators that suggest a potential threat.  This
approach aligns with established law regarding police authority during vehicle stops, as officers have a duty to
protect themselves and ensure a safe environment. For instance, if an officer suspects that a person could be
armed or has reason to believe that the occupants are behaving erratically, they may decide to remove the
individuals from the vehicle to mitigate risks of harm.   While other factors, such as suspecting someone is
armed or the need to check identification, may play a role in the decision-making process during a stop, they do
not provide a comprehensive justification on their own for ordering occupants out of the vehicle in the same way
that an overarching concern for safety does. Similarly, requiring a field sobriety test is a procedural measure that
does not innately justify the order for occupants to exit the vehicle. Ultimately, the emphasis on a reasonable
belief for safety encapsulates the essential rationale for such

Sample study guide, visit https://detective.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 12

SAMPLE



5. What is the main focus of a detective when gathering evidence?
A. To create a narrative for the court
B. To ensure the evidence is sufficient for prosecution
C. To clean the crime scene properly
D. To intimidate potential witnesses

The primary focus of a detective when gathering evidence is to ensure the evidence is sufficient for prosecution.
This entails collecting, preserving, and analyzing evidence in a manner that meets legal standards, so it can be
effectively used in court. Detectives are tasked with building a case that can hold up against scrutiny during
legal proceedings, which requires thorough documentation and a deep understanding of evidentiary rules. 
Crafting a narrative for the court may be a part of the overall process of case development, but it is secondary to
the critical goal of substantiating the evidence in accordance with legal requirements. Properly handling the
crime scene is also vital, but it does not encompass the detective's primary focus on evidence that supports
prosecution. Intimidating witnesses runs counter to ethical standards in law enforcement and would
compromise the integrity of the investigation, making it an inappropriate focus for any responsible detective.
Thus, ensuring the evidence is sufficient for prosecution stands out as the essential objective in a detective's
work.

6. How many photographs will an investigator secure for conducting a
photographic display, including the suspect's photograph?
A. 5
B. 6
C. 7
D. 8

In conducting a photographic display, also known as a photo lineup, the typical practice is to include a total of
eight photographs, which comprises the suspect's photograph along with seven fillers or decoys. The reason for
including a minimum of six to eight photographs is to ensure that the witness or victim has a fair chance to
identify the suspect among other individuals who resemble the suspect in appearance but are not involved in the
crime.   Using eight photographs helps to maintain the integrity of the identification process by providing a
sufficient number of non-suspect images that can help to reduce potential bias. The aim is to support accurate
identification while minimizing the likelihood of false identifications. It's essential for investigators to adhere to
these standards to uphold the legitimacy of the evidence that may be used in court. Therefore, securing eight
photographs, including the suspect’s, is the accepted guideline in investigative procedures.
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7. During a robbery investigation, what is required for officers acting on
anonymous information to successfully obtain a search warrant?
A. Only the tip must be verified
B. Independent investigation must corroborate the information
C. They must have eyewitness testimony
D. They can act without corroboration

For officers acting on anonymous information to successfully obtain a search warrant, it is essential that an
independent investigation must corroborate the information provided. This requirement is rooted in the need for
probable cause, which is a fundamental element of obtaining a warrant under the Fourth Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution.  When dealing with anonymous tips, law enforcement must establish the reliability of the
information. Simply relying on an unverified tip could lead to violations of constitutional rights, as the courts
require that there be sufficient credible information to justify the invasion of privacy that occurs with a search.
By corroborating the tip through independent investigation, officers can establish that the allegation is more
than just a vague suspicion and supports a reasonable belief that evidence of a crime exists at the location
specified in the warrant.  This standard establishes a critical check on the use of anonymous information,
ensuring that search warrants are only issued based on substantiated claims rather than unverified assertions.
Such corroboration might involve surveillance, obtaining additional tips, or direct observations that support the
initial claims made in the anonymous information.

8. What does 'forensics' involve in criminal investigations?
A. The examination of witness statements
B. The application of scientific methods and techniques for analyzing evidence
C. The review of security camera footage
D. The assessment of physical locations

Forensics plays a crucial role in criminal investigations by utilizing scientific methods and techniques to analyze
evidence. This discipline encompasses various areas such as biology, chemistry, physics, and various
specialized fields like toxicology, ballistics, and digital forensics, among others. By applying these scientific
principles, forensic experts can help reconstruct events, identify victims, and establish links between suspects
and crime scenes based on physical evidence, such as fingerprints, blood samples, or digital data.  While
examining witness statements, reviewing security camera footage, and assessing physical locations all
contribute valuable information to an investigation, they do not encapsulate the comprehensive and scientific
nature of forensic analysis. Forensics specifically focuses on transforming physical evidence into actionable
insights, making it essential for solving crimes and ensuring justice.
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9. What is the most common method for establishing a criminal informant's
reliability for probable cause?
A. Witness testimony
B. Documenting past accurate information leading to arrests
C. Surveillance operations
D. Confessions from suspects

The most common method for establishing a criminal informant's reliability for probable cause involves
documenting past accurate information leading to arrests. This process is crucial because it provides a track
record of the informant's credibility and the usefulness of the information they provide.  When law enforcement
agencies assess an informant, they look for a history of reliability. If an informant has previously supplied
accurate and actionable intelligence that has resulted in successful arrests or convictions, this history
strengthens the case for considering their current information as credible. This documented history builds a
pattern of reliability that can contribute to the establishment of probable cause, which is necessary for law
enforcement to take certain actions, such as obtaining a search warrant or making an arrest.  The other options,
while potentially useful in different contexts, do not serve the specific purpose of demonstrating an informant's
reliability as effectively. Witness testimony can be subjective and may not relate directly to the informant's past
actions. Surveillance operations are often used to corroborate current intelligence but do not inherently provide
proof of an informant’s previous reliability. Confessions from suspects can indicate guilt, but they don’t
necessarily validate the accuracy or credibility of the informant’s previous intelligence. Thus, documenting past
accurate information remains the most direct and effective approach to establishing an

10. What offense is committed when someone knowingly restrains another
unlawfully, exposing them to risk of serious bodily injury?
A. Unlawful restraint
B. Kidnapping
C. False imprisonment
D. Assault

The offense committed when someone knowingly restrains another unlawfully, exposing them to the risk of
serious bodily injury, is unlawful restraint. This crime involves the intentional and unlawful restriction of a
person's freedom of movement, which can include physical confinement or coercing someone to stay in a
certain place against their will.   Unlawful restraint focuses on the actual containment or restriction of an
individual's movements, regardless of the intent to hold them for a longer period or the purpose behind the
restraint. If the act of restraining someone also intentionally puts them at risk of serious bodily injury, it
enhances the gravity of the situation and highlights the malicious nature of the action.   In contrast, other
options describe related but distinct concepts. Kidnapping generally involves unlawfully taking or carrying away
a person with the intent to deprive them of their liberty or to hold them for ransom or other unlawful purposes.
False imprisonment also involves the unlawful confinement of a person but typically does not necessarily imply
a risk of serious bodily injury. Lastly, assault refers to causing apprehension of imminent harmful or offensive
contact but does not entail actual physical restraint. Understanding these distinctions is crucial in recognizing
the nuances involved in various offenses against personal liberty and safety.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://detective.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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