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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What does Dunny associate with the scent of Chanel Number Five?
A. Mary Dempster
B. Jill Surgeoner
C. Mabel Heighington
D. His mother

2. Who is associated with the term "Devil" in Fifth Business?
A. Dunstan Ramsay
B. Amasa Dempster
C. Gyges
D. Liesl

3. Whose "intelligent, cool unswerving devotion" makes her attractive to
Dunny?
A. Diana
B. Denyse
C. Leola
D. Liesl

4. What are the psychological implications of Dunstan's childhood
experiences?
A. They have no effect on his adult life
B. They are a source of humor in the narrative
C. They shape his motivations and fears
D. They clarify his views on education

5. Where did Dunny showcase his abilities as a teacher for the first time?
A. The Local School
B. The Community Center
C. The Library
D. The Town Hall
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6. What is a central theme in Fifth Business regarding personal responsibility?
A. It's irrelevant to character development
B. It's a recurring conflict that shapes personal relationships
C. It only matters for the protagonist
D. It's a source of comedy throughout the novel

7. What unusual event involves Dunny and a bearded lady?
A. A duet performance
B. Dancing together
C. A storytelling session
D. A competition

8. What is the role of the arts in Fifth Business?
A. To provide a backdrop for the main story
B. As a means for characters to explore their identities and illuminate personal

themes
C. To showcase the author's skills without relation to the theme
D. As a way to distract from the narrative

9. Who critiques the concept of God being created in one's own image?
A. Padre Balzone
B. Dunny
C. Jill Surgeoner
D. Paul Dempster

10. How does the character of Mary Dempsey serve as a catalyst in the story?
A. She distracts Dunstan from his journey
B. She triggers feelings of guilt and responsibility in Dunstan
C. She has no significant impact on Dunstan's development
D. She represents a mere love interest without deeper implications
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Answers
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1. A
2. D
3. B
4. C
5. C
6. B
7. B
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What does Dunny associate with the scent of Chanel Number Five?
A. Mary Dempster
B. Jill Surgeoner
C. Mabel Heighington
D. His mother

Dunny associates the scent of Chanel Number Five with Mary Dempster, who is a central figure in his life and a
significant influence on his personal development. The perfume symbolizes Dunny's complex feelings toward
Mary, as she embodies a mix of beauty, grace, and a certain otherworldly presence that captivates and haunts
him. The scent evokes memories and emotions tied to her, emphasizing the depth of their relationship and the
impact she has had on him throughout his life. This connection reflects the overarching themes of the novel
regarding the intertwining of reality and the metaphysical, and how pivotal characters shape one's identity and
perception.   The other options, while they may represent important women in Dunny's life, do not carry the same
level of emotional resonance tied to the Chanel perfume and its connection to a formative, life-altering
experience.

2. Who is associated with the term "Devil" in Fifth Business?
A. Dunstan Ramsay
B. Amasa Dempster
C. Gyges
D. Liesl

The term "Devil" in "Fifth Business" is closely associated with Liesl, who embodies various aspects of
temptation, seduction, and the darker elements of human nature. Liesl serves as a catalyst for change in
Dunstan Ramsay’s life, leading him to confront his own demons and explore his identity. Her character is
intricately tied to the themes of duality and moral complexity, reflecting the idea that the "Devil" can appear in
transformative forms that challenge the protagonist's understanding of good and evil.  Liesl’s influence in the
narrative illustrates how the concept of the Devil is not just a representation of evil but also a force that can
provoke self-discovery and growth. This connection highlights her role as a guiding figure in Dunstan’s journey,
ultimately leading him to deeper insights about himself and the world around him. The other
characters—Dunstan, Amasa, and Gyges—do not encapsulate the same thematic significance regarding the
devilish qualities tied to temptation and moral ambiguity as Liesl does.

3. Whose "intelligent, cool unswerving devotion" makes her attractive to
Dunny?
A. Diana
B. Denyse
C. Leola
D. Liesl

The "intelligent, cool unswerving devotion" that captivates Dunny refers to Denyse. Denyse is depicted as a
character who embodies strength and unwavering loyalty, qualities that deeply resonate with Dunny throughout
the narrative. Her intellect and composed demeanor contrast with the more emotionally turbulent relationships
Dunny experiences, specifically with other characters. This particular combination of characteristics attracts
Dunny, as he is drawn to her stability and the reliability that she represents in his complex life.  While other
characters like Diana and Leola possess their own intriguing qualities, they do not encapsulate the same level of
steadfast devotion in relation to Dunny. Liesl, though compelling and significant, operates more on a different
emotional and philosophical plane, affecting Dunny in distinct ways that do not directly mimic or contrast with
Denyse's influence. Thus, Denyse's portrayal as someone who embodies both intelligence and unwavering
support makes her the most attractive option for Dunny within the context of the story.
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4. What are the psychological implications of Dunstan's childhood
experiences?
A. They have no effect on his adult life
B. They are a source of humor in the narrative
C. They shape his motivations and fears
D. They clarify his views on education

The childhood experiences of Dunstan Ramsay in "Fifth Business" significantly influence his psychological
makeup as he grows into adulthood. These experiences serve as foundations for his motivations, desires, and
fears, ultimately shaping his personal identity and worldview. For instance, Dunstan’s relationship with his
mother, the guilt associated with the snowball incident, and the complexity of his feelings towards women all
contribute to his ongoing search for meaning and understanding in life.  Dunstan's profound sense of guilt and
his struggle with his identity stem from these early experiences, which drive his philosophical inquiries and
affect his relationships. His childhood heavily informs his thoughts on religion, the nature of good and evil, and
his quest for personal redemption. This psychological backdrop allows readers to understand how his past is
intertwined with his present, making it a critical factor in his character development throughout the novel.   While
some options may seem appealing or relevant, they do not capture the depth of how Dunstan's childhood
intricately influences his entire life trajectory, making the implications of his early experiences an integral part of
the narrative.

5. Where did Dunny showcase his abilities as a teacher for the first time?
A. The Local School
B. The Community Center
C. The Library
D. The Town Hall

In "Fifth Business," Dunny showcases his abilities as a teacher for the first time at the library. This setting
represents a pivotal moment in his development, as it is here he harnesses and expresses his passion for
sharing knowledge. The library serves as a place of learning and accessibility, allowing Dunny to engage with
students and demonstrate his teaching skills in an environment that symbolizes education and literature. By
starting his teaching journey in such a significant location, it sets the tone for his ongoing relationship with
learning and the influence he has on others throughout the narrative. This context reinforces his character's
depth and the theme of education as a critical element in his life and the lives of those around him.
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6. What is a central theme in Fifth Business regarding personal responsibility?
A. It's irrelevant to character development
B. It's a recurring conflict that shapes personal relationships
C. It only matters for the protagonist
D. It's a source of comedy throughout the novel

The central theme of personal responsibility in "Fifth Business" is intricately woven into the fabric of the
narrative, demonstrating how responsibilities shape not just individual identities but also relationships with
others. The protagonist, Dunstan Ramsay, exemplifies this theme as he navigates the consequences of his past
actions and the lives of those around him. His interactions with characters like Boy Staunton and Leola, as well
as the deep psychological underpinnings of their relationships, clearly reflect how personal responsibility is a
recurring motif that drives conflict and character development throughout the story.  The exploration of guilt,
duty, and the impact of one’s choices illustrates that individuals cannot foresee the extent to which their actions
affect others. As Dunstan grapples with the implications of his responsibilities—stemming from his childhood
experiences and the concept of being a "fifth business"—the narrative reveals how these conflicts and
commitments influence his relationships and lead to personal growth, struggles, and ultimately, self-discovery.
This ongoing reflection on responsibility establishes a foundation for understanding the complexities of human
interactions within the novel.

7. What unusual event involves Dunny and a bearded lady?
A. A duet performance
B. Dancing together
C. A storytelling session
D. A competition

In "Fifth Business" by Robertson Davies, the unusual event involving Dunny and the bearded lady is a significant
moment that highlights themes of identity and the extraordinary in everyday life. In the story, Dunny, also known
as Dunstan Ramsay, has a deep fascination with the bearded lady he encounters at the circus. Their interaction
is not merely a whimsical encounter but rather serves as a profound exploration of societal norms and personal
connection.   Dancing together represents a moment of vulnerability and shared experience between Dunny and
the bearded lady, who, like Dunny, exists outside conventional societal expectations. This interaction
underscores how both characters challenge traditional notions of beauty and normalcy, ultimately leading to
significant personal revelations for Dunny. The choice reflects a pivotal moment in his journey, reinforcing the
themes of acceptance and the complexity of human relationships woven throughout the novel.   While the other
events—such as a duet performance, a storytelling session, or a competition—could involve interaction or
connection, they don't capture the unique blend of intimacy and philosophical inquiry that occurs when Dunny
and the bearded lady dance together.
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8. What is the role of the arts in Fifth Business?
A. To provide a backdrop for the main story
B. As a means for characters to explore their identities and illuminate personal

themes
C. To showcase the author's skills without relation to the theme
D. As a way to distract from the narrative

The role of the arts in "Fifth Business" is crucial, serving as a means for characters to explore their identities and
illuminate personal themes. Throughout the novel, various forms of artistic expression, such as music,
storytelling, and theater, are interwoven into the characters' journeys, allowing them to reflect on their
experiences and relationships. For example, Dunstan Ramsay, the protagonist, finds personal significance in the
arts, not only as a means of self-expression but also as a vehicle for understanding his complex identity and the
profound psychological and spiritual truths of his life. Through the lens of the arts, Davies delves into themes of
memory, guilt, and the quest for meaning, highlighting how creativity is integral to personal development and
self-realization. This exploration aids both the characters and the readers in grappling with deeper existential
questions, emphasizing the transformative power of the arts in shaping human experience.   Other options
present alternative views that don’t capture the essence of how the arts function in the narrative. While the arts
might provide a backdrop or display the author's skills, these aspects do not reflect their fundamental role in
character development and thematic exploration. Moreover, suggesting that the arts serve as a distraction
undermines their significance in enhancing narrative depth.

9. Who critiques the concept of God being created in one's own image?
A. Padre Balzone
B. Dunny
C. Jill Surgeoner
D. Paul Dempster

The critique of the concept of God being created in one's own image is particularly articulated by Dunny, also
known as Dunstable Ramsay, who serves as the narrator and central character in "Fifth Business." His journey
throughout the novel involves profound reflections on the nature of spirituality, identity, and morality. Dunny
wrestles with the implications of how personal experiences and cultural narratives shape one’s understanding of
the divine. His observations challenge the simplistic notion that people can fully comprehend or define God
based on their limited human experiences and perspectives.   In contrast, other characters such as Padre
Balzone, Jill Surgeoner, and Paul Dempster represent different viewpoints and engage with spirituality in their
ways, but it is Dunny’s critical examination of these themes that emphasizes the danger of imposing human
attributes onto God, thereby losing the transcendent aspect of the divine. This deep introspection is a key theme
in the novel, reflecting Davies’ exploration of the complexities of faith and the human experience.
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10. How does the character of Mary Dempsey serve as a catalyst in the story?
A. She distracts Dunstan from his journey
B. She triggers feelings of guilt and responsibility in Dunstan
C. She has no significant impact on Dunstan's development
D. She represents a mere love interest without deeper implications

Mary Dempsey plays a crucial role in Dunstan Ramsay's journey throughout "Fifth Business" by triggering
deep-seated feelings of guilt and responsibility within him. Her presence and the circumstances surrounding her
character compel Dunstan to confront his past and examine the consequences of his actions. The pivotal
moment when she becomes part of the narrative, particularly through the event involving her son and her
struggles, forces Dunstan to reflect on his own moral dilemmas and his intricate ties to the people around him.  
While some might view her as a mere distraction or a love interest, Mary Dempsey’s character embodies the
theme of responsibility. As Dunstan grapples with his feelings of guilt regarding the incident with her son, her
significance transcends romantic implications, as she becomes a catalyst for his internal conflict and
transformation. In essence, she is instrumental in shaping Dunstan's identity and choices, solidifying the
importance of moral accountability in his life.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://fifthbusiness.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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