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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What is the minimum distance that a septic tank should be from drainage
ditches?

A. 25 Ft
B. 10 Ft
C.15Ft
D. 50 Ft

2. Which materials should be avoided when disposing of waste in a septic
system?

A. Food scraps and organic waste

B. Grease, oils, solvents, and non-biodegradable items
C. Paper products and biodegradable items

D. Human waste and toilet paper

3. Can chemical additives positively affect septic system performance?
A. Yes, they are always beneficial
B. No, they can harm the system’s bacteria
C. Yes, in some cases they help
D. No, but they have no effect

4. What is the minimum size requirement for a grease trap?
A. 50 gallons
B. 75 gallons
C. 100 gallons
D. 125 gallons

5. What happens when a septic system is improperly maintained?
A. It can lead to sewage backups and system failures
B. It enhances the efficiency of wastewater treatment
C. It reduces the operational costs of the system
D. It provides better soil nutrients
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6. What are the main components of a septic system?
A. Septic tank, drain field, and soil absorption area
B. Septic tank, pump station, and holding tank
C. Drainage ditch, interceptor, and filtration unit
D. Septic tank, grease trap, and stormwater basin

7. Which of the following is NOT a reason to contact the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division?

A. Projects exceeding 10,000 gallons per day

B. Residential systems over 2,000 gallons per day
C. Increased construction activity in the area

D. New chemical substances in wastewater

8. What should homeowners monitor to maintain their septic system
properly?

A. The color of their septic tank

B. The frequency of water usage in the household
C. The amount of vegetation over the septic field
D. The level of noise from the septic system

9. What must be done for any project with a total daily flow of 10,000 gallons
on a single property?

A. Submit a report to the local council

B. Obtain a permit from Georgia Environmental Protection Division
C. Notify local residents

D. Install monitoring systems

10. Which of the following is NOT a key consideration when selecting a dosing
tank?

A. Size of the tank

B. Color of the tank

C. Type of wastewater
D. Total Dynamic Head
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Explanations




1. What is the minimum distance that a septic tank should be from drainage
ditches?

A. 25 Ft
B. 10 Ft
C.15Ft
D. 50 Ft

The correct choice reflects the guidelines established for septic system placement concerning drainage ditches.
Maintaining a minimum distance of 15 feet from drainage ditches is crucial for several reasons, primarily to
prevent contamination of surface water and ensure proper operation of the septic system. By adhering to this
minimum distance, the risk of effluent from the septic tank entering nearby drainage ditches is minimized. This
is vital for protecting water quality, as any contamination can lead to public health issues and environmental
harm. Additionally, this distance helps ensure that the septic system operates efficiently by preventing excessive
moisture or flooding from the drainage ditches from adversely impacting the septic tank and surrounding soil. In
contrast, the other distances would not adequately mitigate the risks associated with proximity to drainage
ditches. For example, a minimum distance of 10 feet may not provide sufficient protection and could lead to
contamination risks. Distances of 25 feet or 50 feet, while safer, exceed the regulatory requirement and may not
be necessary unless specific site conditions warrant them. The regulation's choice of 15 feet strikes a balance
between safety and practicality for residential and commercial properties.

2. Which materials should be avoided when disposing of waste in a septic
system?

A. Food scraps and organic waste
B. Grease, oils, solvents, and non-biodegradable items

C. Paper products and biodegradable items
D. Human waste and toilet paper

The choice to avoid grease, oils, solvents, and non-biodegradable items when disposing of waste in a septic
system is crucial for maintaining its functionality and longevity. These materials can cause numerous problems
within the septic system. Firstly, grease and oils can solidify within the tank and pipes, leading to clogs that
impede the flow of wastewater, which may result in back-ups and overflow. Solvents and non-biodegradable
items, such as plastics, can disrupt the natural bacterial processes essential for breaking down waste. Bacteria
in the septic tank are responsible for decomposing organic matter, and the introduction of harmful chemicals or
items that cannot break down hinders this process, potentially allowing harmful substances to enter the leach
field and contaminate groundwater. In contrast, food scraps and organic waste, biodegradable products, and
human waste with toilet paper are generally acceptable in a properly functioning septic system, as they are
designed to decompose effectively through natural processes facilitated by bacteria. This is why the focus is on
avoiding items that are harmful to the septic system'’s operation.
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3. Can chemical additives positively affect septic system performance?
A. Yes, they are always beneficial
B. No, they can harm the system's bacteria

C. Yes, in some cases they help
D. No, but they have no effect

The idea that chemical additives can harm the system'’s bacteria is grounded in the understanding of how septic
systems operate. Septic systems rely on a delicate balance of bacteria to break down waste. These bacteria are
essential for the proper functioning of the system, as they facilitate the digestion of organic material, helping to
prevent clogs and maintain effective sewage treatment. When chemical additives are introduced, they can
disrupt this balance. Many chemical products are harsh and can kill beneficial bacteria or inhibit their activity.
This disruption can lead to reduced efficiency in waste breakdown, potentially causing backups, system failures,
or the need for costly repairs and maintenance. In contrast, some alternatives to chemical additives, such as
natural enzymes or bacteria boosters, may improve septic system performance without the adverse effects
associated with chemicals. They work by supplementing the existing bacterial population rather than harming it.
Adopting a cautious approach to any additives used in septic systems is critical, as the health of the microbial
community directly impacts system performance and longevity. Therefore, understanding the implications of
using chemical additives is essential for maintaining a properly functioning septic system.

4. What is the minimum size requirement for a grease trap?
A. 50 gallons
B. 75 gallons
C. 100 gallons
D. 125 gallons

The minimum size requirement for a grease trap is indeed 125 gallons. This specification is crucial for effectively
managing waste and ensuring that commercial kitchens or food service establishments can properly handle the
volume of grease and food particles generated during operation. A grease trap's function is to intercept fats, oils,
and greases (FOG) before they enter the sewage system, preventing clogs and ensuring compliance with local
wastewater management regulations. Choosing a trap that meets or exceeds the 125-gallon requirement
ensures that there is sufficient capacity to handle peak discharge periods, thereby reducing the likelihood of
overflow or sewer backup. It is essential for maintaining sanitary conditions and promoting the longevity of the
sewer system. Grease traps that are too small may not adequately capture the buildup of grease, which can lead
to costly repairs, health code violations, and potential fines. Other options would not meet the necessary
capacity to effectively manage grease separation in commercial settings, resulting in less efficient operation and
increased risk of failures in the waste management system.
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5. What happens when a septic system is improperly maintained?

A. It can lead to sewage backups and system failures

B. It enhances the efficiency of wastewater treatment
C. It reduces the operational costs of the system
D. It provides better soil nutrients

Improper maintenance of a septic system can lead to severe consequences, including sewage backups and
system failures. A septic system is designed to treat and dispose of household wastewater efficiently. When the
system is not properly maintained, factors like clogged pipes, overfilled tanks, or inefficient drainage can occur.
These issues can cause the system to back up, resulting in sewage material entering homes or overflowing onto
the property, which poses health risks and necessitates costly repairs or replacements. In contrast, enhancing
the efficiency of wastewater treatment, reducing operational costs, or providing better soil nutrients cannot
occur when maintenance is lacking. Instead, neglect can lead to an increase in operational costs due to
emergency repairs and more frequent pumping, along with negative environmental impacts. Thus, the right
answer highlights the crucial need for regular maintenance to prevent significant and costly failures in the
system.

6. What are the main components of a septic system?

A. Septic tank, drain field, and soil absorption area

B. Septic tank, pump station, and holding tank
C. Drainage ditch, interceptor, and filtration unit
D. Septic tank, grease trap, and stormwater basin

The main components of a septic system are the septic tank, drain field, and soil absorption area. The septic
tank serves as the initial stage of wastewater treatment, where solids settle at the bottom, and bacteria break
down the waste. This creates a layer of effluent that flows into the drain field, which is critical for further
treatment and absorption of the wastewater into the soil. The soil absorption area, also known as the leach field,
allows for the final treatment of effluent as it percolates through the soil, providing biological filtration and
natural purification before the water re-enters the groundwater supply. Other options provided do not accurately
describe the essential components of a standard septic system. For example, while a pump station and holding
tank are components of certain wastewater management systems, they are not basic components of a
conventional septic system. Similarly, drainage ditches and filtration units are used in different contexts and are
not fundamental elements of traditional septic systems. Grease traps are used in commercial settings to prevent
fats, oils, and grease from entering the sewage system, and stormwater basins are designed for managing
surface runoff, but neither is a part of conventional septic systems. Thus, the correct answer reflects the
essential components necessary for the proper functioning of a septic
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7. Which of the following is NOT a reason to contact the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division?

A. Projects exceeding 10,000 gallons per day
B. Residential systems over 2,000 gallons per day
C. Increased construction activity in the area

D. New chemical substances in wastewater

Contacting the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) is essential for certain regulatory and safety
reasons, particularly in relation to wastewater management and environmental health. In this case, increased
construction activity in the area does not necessarily warrant contacting the EPD unless it results in specific
environmental concerns, such as the discharge of pollutants or impacts on water sources. On the other hand,
projects exceeding 10,000 gallons per day or residential systems over 2,000 gallons per day are significant
because they can greatly affect the surrounding environment, necessitating oversight and monitoring to ensure
compliance with environmental laws and standards. Additionally, the introduction of new chemical substances
in wastewater presents potential risks to public health and the ecosystem, making it critical to inform the EPD to
assess and manage any hazardous impacts. Thus, while increased construction activity may indirectly affect
environmental factors, it does not automatically trigger the need for EPD involvement as do the other options,
which involve more direct regulatory implications.

8. What should homeowners monitor to maintain their septic system
properly?

A. The color of their septic tank
B. The frequency of water usage in the household

C. The amount of vegetation over the septic field
D. The level of noise from the septic system

Monitoring the frequency of water usage in the household is crucial for proper septic system maintenance.
Excessive water use can overwhelm the septic system, leading to inadequate treatment of wastewater and
potential system failure. By keeping track of water usage, homeowners can identify trends that might indicate
issues, such as leaks or inefficient appliances, which can then be addressed before they escalate into significant
problems. Additionally, maintaining a balance in water usage helps ensure that the septic tank does not become
overloaded, allowing for optimal operation. Since a septic system relies on the natural processes of settling
solids and separating liquids, a sudden influx of water can disrupt these processes, potentially leading to
backups and costly repairs. The other factors, while they may play roles in overall upkeep or inform
homeowners about their septic systems, do not directly affect the system'’s functionality in the same immediate
and critical way that monitoring water usage does.
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9. What must be done for any project with a total daily flow of 10,000 gallons
on a single property?

A. Submit a report to the local council

B. Obtain a permit from Georgia Environmental Protection Division

C. Notify local residents
D. Install monitoring systems

For any project with a total daily flow of 10,000 gallons on a single property, obtaining a permit from the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division is a necessary step. This requirement ensures that the septic systems are
designed, installed, and operated in accordance with environmental protection standards. The division assesses
the environmental impact, compliance with state regulations, and the potential effects on public health and the
surrounding ecosystem. Projects of this scale typically present a higher risk of contaminating groundwater or
surface water, as well as concerns related to capacity and infrastructure. By enforcing a permitting process, the
Georgia Environmental Protection Division can monitor and regulate these systems to ensure they function
properly and allow for appropriate oversight. This ultimately protects both the environment and the community
from potential hazards associated with large-scale septic operations. The other choices may involve important
considerations in specific circumstances, but they do not fulfill the mandatory regulatory requirement that
comes with managing a septic system with such a significant daily flow.

10. Which of the following is NOT a key consideration when selecting a dosing
tank?

A. Size of the tank
B. Color of the tank
C. Type of wastewater

D. Total Dynamic Head

When selecting a dosing tank, the most critical factors center around its functionality and capacity to handle
specific types of wastewater. While the size of the tank is crucial as it determines the volume of wastewater it
can hold and effectively manage, and the type of wastewater influences how the system is designed and
operated, total dynamic head is essential to ensure the system can effectively transport wastewater to the
distribution area. The color of the tank, however, does not play a significant role in its functionality or efficiency.
Choosing a tank based on its color does not impact the performance of the septic system; rather, factors like
size, wastewater type, and total dynamic head are vital for ensuring the tank meets operational needs and
complies with regulations. Therefore, the color can be seen as a negligible consideration in comparison to the
other technical factors involved in the effective selection of a dosing tank.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:
https://georgiacommercialcontractor-septic.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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