HORSE EVALUATION
CDE PRACTICE EXAM
(SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE

https://horseevalcde.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 15




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What type of horses were historically utilized as work horses?
A. Light horses
B. Racehorses
C. Draft horses
D. Pony breeds

2. What does yellow mucus membranes in a horse generally indicate?
A. Liver disease
B. Kidney failure
C. Dehydration
D. Acidosis

3. Which of the following best describes Cushing's Syndrome in horses?
A. A genetic disorder
B. A viral infection
C. A hormonal imbalance
D. An orthopedic issue

4. What protozoa causes Equine Protozoal Myoencephalitis?
A. Cryptosporidium
B. Toxoplasma
C. Sarcocystis neurona
D. Giardia

5. What health issue can arise from poor perineal conformation in mares?
A. Colic
B. Pneumovagina
C. Laminitis
D. Navicular disease

6. Clostridium botulinum falls into which classification of microorganisms?
A. Viruses
B. Fungi
C. Bacteria
D. Protozoa
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7. Which statement is true concerning pigeon toed horses?
A. They are always unsound
B. They can be sound but may paddle and interfere
C. They are noted for high performance
D. They are exempt from any soundness tests

8. What breed originated in the Shetland Isles of Scotland?
A. Highland Pony
B. Shetland Pony
C. Connemara
D. Welsh Pony

9. White from coronet to mid cannon is known as a leg marking.
A. Half Stocking
B. Full Stocking
C. Pastern
D. Ankle

10. Which trait is undesirable in horse movement?
A. Straightness
B. Elegance
C. Stiffness
D. Rhythm
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Explanations




1. What type of horses were historically utilized as work horses?
A. Light horses
B. Racehorses
C. Draft horses
D. Pony breeds

Draft horses were historically utilized as work horses due to their size, strength, and build, which made them well
suited for heavy pulling and labor-intensive tasks. These breeds are typically larger and more muscular than
other types of horses, allowing them to perform demanding work such as plowing fields, hauling loads, and
transporting goods. Unlike light horses, which were bred for speed and agility, or racehorses specifically bred
for competitive racing, draft horses were developed to excel in pulling and carrying heavy equipment and
materials. Additionally, while pony breeds can be used for certain tasks, they generally do not possess the same
level of strength and size as draft horses, making them less suitable for the rigorous demands of traditional work
horse roles. Therefore, draft horses stand out as the primary type of horse historically associated with work on
farms and in transportation.

2. What does yellow mucus membranes in a horse generally indicate?

A. Liver disease

B. Kidney failure
C. Dehydration
D. Acidosis

Yellow mucous membranes in a horse typically indicate the presence of jaundice, which is often associated with
liver disease. The liver plays a crucial role in filtering toxins from the blood and in the metabolism of various
substances, including bilirubin, a byproduct of red blood cell breakdown. When the liver is not functioning
properly due to disease or dysfunction, bilirubin can accumulate in the bloodstream, leading to a yellowing of the
skin and mucous membranes. Identifying yellow mucous membranes can be critical for horse owners and
veterinarians, as it often signals the need for further examination and possible treatment for liver-related
conditions. This symptom is a key indicator of underlying health issues that could impact the overall well-being
of the horse.

3. Which of the following best describes Cushing's Syndrome in horses?
A. A genetic disorder
B. A viral infection
C. A hormonal imbalance

D. An orthopedic issue

Cushing's Syndrome, also known as Pituitary Pars Intermedia Dysfunction (PPID) in horses, is primarily
characterized as a hormonal imbalance. This condition arises when there is an overproduction of certain
hormones due to dysfunction in the pituitary gland. Specifically, the pituitary gland releases excessive
adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH), leading to increased production of cortisol from the adrenal glands. The
clinical signs of Cushing’s Syndrome can include symptoms such as a long, curly coat, increased thirst and
urination, muscle wasting, and susceptibility to infections. This imbalance in hormone levels is not related to
genetic factors, viral infections, or orthopedic issues, making the differentiation of Cushing's Syndrome as a
hormonal imbalance critical for proper diagnosis and management in affected horses. Understanding this
condition’s hormonal nature can assist caretakers and veterinarians in recognizing symptoms early and
beginning appropriate treatment protocols.
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4. What protozoa causes Equine Protozoal Myoencephalitis?
A. Cryptosporidium
B. Toxoplasma
C. Sarcocystis neurona
D. Giardia

Equine Protozoal Myeloencephalitis (EPM) is primarily caused by the protozoan parasite Sarcocystis neurona.
This parasite infects horses and can lead to serious neurological conditions as it invades the central nervous
system, resulting in clinical signs such as ataxia, weakness, and behavioral changes. Sarcocystis neurona is
specifically adapted to affect equines, and it is often transmitted through ingestion of infected sporocysts found
in the feces of opossums, which are considered a primary host for this parasite. Understanding the life cycle and
transmission of Sarcocystis neurona is crucial for managing and preventing EPM in horses. The other protozoa
listed do not typically cause EPM in horses. Cryptosporidium primarily affects the gastrointestinal tract of a
variety of species, Toxoplasma is known for its effects on cats and other mammals, while Giardia predominantly
causes intestinal issues in various animals, including humans. This distinct specificity of Sarcocystis neurona
for equines establishes its significance as the causative agent of EPM, making it the correct answer.

5. What health issue can arise from poor perineal conformation in mares?
A. Colic
B. Pneumovagina

C. Laminitis
D. Navicular disease

A health issue that can arise from poor perineal conformation in mares is pneumovagina. This condition occurs
when air enters the vagina, which can lead to an increased risk of infections and complications during breeding
or foaling. Poor conformation, such as an angled or recessed perineum, can fail to adequately seal the vaginal
area, allowing air and potential contaminants to enter. Pneumovagina is particularly significant in breeding
mares, as it can impact fertility and the health of the developing fetus. By maintaining proper perineal
conformation, the likelihood of this condition can be minimized, leading to improved reproductive health and
overall well-being for the mare.

6. Clostridium botulinum falls into which classification of microorganisms?
A. Viruses
B. Fungi
C. Bacteria
D. Protozoa

Clostridium botulinum is classified as bacteria. This organism is particularly known for producing a potent toxin
that can cause botulism, a serious illness that affects the nervous system. Being a bacterium, it is a unicellular
organism that can reproduce independently and is classified under the domain Bacteria. This classification also
suggests that it has specific structural characteristics, including a cell wall and the ability to grow in anaerobic
(absence of oxygen) environments. Understanding the classification of Clostridium botulinum provides insight
into its biological behavior, modes of transmission, and potential impacts on health, especially in equine
medicine where understanding bacterial infections is crucial.
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7. Which statement is true concerning pigeon toed horses?
A. They are always unsound
B. They can be sound but may paddle and interfere

C. They are noted for high performance
D. They are exempt from any soundness tests

The statement that pigeon-toed horses can be sound but may paddle and interfere is true because being
pigeon-toed, or having a horse that stands with its toes pointed inward, does not inherently mean that the horse
is unsound. Pigeon-toed horses can perform effectively in various capacities, but their conformation may lead to
certain movement patterns, such as paddling, where the horse swings its legs outward when moving. This can
increase the risk of interference, where the limbs cross over each other during motion, potentially leading to
injuries. Understanding this helps owners and trainers recognize that while conformation issues may present
challenges, they do not automatically dictate a horse’s ability to perform or its overall soundness. Managing a
pigeon-toed horse may require specialized training or adjustments to prevent issues, but it is not a definitive
barrier to soundness or athletic performance.

8. What breed originated in the Shetland Isles of Scotland?
A. Highland Pony
B. Shetland Pony
C. Connemara
D. Welsh Pony

The Shetland Pony originated in the Shetland Isles of Scotland, making it the correct choice for this question.
This breed is known for its small stature, hardiness, and adaptability to varying climates and conditions,
stemming from its origins in a rugged and often harsh environment. Historically, Shetland Ponies were used for
various tasks including pulling carts and carrying loads, which contributed to their robust build and strong work
ethic. Their unique characteristics, along with their historical significance in the Shetland Isles, clearly establish
the Shetland Pony as the breed that originated there. The other breeds mentioned, such as the Highland Pony,
Connemara, and Welsh Pony, have distinct geographic origins and characteristics that do not link them to the
Shetland Isles. The Highland Pony hails from the Scottish Highlands, the Connemara is from Ireland, and the
Welsh Pony is associated with Wales. Each of these breeds has its own unique traits and history that differ
significantly from that of the Shetland Pony.

9. White from coronet to mid cannon is knownasa______ leg marking.

A. Half Stocking
B. Full Stocking
C. Pastern

D. Ankle

The correct answer refers to a specific type of leg marking in horses, where the white marking extends from just
above the hoof at the coronet band to the midpoint of the cannon bone. This type of marking is referred to as a
"Half Stocking.” A "Half Stocking” is characterized by its coverage, which is distinctly less than a full stocking,
where the marking would extend all the way up to the carpus or hock. The distinction is important in horse
evaluation, as leg markings can impact a horse's conformation and breed standards. The other terms listed,
such as "Full Stocking,” "Pastern,” and "Ankle,"” refer to different divisions of leg markings. A "Full Stocking”
would cover the entire leg from the coronet to above the knee or hock, while a "Pastern” marking is limited to the
area above the hoof and just below the fetlock. The term "Ankle” usually refers to the area closer to the joint but
does not specifically describe a marking. Therefore, the designation of a marking extending from the coronet to
mid-cannon as a "Half Stocking” is accurate and aligns with the established terminology used in horse
evaluations.
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10. Which trait is undesirable in horse movement?

A. Straightness
B. Elegance

C. Stiffness

D. Rhythm

Stiffness in horse movement is considered undesirable because it can indicate a lack of flexibility and
smoothness in the horse's gait. When a horse moves stiffly, it often demonstrates restricted joint movement and
poor overall balance, impacting its ability to perform effectively in various disciplines. Stiffness can lead to a
higher risk of injuries, as the horse is unable to absorb impact and maintain fluid motion. In contrast, traits like
straightness, elegance, and rhythm are associated with desirable movement qualities. Straightness indicates
proper alignment, which is crucial for balance and efficient movement. Elegance reflects a horse’s graceful and
attractive way of moving, enhancing its overall appearance and appeal in competitive settings. Rhythm pertains
to the horse's ability to maintain a consistent beat in its gaits, which is essential for performance and is often
indicative of good training and conditioning. Thus, stiffness stands out as a negative trait that compromises the
horse's movement quality.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://horseevalcde.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!




