


Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://housingandurbandev.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SAMPLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.................................................................................................................

Table of Contents 2....................................................................................................

Introduction 3.............................................................................................................

How to Use This Guide 4............................................................................................

Questions 5................................................................................................................

Answers 8...................................................................................................................

Explanations 10..........................................................................................................

Next Steps 16.............................................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://housingandurbandev.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SAMPLE



IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is typically included in a housing counseling review?
A. Client’s income and debt-to-income ratio
B. Client's credit card offers
C. Client's personal preferences
D. Client's family background

2. What do public housing eligibility criteria ensure?
A. That only low-income families can apply
B. Fair treatment of applicants regardless of background
C. That units are allocated based on need and behavior
D. That applicants must be homeowners

3. What does the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) rule require?
A. Jurisdictions to eliminate all housing assistance programs
B. Jurisdictions to promote urban development only
C. Jurisdictions to take proactive steps to ensure fair housing
D. Jurisdictions to focus solely on economic growth

4. Which is a potential violation of the Fair Housing Act?
A. An apartment owner only rents ground-level apartments to tenants of Asian

ethnicity.
B. A landlord charging higher rent for families with children.
C. A homeowner refusing to sell based on credit history.
D. A property management company that requires tenant interviews.

5. Which are protected characteristics under the federal Fair Housing Act?
A. Age, marital status, nationality
B. Race, religion, disability
C. Gender, political affiliation, income
D. Sexual orientation, family status, ethnicity
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6. What does the National Housing Act aim to achieve?
A. To provide tax benefits to homebuyers
B. To establish regulations for landlords
C. To provide a framework for government involvement in housing finance and

construction
D. To promote the use of sustainable building materials

7. Which act aims to expand affordable housing availability through
government support?
A. National Housing Act
B. Fair Housing Act
C. Homeless Assistance Act
D. Housing Opportunities Through Modernization Act

8. What is the mission of the Office of Policy Development and Research
(PDandR) in HUD?
A. To develop new housing projects
B. To provide research and analysis to inform housing policies and programs
C. To supervise local housing authorities
D. To promote home ownership among families

9. What should a counselor and tenant focus on when developing an
emergency budget?
A. Increasing income and decreasing expenses.
B. Maximizing government benefits only.
C. Cutting all discretionary spending.
D. Securing a loan for immediate expenses.

10. What initial strategy might a housing counselor recommend for a client
with unfavorable rental history?
A. Seek legal advice immediately
B. Complete a tenant responsibilities course
C. Reduce rental payment offers
D. Apply for rental assistance only
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Answers
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1. A
2. C
3. C
4. A
5. B
6. C
7. A
8. B
9. A
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is typically included in a housing counseling review?
A. Client’s income and debt-to-income ratio
B. Client's credit card offers
C. Client's personal preferences
D. Client's family background

In a housing counseling review, a comprehensive assessment of a client's financial situation is paramount. This
often includes analyzing the client's income and calculating their debt-to-income ratio. This specific metric is
crucial because it helps counselors determine the client's ability to manage monthly payments and assess
whether they can afford additional housing costs. Understanding these financial elements enables housing
counselors to provide tailored advice and resources that align with the client's financial status, promoting
informed decisions regarding housing options and potential financial assistance programs.  The other options
do not typically play a central role in the housing counseling review process. While personal preferences and
family backgrounds may offer context in some discussions, they do not directly affect the financial assessments
that inform housing options. Moreover, credit card offers do not provide the same comprehensive view of a
client’s financial standing as income and debt assessments do. Consequently, focusing on the income and
debt-to-income ratio ensures a more effective and targeted approach during counseling sessions.

2. What do public housing eligibility criteria ensure?
A. That only low-income families can apply
B. Fair treatment of applicants regardless of background
C. That units are allocated based on need and behavior
D. That applicants must be homeowners

Public housing eligibility criteria are designed primarily to ensure that units are allocated based on need and
behavior. This means that the allocation process takes into account both the financial circumstances of
applicants and, in some cases, their past behavior regarding housing – such as maintaining tenancy agreements
or adhering to community standards.   By focusing on need, the criteria help prioritize those who are most in
distress or require housing assistance, typically involving low-income individuals or families who lack access to
safe and affordable housing. Additionally, assessing behavior can help ensure that the tenants chosen for public
housing can contribute positively to the community and make effective use of the resources provided. This focus
on both need and behavior serves to create a stable living environment for all residents involved.  Other options
may touch upon aspects of public housing, such as eligibility based on income or fair treatment, but the core aim
of the eligibility criteria focuses on ensuring that those in greatest need receive support while also fostering a
conducive community environment through responsible allocation.
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3. What does the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) rule require?
A. Jurisdictions to eliminate all housing assistance programs
B. Jurisdictions to promote urban development only
C. Jurisdictions to take proactive steps to ensure fair housing
D. Jurisdictions to focus solely on economic growth

The Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) rule requires jurisdictions to take proactive steps to ensure fair
housing. This means that local governments and public housing agencies must actively work to eliminate
housing discrimination and promote equal housing opportunities. It involves assessing their current housing
policies, identifying barriers to fair housing, and implementing strategies to overcome these obstacles. The goal
is to foster inclusive communities that are accessible to everyone, regardless of race, color, religion, sex,
disability, familial status, or national origin.  The emphasis on proactive measures means that jurisdictions are
not merely expected to comply with existing fair housing laws but must also take affirmative actions to enhance
housing equity. This could include increasing the availability of affordable housing in diverse neighborhoods,
combating segregation, and ensuring that housing policies are inclusive and equitable.  Other options, such as
eliminating housing assistance programs, promoting urban development only, or focusing solely on economic
growth, do not align with the objectives of the AFFH rule, which is centered on enhancing fair housing and
addressing systemic inequalities within housing markets.

4. Which is a potential violation of the Fair Housing Act?
A. An apartment owner only rents ground-level apartments to tenants of Asian

ethnicity.
B. A landlord charging higher rent for families with children.
C. A homeowner refusing to sell based on credit history.
D. A property management company that requires tenant interviews.

The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing based on certain protected characteristics, including
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, and disability. Therefore, the situation described involves
an apartment owner who only rents ground-level apartments to tenants of Asian ethnicity, which clearly
demonstrates racial discrimination. By limiting rental options based on a tenant's ethnicity, the owner creates an
unfair and discriminatory practice that is in violation of the Fair Housing Act.  This act aims to ensure that all
individuals have equal access to housing opportunities regardless of their background. Thus, targeting
prospective tenants based solely on their ethnicity is a direct infringement upon the fundamental rights
protected under the law.  In contrast, the other situations presented might have specific legal justifications or fall
under different considerations of housing policies. For instance, charging higher rent could fall under economic
considerations rather than direct discrimination based on protected classes. A homeowner's decision based on
credit history may be legitimate if based on financial responsibility rather than discriminatory reasons. Lastly,
requiring tenant interviews may be a standard practice related to screening applicants and not inherently
discriminatory; it depends on how the process is conducted.
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5. Which are protected characteristics under the federal Fair Housing Act?
A. Age, marital status, nationality
B. Race, religion, disability
C. Gender, political affiliation, income
D. Sexual orientation, family status, ethnicity

The correct answer includes race, religion, and disability as protected characteristics under the federal Fair
Housing Act. This legislation aims to prevent discrimination in housing based on certain key characteristics to
ensure equal opportunity in housing.   Race and color are foundational protections, stemming from the intent to
eliminate racial segregation and discrimination that historically marginalized various racial groups. Religion is
also protected to ensure individuals are not denied housing opportunities based upon their beliefs. Disability is
included to safeguard the rights of individuals with physical or mental impairments, ensuring they have equal
access to housing, including reasonable accommodations where necessary.  While other characteristics
mentioned in the other options, such as age or marital status, might be subject to state or local laws, they are
not federally recognized under the Fair Housing Act. Political affiliation and economic status are also not part of
the federally protected classes. Sexual orientation and family status, while important issues, are not
encompassed in the Act as of the current interpretations, though some local jurisdictions have extended
protections in these areas. Thus, the correct focus remains on the federally recognized classifications of race,
religion, and disability.

6. What does the National Housing Act aim to achieve?
A. To provide tax benefits to homebuyers
B. To establish regulations for landlords
C. To provide a framework for government involvement in housing finance and

construction
D. To promote the use of sustainable building materials

The National Housing Act primarily aims to provide a framework for government involvement in housing finance
and construction. This foundational legislation was enacted in 1934 during the Great Depression to stimulate the
housing market and improve access to affordable housing. It established the Federal Housing Administration
(FHA), which enabled the government to support home financing through insurance, thus reducing risks for
lenders and making it easier for individuals and families to obtain mortgage loans.  This involvement is critical
because it helped to expand homeownership opportunities for a broader segment of the population, including
those who might not have been able to secure loans otherwise. By fostering an environment where housing
finance could thrive, the National Housing Act successfully sought to stabilize the economy and ensure that
adequate housing was available for Americans.  The other options, while related to the broader discussion of
housing, do not accurately reflect the primary objective of the National Housing Act. For instance, although the
act can indirectly influence landlord regulations and might have implications for building materials over time,
those aspects are not central to its purpose.

Sample study guide, visit https://housingandurbandev.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 13

SAMPLE



7. Which act aims to expand affordable housing availability through
government support?
A. National Housing Act
B. Fair Housing Act
C. Homeless Assistance Act
D. Housing Opportunities Through Modernization Act

The National Housing Act is aimed at expanding the availability of affordable housing through various forms of
government support. This act was originally established to create a framework for improving housing standards
and expanding access to housing for lower-income individuals and families. It includes provisions for mortgage
insurance, which makes it easier for people to attain loans for purchasing homes. By reducing financial barriers
for both lenders and borrowers, the National Housing Act facilitates the process of securing affordable housing,
thereby directly addressing housing shortages and enhancing affordability.  The other acts listed, while
important for different aspects of housing policy, serve other specific purposes that do not primarily focus on
expanding affordable housing through government support. For example, the Fair Housing Act focuses on
preventing discrimination in housing, the Homeless Assistance Act provides aid and services to homeless
individuals, and the Housing Opportunities Through Modernization Act aims to streamline housing assistance
programs, but doesn't primarily emphasize government-backed affordability initiatives.

8. What is the mission of the Office of Policy Development and Research
(PDandR) in HUD?
A. To develop new housing projects
B. To provide research and analysis to inform housing policies and programs
C. To supervise local housing authorities
D. To promote home ownership among families

The mission of the Office of Policy Development and Research (PDandR) in HUD is to provide essential research
and analysis that informs housing policies and programs. This involves presenting evidence-based insights to
guide decision-makers and agencies at various levels, contributing to the development of effective and informed
policies within the housing sector.   Research conducted by PDandR includes data analysis on trends, needs
assessments for various communities, evaluations of existing programs, and exploration of best practices in
housing and urban development. This accumulated knowledge is critical for ensuring that federally funded
housing initiatives and policies effectively address the needs of a diverse population.  The other options do not
define the primary role of PDandR accurately. While developing new housing projects is a vital part of HUD's
mission, it is not the specific function of PDandR. Supervising local housing authorities falls under different
offices within HUD, focusing on the implementation of policies rather than the research function. Promoting
home ownership is one of HUD's objectives but again does not encapsulate the full scope or primary mission of
the PDandR, which is anchored in research and policy analysis.
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9. What should a counselor and tenant focus on when developing an
emergency budget?
A. Increasing income and decreasing expenses.
B. Maximizing government benefits only.
C. Cutting all discretionary spending.
D. Securing a loan for immediate expenses.

When developing an emergency budget, the emphasis should be on increasing income and decreasing expenses
because this dual approach provides a comprehensive strategy for financial stability in a crisis. By increasing
income, whether through part-time work, freelancing, or other means, tenants can enhance their financial
resources to meet urgent needs. Simultaneously, decreasing expenses involves identifying non-essential costs
that can be trimmed or eliminated temporarily, allowing for the prioritization of critical expenses such as rent
and utilities.  This strategy is beneficial because it not only helps stabilize the current situation but also
promotes a more sustainable financial environment moving forward. It encourages tenants to be proactive about
managing their finances instead of solely relying on external sources such as government benefits, which can be
unpredictable and may not cover all the needs.  While maximizing government benefits can play a role in a
tenant's financial plan, it should not be the sole focus, as it does not address all aspects of income and
expenditure. Cutting all discretionary spending is too extreme and might not be feasible or beneficial in
maintaining quality of life. Similarly, securing a loan might put the tenant in a precarious situation if they are
already facing financial difficulties, potentially leading to a cycle of debt rather than a sustainable solution.
Developing an emergency budget requires a balanced and nuanced approach

10. What initial strategy might a housing counselor recommend for a client
with unfavorable rental history?
A. Seek legal advice immediately
B. Complete a tenant responsibilities course
C. Reduce rental payment offers
D. Apply for rental assistance only

A housing counselor would likely recommend completing a tenant responsibilities course as an initial strategy
for a client with an unfavorable rental history because it directly addresses the educational needs of the client.
By taking this course, the client can gain a better understanding of their rights and responsibilities as a tenant,
which can help them avoid previous mistakes that contributed to their unfavorable history. It also demonstrates
to potential landlords that the client is proactive about improving their situation and is committed to being a
responsible tenant in the future.  Completing such a course often equips individuals with skills in financial
management, communication, and understanding lease agreements. This foundational knowledge can play a
crucial role when applying for new rental opportunities, as landlords typically look for tenants who are
knowledgeable and responsible.  Other strategies, such as seeking legal advice, reducing rental payment offers,
or solely applying for rental assistance, might not effectively address the root cause of the unfavorable rental
history. Legal advice may be necessary later but may not be the best first step for someone looking to improve
their rental prospects. Reducing rental offers could lead to a perception of desperation and might not align with
market standards. Applying for rental assistance without addressing the underlying issues may not improve the
client’s chances of securing housing in the long term. Thus, completing a tenant responsibilities
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://housingandurbandev.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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