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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What does depth of field primarily control in a photograph?
A. Color saturation
B. Focus range
C. Exposure time
D. Lens distortion

2. Who is recognized as the father of the modern crime lab?
A. Edward Locard
B. Alphonse Bertillon
C. Hans Gross
D. Edmond Locard

3. What is the recommended f-stop increase for correcting a predominately
light scene such as dirty snow?
A. 1/2 - 1 f/stop increase
B. 1 - 1 ½ f/stop increase
C. 1 ½ - 2 f/stop increase
D. 2 - 2 ½ f/stop increase

4. What is the recommended technique to maximize depth of field when
taking photographs of a large crime scene when infinity is NOT in the
background?
A. Zone focus
B. Portrait mode
C. Trickling depth
D. Selective focus

5. Which individual is credited with coining the term "photography"?
A. Sir George G. Stokes
B. Aime Laussedat
C. Sir John Frederick William Herschel
D. Joseph Niepce
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6. What f-stop should be set when using 400 speed film with a shutter speed
of 1/500th in deep shade?
A. f/2.8
B. f/4
C. f/5.6
D. f/8

7. In aperture priority mode, what will the camera automatically select?
A. ISO Setting
B. Aperture Value
C. Shutter Speed
D. Exposure Compensation

8. What shutter speed is typically best for freezing a bicyclist or slow-moving
vehicle (up to 30 mph)?
A. 1/60th
B. 1/125th
C. 1/250th
D. 1/500th

9. Which of the following is true about RAW image files?
A. They are smaller files than JPEG
B. They contain less detail than JPEG files
C. They allow for greater post-processing flexibility
D. They have a fixed white balance setting

10. What technique maximizes depth of field when infinity is not in the
background?
A. Focus stacking
B. Pan focus
C. Zone focus
D. Hyperfocal focusing
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. C
4. A
5. C
6. D
7. C
8. C
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What does depth of field primarily control in a photograph?
A. Color saturation
B. Focus range
C. Exposure time
D. Lens distortion

Depth of field primarily controls the focus range in a photograph. It refers to the distance between the nearest
and farthest objects in a scene that are acceptably sharp in the image. A shallow depth of field can isolate a
subject by keeping it in sharp focus while blurring the background, which is often used in portrait photography to
emphasize the subject. Conversely, a deep depth of field ensures that more elements of a scene are in focus,
which is commonly desired in landscape photography where capturing detail throughout the frame is important. 
This understanding of depth of field is crucial for photographers as it affects composition and the emotional
impact of an image. By manipulating aperture settings, focal lengths, and distance from the subject,
photographers can achieve the desired depth of field to enhance their creative vision. Other options such as
color saturation, exposure time, and lens distortion relate to different aspects of photographic technique and do
not pertain directly to the concept of how depth of field is determined or its effects in a photograph.

2. Who is recognized as the father of the modern crime lab?
A. Edward Locard
B. Alphonse Bertillon
C. Hans Gross
D. Edmond Locard

The recognition of Edward Locard as the father of the modern crime lab stems from his crucial contributions to
forensic science and the establishment of systematic methods for crime investigations. He is best known for
formulating Locard's Exchange Principle, which asserts that the perpetrator of a crime will bring something into
the crime scene and leave with something from it, and that both can be used as forensic evidence. His work in
the early 20th century laid the groundwork for the scientific analysis of physical evidence, which is central to
modern forensic labs today.  Locard founded the first police laboratory in Lyon, France, and this facility utilized
scientific techniques to analyze evidence, which significantly influenced the development of crime laboratories
around the world. His innovative approach helped shift investigations from purely witness testimonies or
confessions to a reliance on scientific evidence, which is a hallmark of modern criminal investigation.  In
contrast, while individuals like Alphonse Bertillon, Hans Gross, and Edmond Locard also contributed significantly
to the field of forensic science, their work focused on different aspects. Bertillon developed a system of
anthropometric identification and Gross is known for integrating scientific methods into criminal investigation,
but it is Locard's specific contributions to crime labs that earn him the title of being foundational to the modern
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3. What is the recommended f-stop increase for correcting a predominately
light scene such as dirty snow?
A. 1/2 - 1 f/stop increase
B. 1 - 1 ½ f/stop increase
C. 1 ½ - 2 f/stop increase
D. 2 - 2 ½ f/stop increase

In situations where you are photographing predominantly light scenes, such as dirty snow, it is crucial to
understand how light reflects and affects exposure settings. A significant increase in f-stops helps to manage
the overall exposure and prevent images from appearing washed out.   A 1 ½ to 2 f-stop increase is particularly
appropriate in these scenarios because the majority of light-colored subjects can cause the camera's meter to
underexpose the image, as the meter tries to average the scene and may not account sufficiently for the
brightness of the snow. By increasing the f-stop by this range, you are effectively allowing less light to hit the
sensor, which can bring down the overall exposure and improve the detailing and contrast in your images.  This
adjustment is crucial for achieving a balanced exposure that maintains the textural details in bright scenes while
avoiding overexposure. A smaller increase in stops may not be adequate to counterbalance the reflective nature
of the scene, leading to imprecise exposure levels. Therefore, choosing a 1 ½ to 2 f-stop increase is the
recommended approach for capturing scenes dominated by bright light reflections.

4. What is the recommended technique to maximize depth of field when
taking photographs of a large crime scene when infinity is NOT in the
background?
A. Zone focus
B. Portrait mode
C. Trickling depth
D. Selective focus

Maximizing depth of field is crucial in photography when capturing expansive scenes, such as a large crime
scene, especially when the background is not at infinity. Zone focusing is an effective technique that involves
pre-setting the focus on a specific distance and using a smaller aperture. This approach allows you to maximize
the area that remains in focus, which is essential for ensuring that all important elements in the scene are
captured sharply.   By using zone focusing, photographers can determine the hyperfocal distance, which is the
closest point at which you can focus while keeping objects at a specific distance and beyond in acceptable
focus. This is particularly valuable in large scenes because it creates a greater depth of field, making sure that all
relevant details from the foreground to the background are adequately detailed.  Other techniques like portrait
mode, trickling depth, or selective focus do not effectively achieve the same level of depth of field required for
comprehensive scene capture. Portrait mode, for instance, is designed to create a shallow depth of field for
isolating subjects, which is not suitable for scenes requiring overall focus. Selective focus emphasizes a
particular subject by blurring the background, while trickling depth is not a recognized technique in traditional
photography contexts. Hence, utilizing zone focus is the most effective method for
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5. Which individual is credited with coining the term "photography"?
A. Sir George G. Stokes
B. Aime Laussedat
C. Sir John Frederick William Herschel
D. Joseph Niepce

The term "photography" was coined by Sir John Frederick William Herschel in the 1830s. He derived the word
from the Greek roots "photos," meaning light, and "grapho," meaning to draw or write, thereby effectively
capturing the essence of photography as "drawing with light."   Herschel played a significant role in the
development of photographic processes and also made notable contributions to the field of astronomy and
science. His invention of the term helped to formalize the medium of photography and has been integral to its
understanding and evolution over time.  The other individuals listed, while significant in their own right within the
history of photography, did not originate the term itself. Each contributed to the development of the medium, but
it was Herschel’s formulation of the word that gave it a definition and context that has endured.

6. What f-stop should be set when using 400 speed film with a shutter speed
of 1/500th in deep shade?
A. f/2.8
B. f/4
C. f/5.6
D. f/8

When using 400 speed film with a shutter speed of 1/500th of a second in deep shade, selecting f/8 is the
appropriate choice due to the need to let in a moderate amount of light while ensuring an adequate depth of
field.   In deep shade, light levels are significantly lower than in direct sunlight, so a wider aperture (lower f-stop
number) might allow too much light and lead to overexposure, especially with a faster shutter speed like
1/500th. Conversely, a smaller aperture (higher f-stop number) helps control the light exposure, preventing
overexposure, while also maintaining suitable sharpness throughout the image by offering a deeper depth of
field.  The f-stop of f/8 provides a balanced trade-off, capturing enough light for proper exposure under shaded
conditions while also delivering sufficient focus across the subject, ideal for many typical photography scenarios
encountered in those lighting conditions.

7. In aperture priority mode, what will the camera automatically select?
A. ISO Setting
B. Aperture Value
C. Shutter Speed
D. Exposure Compensation

In aperture priority mode, the camera automatically selects the shutter speed. This mode allows the
photographer to set a specific aperture value while the camera adjusts the shutter speed to achieve a correct
exposure based on the current lighting conditions.   By prioritizing the aperture setting, you can control the depth
of field, which determines how much of the image is in focus – either isolating the subject with a shallow depth
of field or keeping more of the scene in focus with a higher f-stop number. The camera then compensates by
changing the shutter speed accordingly to ensure that the exposure remains balanced. This interaction is
fundamental for photographers who wish to creatively control their images while relying on the camera's
metering system to handle exposure adjustments accurately.
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8. What shutter speed is typically best for freezing a bicyclist or slow-moving
vehicle (up to 30 mph)?
A. 1/60th
B. 1/125th
C. 1/250th
D. 1/500th

To effectively capture a bicyclist or a slow-moving vehicle (up to 30 mph) without motion blur, a faster shutter
speed is required. A shutter speed of 1/250th of a second is generally suitable for freezing the motion of
subjects moving at moderate speeds. This speed reduces the potential for blurriness caused by both the
movement of the subjects and any slight camera shake that might occur during the exposure.  Using 1/250th
allows for enough light to enter the camera while also ensuring that the fast movement of the cyclist or vehicle is
captured sharply. This is particularly important in photography involving moving subjects, as too slow of a
shutter speed would result in motion blur that detracts from the detail and clarity of the subject.  In contrast,
slower shutter speeds, such as 1/60th or 1/125th, may not adequately freeze the subject, leading to noticeable
blurriness. A shutter speed of 1/500th can also work well, but may be unnecessarily fast for a subject moving at
only 30 mph under most lighting conditions, potentially leading to underexposure if adequate light is not
available. Thus, 1/250th strikes a good balance between speed and exposure for freezing the action while

9. Which of the following is true about RAW image files?
A. They are smaller files than JPEG
B. They contain less detail than JPEG files
C. They allow for greater post-processing flexibility
D. They have a fixed white balance setting

RAW image files are designed to contain all the data captured by the camera sensor, which allows for greater
post-processing flexibility compared to JPEG files. When you shoot in RAW format, the images retain a wider
dynamic range and preserve more detail in both the highlights and shadows. This enables photographers to
make significant adjustments to exposure, color balance, and other aspects of the image without degrading the
quality.   In contrast, JPEG files undergo compression and processing in-camera, which can lead to a loss of
detail and flexibility in post-processing. Post-processing a JPEG file can result in noticeable artifacts and
reduced image quality when adjustments are made, while a RAW file maintains its integrity even after extensive
modifications. Therefore, the ability to make comprehensive adjustments to a RAW file is what distinguishes it
and makes it the preferred choice for many photographers working in post-production.
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10. What technique maximizes depth of field when infinity is not in the
background?
A. Focus stacking
B. Pan focus
C. Zone focus
D. Hyperfocal focusing

The technique that maximizes depth of field when infinity is not in the background is hyperfocal focusing. This
method involves setting the focus distance to a point where the depth of field extends from a specific near
distance to infinity. By using the hyperfocal distance, you ensure that objects both near and far from the camera
remain in focus, which is particularly useful in landscape photography where infinity is not the primary focus. 
When using hyperfocal focusing, the photographer focuses on a distance calculated based on the aperture, focal
length, and desired depth of field, allowing for a broader range of clarity in the final image. This technique
effectively balances the sharpness across the frame, making it ideal when the background does not extend to
infinity.   While techniques like focus stacking, pan focus, and zone focus have their own advantages in specific
scenarios, they do not optimize depth of field in the same way as hyperfocal focusing, especially when dealing
with varying distances in a scene.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://iaiphotography.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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