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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://introtomedterms.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!

Sample study guide, visit https://introtomedterms.examzify.com
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Questions




1. The suffix -malacia denotes which process?
A. Hardening
B. Softening
C. Inflammation
D. Puncture

2. Erythr/o denotes which color?
A. Red
B. Blue
C. White
D. Yellow

3. What suffix means the process of recording?
A. -megaly
B. -graphy
C. -scopy
D. -otomy

4. Which suffix means softening of tissue?
. -megaly

. -malacia

. -graphy

. -stenosis
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5. Which suffix means surgical removal?
A. Surgical removal
B. Pain, suffering
C. Inflammation
D. Abnormal condition, disease

6. The combining form for appendix is which?

A. appendic/o
B. end-

C. Lith/o

D. Rhin/o




7. What is the combining form meaning 'heart?
A. Gast/o
B. Pulmon/o
C. Nephr/o
D. Cardi/o

8. Which suffix indicates 'abnormal condition, disease'?
A. -osis
B. -itis
C. -ectomy
D. -ostomy

9. In the term dextrocardia, what does the prefix dextr/o indicate?
A. Right side
B. Left side
C. Front
D. Back

10. What is the role of the combining vowel in medical terms?
A. To connect a root to a suffix or another root, typically 'o’
B. To indicate negation
C. To show plural

D. To denote tense




Answers




BABBAADAAM
SN F 6O N ® o




Explanations




1. The suffix -malacia denotes which process?
A. Hardening
B. Softening
C. Inflammation
D. Puncture

Softening is what -malacia indicates. This suffix describes an abnormal decrease in firmness of a structure, so
terms like osteomalacia (bone softening), chondromalacia (softening of cartilage), or cerebral malacia (softened
brain tissue) all point to tissue becoming softer than normal. The other options describe different
processes—hardening uses a suffix related to sclerosis, inflammation uses -itis, and puncture is a procedure
often denoted by -centesis rather than a tissue-change suffix.

2. Erythr/o denotes which color?
A. Red
B. Blue
C. White
D. Yellow

The color concept tested is how medical terms use color roots to describe appearance. Erythr/o is the combining
form that means red, derived from Greek. It appears in words like erythrocyte (red blood cell) and erythroderma
(reddened skin). For contrast, cyan/o means blue, leuk/o means white, and xanth/o means yellow. So erythr/o
denotes red.

3. What suffix means the process of recording?

A. -megaly
B. -graphy
C. -scopy

D. -otomy

Suffix -graphy indicates the process of recording. It comes from the Greek graphé, meaning to write or record,
and the -y turns it into a noun for the procedure itself. That's why terms like radiography, angiography, and
electroencephalography describe the act of recording images or data. The other options have different
meanings: -megaly means enlargement, -scopy means to look or examine with a scope, and -otomy means to
cut into.

Sample study guide, visit https://introtomedterms.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



4. Which suffix means softening of tissue?

A. -megaly
B. -malacia
C. -graphy
D. -stenosis

Suffixes in medical terms tell us what happens to a tissue. The one that indicates softening is -malacia. When
you see -malacia, it means the tissue has softened—for example, osteomalacia is softening of bone and
chondromalacia is softening of cartilage. Other suffixes describe different changes: -megaly means
enlargement, -graphy is the process of recording or imaging, and -stenosis means narrowing. So -malacia is the
suffix that means softening of tissue.

5. Which suffix means surgical removal?

A. Surgical removal

B. Pain, suffering
C. Inflammation
D. Abnormal condition, disease

The suffix that means surgical removal is -ectomy. This ending attaches to a root to name a procedure that
removes a part of the body, as in appendectomy (removal of the appendix) or gastrectomy (removal of the
stomach). The idea is that -ectomy signals the act of taking out or excising a structure. Other suffixes have
different meanings: -algia denotes pain, -itis denotes inflammation, and -osis denotes an abnormal condition or
disease. So the option that states “Surgical removal” directly reflects the meaning of the suffix -ectomy, making
it the best match.

6. The combining form for appendix is which?
A. appendic/o
B. end-
C. Lith/o
D. Rhin/o

The idea being tested is how medical terms are built from a combining form that names a body part. For the
appendix, the correct combining form is appendic/o. The root appendic- comes from the Latin for appendix, and
the linking vowel o is used to connect it to suffixes, giving terms like appendicitis (inflammation of the appendix)
and appendectomy (removal of the appendix). The other options don't refer to the appendix: end- is a prefix
related to inside or end, Lith/o means stone, and Rhin/o means nose.

Sample study guide, visit https://introtomedterms.examzify.com
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7. What is the combining form meaning 'heart'?
A. Gast/o
B. Pulmon/o
C. Nephr/o
D. Cardi/o

Identifying medical combining forms for body parts helps you decode terms like cardiology or cardiogram. The
combining form meaning heart is cardi/o. It comes from the Greek word kardia for heart, and the o acts as a
linking vowel to attach suffixes or other word parts, as in cardiology, cardiovascular, or cardiogram. The other
forms point to different organs: gast/o refers to the stomach (gastric, gastrectomy), pulmon/o to the lungs
(pulmonary, pulmonology), and nephr/o to the kidneys (nephrology, nephritis). So cardi/o is the correct root for
heart.

8. Which suffix indicates 'abnormal condition, disease'?

A. -osis

B. -itis

C. -ectomy
D. -ostomy

The suffix -osis signals an abnormal condition or disease. It's used to name states or disease processes, such
as cirrhosis (liver disease), nephrosis (kidney disease), and osteoporosis (bone loss). The other endings have
different meanings: -itis = inflammation, -ectomy = surgical removal, -ostomy = creating an opening. So -osis is
the best indicator of an abnormal condition or disease.

9. In the term dextrocardia, what does the prefix dextr/o indicate?
A. Right side
B. Left side
C. Front
D. Back

Dextr/o signals the right side. This prefix comes from Latin dexter, meaning right-hand. So in dextrocardia, the
heart is located on the right side of the chest, which is exactly what the prefix describes. The opposite idea
would use a prefix for left (lev/o or sinistr/o), and front or back would use different roots like anter/o or dors/o,
not dextr/o.
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10. What is the role of the combining vowel in medical terms?
A. To connect a root to a suffix or another root, typically 'o’

B. To indicate negation
C. To show plural
D. To denote tense

The combining vowel serves as a smooth link between word parts, letting a root attach to a suffix or to another
root without clashing consonants. It's usually the letter o, chosen to ease pronunciation and keep medical terms
pronounceable. For example, cardi/o + logy becomes cardiology, and gastr/o + enter/o + logy forms
gastroenterology. If a suffix begins with a vowel, the combining vowel is typically dropped, which is why some
terms like gastritis don't insert an extra vowel. This mechanism isn't about negation, plural, or tense—the
negation and plural meanings come from prefixes or suffixes, and tense isn't a feature of these terms.




Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://introtomedterms.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!




