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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Structural log members for roof systems shall comply with the provisions
of which standard?
A. ASTM E119
B. NFPA 70
C. ICC 400
D. ANSI A117.1

2. Which standard governs structural log members used in roof systems?
A. ASTM E119
B. NFPA 70
C. ACI 318
D. ICC 400

3. The minimum thickness for masonry bearing walls more than one story
high is 8 inches. Which option reflects this requirement?
A. 8 inches
B. 6 inches
C. 10 inches
D. 12 inches

4. What is the minimum front extension for standard hearths?
A. 12 inches
B. 14 inches
C. 16 inches
D. 18 inches

5. There shall be a floor or ______ at the top and bottom of each stairway.
A. Landing
B. Platform
C. Floor
D. Step
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6. In a concrete wall using number 4 rebar with a 40,000 psi yield, the
maximum splice length or tension development length is 20 inches. Which
option lists this correctly?
A. 10 inches
B. 16 inches
C. 20 inches
D. 28 inches

7. The nonabsorbent surface requirement applies to showers and bathtubs
with installed shower heads; which fixtures are covered?
A. Toilets and sinks
B. Sinks only
C. Showers and bathtubs
D. Showers only

8. The building permit, or a copy of the permit, must be kept _______ until the
completion of the project.
A. At the city hall
B. On site
C. In the contractor's office
D. In the file cabinet

9. What is the minimum headroom required in all parts of a stairway?
A. 6' 0"
B. 7' 0"
C. 6' 8"
D. 6' 4"

10. Braced walls may be constructed with gypsum board with a minimum
thickness of what?
A. 1/4 inch
B. 3/8 inch
C. 1/2 inch
D. 3/4 inch
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Answers
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1. C
2. D
3. A
4. C
5. A
6. C
7. C
8. B
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Structural log members for roof systems shall comply with the provisions
of which standard?
A. ASTM E119
B. NFPA 70
C. ICC 400
D. ANSI A117.1

Structural log members are governed by a standard that specifically addresses the design and construction of
log structures, including how logs are used as structural components in roofs. That standard lays out the
requirements for log strength, sizing, moisture content, fasteners, and connections, along with how loads are
transferred and how log features like knots and checks are treated to maintain safety and durability over time.
Because log construction has unique behavior compared with conventional framing, ICC 400 provides the
tailored criteria needed to ensure roof systems built with structural log members perform reliably under typical
loads.   The other standards aren’t about the structural design of log members: ASTM E119 covers
fire-resistance ratings for assemblies, NFPA 70 is the electrical code, and ANSI A117.1 relates to accessibility
requirements.

2. Which standard governs structural log members used in roof systems?
A. ASTM E119
B. NFPA 70
C. ACI 318
D. ICC 400

The standard for structural log members used in roof systems is ICC 400. This standard specifically covers log
home construction, including how roof framing is designed and built with structural log members, what materials
and grades are appropriate, how connections and fasteners should be made, and how moisture and settlement
are addressed in log roof systems. It provides the reference for evaluating whether a log-home roof framing
meets recognized construction practices.  Other standards listed aren’t about log roof framing: ASTM E119
pertains to fire resistance ratings of assemblies, NFPA 70 is the National Electrical Code, and ACI 318 covers
structural concrete design.

3. The minimum thickness for masonry bearing walls more than one story
high is 8 inches. Which option reflects this requirement?
A. 8 inches
B. 6 inches
C. 10 inches
D. 12 inches

The key idea is how wall thickness is tied to the load and height a wall must carry. For masonry bearing walls,
the thicker the wall, the more load it can safely support and the better it resists bending and lateral forces. When
a wall extends to more than one story, the minimum thickness required increases to ensure sufficient strength
for the added vertical load and stability. In this rule, the minimum for walls over one story is 8 inches. So the
option that shows 8 inches matches the stated requirement. A 6-inch wall would not meet the requirement for
more than one story, while 10 or 12 inches are thicker than the minimum but still acceptable from a safety
standpoint; the question, however, asks for the minimum thickness, which is 8 inches.
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4. What is the minimum front extension for standard hearths?
A. 12 inches
B. 14 inches
C. 16 inches
D. 18 inches

The front extension is the protective projection of the hearth that sticks out in front of the fireplace opening. It
must be large enough to shield the room’s flooring from radiant heat and any embers that might escape the fire.
For standard fireplaces, the minimum required front extension is sixteen inches. This provides a safe buffer so
floors and coverings aren’t exposed to heat or embers. Smaller extensions, like twelve or fourteen inches,
typically don’t meet common codes for standard hearths. An eighteen-inch front extension can be used, but
sixteen inches is the baseline minimum.

5. There shall be a floor or ______ at the top and bottom of each stairway.
A. Landing
B. Platform
C. Floor
D. Step

A safe, level stopping point at the ends of a stair run is required. This area is called a landing. It provides a stable
place to stand and to transition between the stairs and the adjoining floor, which helps prevent falls and
accommodates door swings or furniture clearance. The code requires a floor or landing at the top and bottom of
each stairway to ensure a proper, safe connection between levels. A floor describes the general surface, not the
specific end-area for a stair. A step is an individual riser, and a platform is a broader term not used here to
denote the required end surfaces of a stair.

6. In a concrete wall using number 4 rebar with a 40,000 psi yield, the
maximum splice length or tension development length is 20 inches. Which
option lists this correctly?
A. 10 inches
B. 16 inches
C. 20 inches
D. 28 inches

Development length is the length of embedment needed to transfer the full tensile force from the steel to the
surrounding concrete through bond. It depends on the bar size, its yield strength, and the concrete strength, and
it is specified in standard tables used for designing lap splices and development-length details. For a No. 4
reinforcing bar with a 40 ksi yield in typical concrete, the code tables assign a specific development length. The
maximum splice or tension-development length is taken as that value, so the correct choice is the one that lists
the development length given for this bar size and yield. Shorter lengths would not develop the bar fully and
could fail at the splice, while longer lengths exceed what the code allows for this scenario.
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7. The nonabsorbent surface requirement applies to showers and bathtubs
with installed shower heads; which fixtures are covered?
A. Toilets and sinks
B. Sinks only
C. Showers and bathtubs
D. Showers only

Nonabsorbent surfaces are required in wet areas where water exposure is frequent and splash or spray is
common. When a shower head is installed in a bath, the surfaces around the shower or tub must resist
absorption so they don’t soak up moisture, which helps prevent mold, rot, and deterioration and makes cleaning
easier. That’s why the fixtures covered by this requirement are showers and bathtubs with a shower head
installed. Toilets and sinks aren’t part of this particular nonabsorbent-surface scope, even though they are water
fixtures, because the standard described specifically targets the shower/bathtub wet area.

8. The building permit, or a copy of the permit, must be kept _______ until the
completion of the project.
A. At the city hall
B. On site
C. In the contractor's office
D. In the file cabinet

Having the permit on the job site throughout construction ensures it’s readily available for inspections and to
confirm that all work is authorized. Inspectors need quick access to verify permit status and any conditions, and
keeping the permit where the work is happening prevents delays from having to retrieve it from another location.
A copy on site is acceptable, but the essential point is accessibility at the site. Saving the permit in city hall, the
contractor’s office, or a distant file cabinet can hinder inspections and slow down compliance checks.

9. What is the minimum headroom required in all parts of a stairway?
A. 6' 0"
B. 7' 0"
C. 6' 8"
D. 6' 4"

Minimum headroom in a stairway is the vertical clearance above the walking surface that must be maintained
along the entire stair run. This clearance is required for safety so you don’t hit your head as you ascend or
descend. The code sets this minimum at 6 feet 8 inches, measured from the finished walking surface of the tread
to the lowest overhead obstruction. It applies to every part of the stair, including landings, so any portion dipping
below 6'8" means the space does not meet the requirement. If a ceiling or other obstruction reduces headroom
below 6'8", you’d need to adjust the stair layout or raise the ceiling to comply. The lower options fall short of the
required minimum, while a height of 7'0" exceeds the minimum but is not the standard being asked for. Hence,
6'8" is the minimum headroom.
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10. Braced walls may be constructed with gypsum board with a minimum
thickness of what?
A. 1/4 inch
B. 3/8 inch
C. 1/2 inch
D. 3/4 inch

Braced walls rely on the gypsum board as part of the shear-transfer path to resist lateral loads. The board must
be thick enough to provide sufficient stiffness and to hold fasteners reliably under shear, so the standard
minimum is 1/2 inch. Thinner boards don’t offer adequate rigidity or fastener resistance for effective shear
transfer, while 3/4 inch is thicker than needed for typical braced-wall construction. (Note: 5/8 inch is used in
some fire-rated assemblies, but for standard braced walls the minimum is 1/2 inch.)
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ircbuildingresidentialinspec.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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