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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions

Sample study guide, visit https://minnesotacontractors.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 5

SAMPLE



1. When finishing concrete, the movement of water to the top surface is
known as what?
A. Efflorescence
B. Bleeding
C. Laitance
D. Bonding

2. What is the minimum height above roof for a single radon vent pipe?
A. 8 inches
B. 10 inches
C. 12 inches
D. 16 inches

3. Chimney requirements state that the chimney must extend at least 2 feet
above any portion of the building within how many feet of the chimney?
A. 2 feet
B. 5 feet
C. 8 feet
D. 10 feet

4. What is the minimum thickness of a concrete floor?
A. 2.75 inches
B. 3 inches
C. 3.25 inches
D. 3.5 inches

5. Untreated siding shall be no closer than?
A. 6 inches to the ground
B. 5 inches to the ground
C. 4 inches to the ground
D. 3 inches to the ground
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6. What table would you use to calculate the span for a joist that also spans
cantilevers?
A. R502.3.3(2)
B. R502.3.1(1)
C. R502.3.3(1)
D. R502.5(1)

7. How do you increase the compressive strength of mortar containing lime
and Portland cement?
A. Add cement
B. Add water
C. Add mortar
D. Add lime

8. When can a bedroom be accessed directly from the garage?
A. Only when the garage has a lock
B. With more than a 1.5 inch threshold
C. Only in houses built before 1980
D. Never

9. What document must a contractor submit when changing their business
name?
A. Agreement for Business Name
B. Business Name Registration Form
C. Certificate of Assumed Name
D. Legal Name Change Document

10. What is the maximum tolerance between the centerline of the horizontal
framing member and the vertical framing member when using steel floor
framing?
A. 1/8 inch
B. 1/4 inch
C. 1/2 inch
D. 3/4 inch
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Answers
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1. B
2. C
3. D
4. D
5. A
6. C
7. A
8. D
9. C
10. D
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Explanations
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1. When finishing concrete, the movement of water to the top surface is
known as what?
A. Efflorescence
B. Bleeding
C. Laitance
D. Bonding

The movement of water to the top surface of freshly poured concrete is referred to as bleeding. This
phenomenon occurs as the heavier solid particles of concrete settle under the force of gravity, allowing the
lighter water to rise to the surface. As water moves upward, it can create a layer on top of the concrete, which
may need to be managed to ensure proper finishing and to avoid issues such as surface defects or weak layers. 
This process can impact the final appearance and strength of the cured concrete, making it essential for
contractors to be aware of and address bleeding during the finishing process. Properly timing finishing
techniques is crucial since finishing too early, when bleeding is still occurring, can trap excess water underneath
the surface and lead to problems like surface scaling or dusting.  Efflorescence refers to the white, powdery
substance that can form on the surface of concrete due to the migration of soluble salts and moisture, but it
does not describe the movement of water during the initial curing phase. Laitance is a similar phenomenon that
involves the formation of a weak layer on the surface of concrete due to the upward migration of fine particles
and water, but this is a different process than what bleeding describes. Bonding pertains to the adherence of
materials together, which is not

2. What is the minimum height above roof for a single radon vent pipe?
A. 8 inches
B. 10 inches
C. 12 inches
D. 16 inches

The minimum height above the roof for a single radon vent pipe is 12 inches. This requirement helps ensure that
the vent pipe effectively dissipates radon and any other gases below the roofline, allowing for proper ventilation
and reducing the risk of radon re-entering the structure. The 12-inch height is specified to prevent potential
obstructions and to promote better air flow, thus enhancing the efficacy of the ventilation system.  Additionally,
having the vent pipe at the proper height minimizes the possibility of wind turbulence around the pipe, which
could otherwise affect the performance of the radon mitigation system. By maintaining this height, the design
aligns with best practices for radon mitigation and health safety standards, ensuring that any radon gas is
adequately vented away from the living spaces beneath the roof.
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3. Chimney requirements state that the chimney must extend at least 2 feet
above any portion of the building within how many feet of the chimney?
A. 2 feet
B. 5 feet
C. 8 feet
D. 10 feet

The correct answer indicates that the chimney must extend at least 2 feet above any portion of the building
within 10 feet of the chimney. This requirement is set to ensure proper ventilation and prevent the risk of smoke
and harmful gases re-entering the building. By having the chimney rise higher than structures within that
distance, it helps maintain efficient draft and reduces the likelihood of downdrafts that could occur if the
chimney is not sufficiently elevated.  The rationale behind the 10-foot measurement is primarily to mitigate the
potential impact that nearby structures can have on airflow and chimney performance. Additionally, it addresses
safety concerns, ensuring that the flue gases are adequately cleared away from the eaves, roofs, and adjacent
buildings. This guideline promotes effective combustion and increases safety for occupants, making it an
essential aspect of chimney installation and compliance with building codes.

4. What is the minimum thickness of a concrete floor?
A. 2.75 inches
B. 3 inches
C. 3.25 inches
D. 3.5 inches

The minimum thickness of a concrete floor is typically set at 3.5 inches for various structural and performance
considerations. This thickness ensures adequate strength and durability for the intended use, providing
sufficient load-bearing capacity to support both static and dynamic loads.   A concrete floor that is 3.5 inches
thick can also accommodate the contraction and expansion that happens due to temperature fluctuations, which
can help prevent cracking. Additionally, this thickness allows for adequate subgrade support, which is essential
in areas where soil conditions may vary.  Many building codes and construction practices specify this thickness
to ensure that the flooring can withstand the stresses it will encounter over time, making it a standard
requirement in the industry.

5. Untreated siding shall be no closer than?
A. 6 inches to the ground
B. 5 inches to the ground
C. 4 inches to the ground
D. 3 inches to the ground

The correct answer is that untreated siding must be no closer than 6 inches to the ground to prevent damage
and deterioration. This requirement is crucial because maintaining a vertical distance between the siding and the
ground helps reduce the risk of moisture-related issues such as rot, mold, and pest infestations. When siding is
placed too close to the ground, it becomes susceptible to water accumulation and ground contact, which can
lead to structural problems over time.   Additionally, this guideline aligns with best practices in building codes,
emphasizing the importance of proper siding installation to ensure durability and longevity. Keeping untreated
siding elevated at least 6 inches also facilitates proper airflow and drainage, further protecting the integrity of
the siding material. This consideration is vital for maintaining the overall health of the building structure, hence
supporting the importance of adhering to this specific distance requirement.
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6. What table would you use to calculate the span for a joist that also spans
cantilevers?
A. R502.3.3(2)
B. R502.3.1(1)
C. R502.3.3(1)
D. R502.5(1)

To calculate the span for a joist that also spans cantilevers, the appropriate reference is R502.3.3(1). This code
section specifically addresses the span requirements for floor joists, taking into account the effects of
cantilevers.   In this context, it provides guidance on how to determine the maximum allowable span for joists
that also extend beyond their supporting walls or beams, which is essential for ensuring structural integrity and
safety. The reference may include specific tables or charts that give values based on various factors such as
joist size, spacing, load conditions, and the presence of cantilevered sections.  Utilizing this information helps
builders and contractors design safe and compliant structures by following the established standards in the
Minnesota building code.

7. How do you increase the compressive strength of mortar containing lime
and Portland cement?
A. Add cement
B. Add water
C. Add mortar
D. Add lime

To increase the compressive strength of mortar containing lime and Portland cement, adding cement is the best
approach. Mortar is primarily composed of a binder, such as Portland cement, which gives it its strength. By
increasing the amount of cement in the mixture, the overall strength of the mortar can be enhanced.   The
cement hydrates during the curing process, creating bonds that contribute to the structural integrity of the
mortar. Lime, while beneficial for workability and flexibility, does not provide the same level of compressive
strength as Portland cement. Therefore, while lime can improve other characteristics, such as adhesion and
resistance to cracking, it is the increased cement content that directly improves compressive strength.  Adding
water does not effectively increase compressive strength; in fact, too much water can weaken the mixture if it
exceeds the optimum water-to-cement ratio. Adding mortar would not alter the fundamental mix proportions
favorably and could lead to inconsistencies. Similarly, adding lime does not directly increase compressive
strength; rather, it plays a different role in the mortar's properties.
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8. When can a bedroom be accessed directly from the garage?
A. Only when the garage has a lock
B. With more than a 1.5 inch threshold
C. Only in houses built before 1980
D. Never

Access from a garage to a bedroom is typically restricted due to safety and fire code regulations. The primary
concern is that garages are often considered hazardous areas because they can contain combustible materials,
fumes from cars, and other potential hazards. When living spaces, such as bedrooms, are directly accessed from
a garage, there is a higher risk of harmful gases entering the living area or the potential for fire to spread.  In
most building codes, especially those updated for safety, it is mandated that any access from a garage to a
living space, like a bedroom, must be controlled and designed to minimize these risks. This can include
requirements for fire-rated doors, proper ventilation, and maintaining a separation between living spaces and
non-living spaces like garages. Therefore, the correct understanding is that a bedroom should never be
accessed directly from a garage, ensuring the safety of occupants by maintaining a barrier between potentially
hazardous conditions and living environments.

9. What document must a contractor submit when changing their business
name?
A. Agreement for Business Name
B. Business Name Registration Form
C. Certificate of Assumed Name
D. Legal Name Change Document

When a contractor changes their business name, the appropriate document to submit is a Certificate of Assumed
Name. This certificate is essential because it officially records the new name under which the business will
operate, ensuring that it is recognized by the state. Filing this certificate provides legal protection for the new
name and allows the contractor to inform the public and other businesses about the name under which they will
be conducting their affairs.   While other documents, such as a Business Name Registration Form or a Legal
Name Change Document, might seem relevant in certain contexts, they do not specifically address the
requirement for businesses operating under an assumed name. The Certificate of Assumed Name is tailored to
meet the legal obligations of businesses that want to operate under a name different from their legal name.

10. What is the maximum tolerance between the centerline of the horizontal
framing member and the vertical framing member when using steel floor
framing?
A. 1/8 inch
B. 1/4 inch
C. 1/2 inch
D. 3/4 inch

The correct answer reflects the maximum tolerance of 3/4 inch between the centerline of the horizontal framing
member and the vertical framing member when working with steel floor framing. This tolerance is established to
ensure that the structural integrity and connection quality are maintained in steel construction.   This allowance
accommodates for slight variations during assembly and helps manage any potential misalignments that may
occur due to fabrication tolerances or onsite adjustments. Steel framing requires precise alignment to ensure
that loads are properly distributed and that connections between members perform as expected under load
conditions. Allowing for a tolerance of up to 3/4 inch enables builders to achieve robust and reliable
constructions, while still maintaining the necessary adjustability for practical installation.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://minnesotacontractors.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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