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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is performance-based design, and when is it used?
A. Defines outcomes and performance criteria rather than prescriptive methods;

used when prescriptive code solutions are impractical or in specialized projects.
B. Is a method for selecting contractors.
C. Applies only to interior design aesthetics.
D. Replaces all safety codes.

2. Cost-plus contract is identified by which code?
A. A102
B. A201
C. A701
D. G705

3. Which division is associated with Wood, Plastics, and Composites?
A. Metals
B. Masonry
C. Thermal/Moisture
D. Wood, Plastics, Composites

4. An 'Allowance' in construction pricing is used when
A. An amount set aside for costs when exact amount is unknown
B. A fixed sum for all work
C. A discount offered by the contractor
D. A contingency for weather delays

5. Which bid approach is most effective for comparing bids when exact
quantities aren't known?
A. Time and materials
B. Lump sum
C. Cost-plus
D. Unit price
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6. Division 10 corresponds to which category?
A. Specialities
B. Equipment
C. Furnishings
D. Openings

7. In general terms, which statement about programmatic requirements is
true?
A. They primarily guide interior finish selections
B. They determine building height thresholds
C. They influence massing, adjacencies, and spatial planning
D. They set the construction schedule

8. What is the architect's professional responsibility regarding codes and
standards compliance?
A. The architect must exercise professional judgment to ensure designs comply

with applicable codes and standards, documenting decisions.
B. The architect must follow the client's preferences even if they conflict with

codes.
C. The architect can delegate all code compliance to engineers without

oversight.
D. The architect bears no responsibility for code compliance.

9. What is the role of a construction administrator during the closeout phase?
A. Manages procurement during early design.
B. Coordinates final inspections, guarantees, and document delivery; ensures

deficiencies are corrected; certifies substantial/completion.
C. Writes specifications.
D. Creates building code analysis.

10. Which item is typically outlined in the commissioning procedures
document?
A. Corrective action plan
B. Performance criteria
C. Documentation requirements
D. Testing schedule
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Answers
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1. A
2. A
3. D
4. A
5. D
6. A
7. C
8. A
9. B
10. D
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Explanations
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1. What is performance-based design, and when is it used?
A. Defines outcomes and performance criteria rather than prescriptive methods;

used when prescriptive code solutions are impractical or in specialized projects.
B. Is a method for selecting contractors.
C. Applies only to interior design aesthetics.
D. Replaces all safety codes.

Performance-based design focuses on outcomes and performance criteria for a building or system rather than
dictating exact construction methods. It’s used when prescriptive code solutions are impractical or
insufficient—such as complex or innovative projects where standard rules can’t address site conditions, unusual
loads, or specific performance goals. In practice, designers set targets for safety, resilience, energy, and other
performance areas, and demonstrate through analysis, modeling, and testing that the design meets those
targets and aligns with the code’s intent. This approach offers flexibility and optimization while still requiring
compliance with safety objectives and approval from the authority having jurisdiction. It’s not about selecting
contractors, nor limited to interior design aesthetics, and it does not replace safety codes; it provides an
alternative path to meet code requirements.

2. Cost-plus contract is identified by which code?
A. A102
B. A201
C. A701
D. G705

The idea being tested is recognizing which contract form in the AIA/NCARB set is used for a cost-based payment
arrangement. A cost-plus contract means the owner pays actual project costs plus a fee for the architect’s
services, rather than a fixed lump sum. The Owner-Architect Agreement form that specifies compensation based
on the cost of the work plus a fee is the one designated for cost-plus arrangements. This is why this option is
the best match: it directly corresponds to the contract document intended for cost-based reimbursement, rather
than forms that address fixed-price, general conditions, or project instructions. The other options pertain to
different aspects of the agreement or general conditions, not to the cost-plus payment method.

3. Which division is associated with Wood, Plastics, and Composites?
A. Metals
B. Masonry
C. Thermal/Moisture
D. Wood, Plastics, Composites

In construction specifications, materials are grouped by divisions, and the division titled Wood, Plastics, and
Composites is the one that collects materials derived from wood, various plastics, and composite materials used
in building. This division covers wood-based products (like lumber and engineered wood), wood panels, and
common plastic and composite materials encountered in construction. It’s the best answer because the
division’s name directly corresponds to those material families and serves as the standard place to specify their
products, fabrication, and installation. The other options point to different families—metals, masonry, and
thermal/moisture protection—whose contents don’t include wood, plastics, or composites.
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4. An 'Allowance' in construction pricing is used when
A. An amount set aside for costs when exact amount is unknown
B. A fixed sum for all work
C. A discount offered by the contractor
D. A contingency for weather delays

An allowance is a placeholder price included in the contract for items whose exact cost isn’t known yet. It gives
the project budget flexibility to cover finishes, fixtures, or other selections the owner will choose later. As the
actual cost of the chosen item is determined, the contract is adjusted: if the actual cost is less than the
allowance, the difference is credited; if it’s more, the owner pays the excess or the contract is revised
accordingly. This approach keeps construction moving without delaying for precise pricing on uncertain items. It
isn’t a fixed price for all work, a discount from the contractor, or a contingency for weather delays.

5. Which bid approach is most effective for comparing bids when exact
quantities aren't known?
A. Time and materials
B. Lump sum
C. Cost-plus
D. Unit price

When exact quantities aren’t known, pricing that stays meaningful as quantities change is essential. A unit price
bid names a price for each unit of work (for example, per cubic yard of earth moved or per square foot of paving).
This lets you compare bids based on how much work will be required, even before the final quantities are known.
You can apply the unit prices to the actual quantities later to determine the total cost, and if the scope ends up
with more or fewer units, the cost scales accordingly without rewriting the entire contract. This approach
provides a clear, comparable basis for bidding when the scope is uncertain.  Time and materials involves actual
labor and material costs as the work progresses, which makes upfront comparison difficult because totals
depend on hours and material usage. Lump sum relies on a single fixed price tied to a defined scope with known
quantities, which isn’t ideal when quantities aren’t yet known. Cost-plus reimburses actual costs plus a fee,
which also isn’t a straightforward basis for initial bid comparisons in uncertain scopes.

6. Division 10 corresponds to which category?
A. Specialities
B. Equipment
C. Furnishings
D. Openings

Division classifications group items by function, and Division 10 is the set for specialty items that are installed to
meet interior needs but aren’t part of the main building systems or typical finishes. These are built-in or
space-specific elements like toilet partitions, bathroom accessories, signage, lockers, mirrors, and fire
extinguishers. That’s why Division 10 fits the category of Specialties. Equipment would cover machinery and
appliances, Furnishings covers movable furniture, and Openings relates to doors and windows.
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7. In general terms, which statement about programmatic requirements is
true?
A. They primarily guide interior finish selections
B. They determine building height thresholds
C. They influence massing, adjacencies, and spatial planning
D. They set the construction schedule

Programmatic requirements define what spaces must exist, how big they should be, and how they should relate
to one another. Because of those needs, the building’s overall form and organization are shaped to support
efficient flow, appropriate adjacencies, and the intended use of each space. In practice, this means the massing
(the building’s shape and volume), the relationships between rooms, and the layout of corridors and zones are
driven by the program, so the space can function as intended.  Interior finishes, while important to the final
design, are typically decided after the program establishes the spaces and their relationships. Building height
thresholds are usually dictated by zoning codes, site constraints, and structural considerations, not by the
program alone. Construction scheduling is a project management concern that follows from the design and
procurement process, not the core driver of the space program itself.

8. What is the architect's professional responsibility regarding codes and
standards compliance?
A. The architect must exercise professional judgment to ensure designs comply

with applicable codes and standards, documenting decisions.
B. The architect must follow the client's preferences even if they conflict with

codes.
C. The architect can delegate all code compliance to engineers without

oversight.
D. The architect bears no responsibility for code compliance.

Architects must apply professional judgment to ensure that designs meet all applicable codes and standards,
and they should document the decisions that lead to compliance. Codes and standards establish mandatory
requirements for safety, health, and welfare, so the architect’s role is to evaluate the project, integrate the
applicable provisions, and keep a clear record of how those decisions were reached. While engineers and other
specialists contribute technical input, the architect holds the ultimate responsibility for the overall design’s
compliance with code, coordinating consultants and verifying that the final plans reflect compliant solutions.
Client preferences matter where they align with codes, but they cannot override code requirements; when
conflicts arise, the architect must advocate for a compliant approach or seek permissible alternatives.
Delegating code compliance entirely without oversight is not acceptable, and bearing no responsibility is
inaccurate, since the architect is accountable for ensuring that the project adheres to applicable codes and
standards.
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9. What is the role of a construction administrator during the closeout phase?
A. Manages procurement during early design.
B. Coordinates final inspections, guarantees, and document delivery; ensures

deficiencies are corrected; certifies substantial/completion.
C. Writes specifications.
D. Creates building code analysis.

During the closeout phase, the construction administrator coordinates the handoff and finalization of the project,
focusing on completing contractual obligations and delivering everything needed for occupancy. This includes
organizing final inspections, securing warranties and guarantees, and compiling and delivering the project
closeout documents such as operation manuals, maintenance data, as-built drawings, and lien waivers. They
manage the punch list to ensure any deficiencies are corrected and formally certify when the project reaches
substantial completion and then final completion, which also triggers warranty periods and final payments.
Activities like procuring materials in early design, writing specifications, or performing building code analysis
belong to earlier stages of the project and aren’t part of closeout.

10. Which item is typically outlined in the commissioning procedures
document?
A. Corrective action plan
B. Performance criteria
C. Documentation requirements
D. Testing schedule

In commissioning, the procedures document acts as the playbook for how tests and verifications will be carried
out. The item typically outlined is the testing schedule, which specifies when each test happens, the order of
testing, required durations, and any dependencies or approvals needed. This schedule ensures tests align with
construction milestones, makes sure resources and personnel are available, and prevents delays by coordinating
activities across trades. Other elements like corrective action plans, performance criteria, and documentation
requirements may appear in related documents, but the testing schedule is the part that directly organizes and
timing the testing work itself.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ncarbce.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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