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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Curbs up to 9 inches in height are considered to be what type?
A. Shower unit
B. Bench unit
C. Floor unit
D. Wall unit

2. Which property is essential for tiles intended for outdoor use?
A. High water absorption
B. Low slip resistance
C. Frost resistance
D. Low durability

3. Which standard specifically covers the installation of ceramic tile?
A. ANSI A108
B. ANSI A110
C. ANSI A112
D. ANSI A120

4. What is the typical maximum spacing for floor framing?
A. 12 inches on center
B. 16 inches on center
C. 18 inches on center
D. 24 inches on center

5. Which joint provides separation to allow movement when expansion
exceeds contraction?
A. Isolation joint
B. Contraction joint
C. Expansion joint
D. Construction joint

6. Which ANSI standard specifically addresses grout for tile installations?
A. ANSI A118.1
B. ANSI A118.6
C. ANSI A137.1
D. ANSI A118.4
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7. Why is a wet saw preferred for porcelain tile cutting?
A. It allows for larger cuts than traditional tools
B. It eliminates the need for a tile cutter
C. It minimizes chipping and provides cleaner cuts
D. It is less expensive than other cutting tools

8. Why should tiles be acclimated before installation?
A. To enhance their color before installation
B. To minimize expansion or contraction due to temperature and humidity

changes
C. To pre-adhere them to the subfloor
D. To match the adjacent wall color

9. What’s the importance of testing tiles for ANSI compliance?
A. To ensure the tiles meet the necessary performance and safety

characteristics
B. To determine the aesthetic appeal of the tiles
C. To reduce installation costs significantly
D. To evaluate the durability against scratches

10. Which of the following is not a typical maximum rise for slopes specified
in tiling standards?
A. 4 inches
B. 6 inches
C. 3 inches
D. 2 inches
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Answers
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1. A
2. C
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. A
10. D
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Explanations
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1. Curbs up to 9 inches in height are considered to be what type?
A. Shower unit
B. Bench unit
C. Floor unit
D. Wall unit

Curbs that are up to 9 inches in height are classified as shower units. This classification is based on their typical
use in bathroom designs, particularly in curbless and traditional shower applications. This height is specifically
designed to provide adequate water containment while allowing for ease of access, especially in a shower
setting.   When designing or installing a shower, the curb serves the functional purpose of keeping water from
spilling over to the bathroom floor, helping to maintain a safe and dry environment outside the shower space.
Understanding these classifications is essential for ensuring that the installation adheres to building codes and
standards, particularly when it comes to waterproofing and drainage requirements.  In contrast, the other
options represent different contexts in which curbs might be used, with shower units standing out specifically
for their height and role in facilitating the shower experience.

2. Which property is essential for tiles intended for outdoor use?
A. High water absorption
B. Low slip resistance
C. Frost resistance
D. Low durability

Frost resistance is crucial for tiles designed for outdoor applications, particularly in climates that experience
freezing temperatures. When moisture within the tile freezes, it expands, which can lead to cracking and
deterioration. Tiles that possess frost resistance are engineered to withstand these temperature fluctuations and
the potential damage from freeze-thaw cycles.   Choosing tiles with this property ensures longevity and
functionality in outdoor environments, maintaining aesthetic appeal and structural integrity even under
challenging weather conditions. This is especially important for outdoor areas that are exposed to rain or snow.
Adopting tiles that do not have frost resistance could result in frequent repairs or replacements, undermining the
investment in outdoor surfaces.  In contrast to frost resistance, high water absorption could make tiles more
susceptible to freeze damage, while low slip resistance compromises safety in wet conditions. Low durability
would lead to a quick degradation of the tile, making these options unsuitable for outdoor use.

3. Which standard specifically covers the installation of ceramic tile?
A. ANSI A108
B. ANSI A110
C. ANSI A112
D. ANSI A120

The correct answer is A, ANSI A108, because this standard provides the specific guidelines and requirements for
the installation of ceramic tile, including recommendations related to the materials, installation methods, and
testing procedures. ANSI A108 covers the entire installation process, detailing aspects such as substrate
preparation, setting materials, and grouting methods, ensuring a durable and high-quality installation.  Other
options, while they may relate to tile or flooring in a broader sense, do not specifically address the installation
practices for ceramic tiles. For instance, standards like ANSI A110 may cover related areas but do not focus
primarily on ceramic tile installation methodologies. Therefore, it's essential to refer to ANSI A108 when
discussing the proper practices for installing ceramic tile.
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4. What is the typical maximum spacing for floor framing?
A. 12 inches on center
B. 16 inches on center
C. 18 inches on center
D. 24 inches on center

The typical maximum spacing for floor framing is 16 inches on center. This measurement is a widely accepted
standard in construction, particularly important for ensuring proper structural support and load distribution in
flooring systems. Spacing floor joists at this interval allows for adequate weight support from both the flooring
and any loads applied on top, such as furniture, people, and appliances.  Using this spacing helps to maintain the
integrity of the floor and reduces the likelihood of sagging or bouncing, which can be problematic in areas with
high foot traffic. While some applications may allow for wider spacing, using 16 inches on center strikes a
balance between structural soundness and material efficiency, making it the preferred choice for most
residential and commercial floor installations.   Other spacing options, such as 12 inches or 24 inches, might be
used in specific situations or for specialized structures, but 16 inches on center is the standard that supports
optimal performance and safety for typical flooring designs.

5. Which joint provides separation to allow movement when expansion
exceeds contraction?
A. Isolation joint
B. Contraction joint
C. Expansion joint
D. Construction joint

The correct choice is expansion joint. An expansion joint is specifically designed to accommodate the movement
that occurs within materials due to temperature fluctuations and other environmental changes. When materials
expand with heat, the expansion joint allows for this movement without causing stress or damage to the
structure.   This joint serves a crucial role in maintaining the integrity of the tiling or flooring system, as it helps
prevent cracking or buckling that could result from restricted movement. The presence of expansion joints in a
tiled surface is particularly important in areas subjected to significant temperature variations.  Other types of
joints, such as isolation, contraction, and construction joints, serve different purposes. Isolation joints, for
example, separate a structure from surrounding materials to prevent stress transfer. Contraction joints are
designed to control cracking due to shrinkage, while construction joints are points at which two sections of
concrete are joined. While these joints address stability and structural integrity, they do not specifically facilitate
the movement related to expansion. Thus, the expansion joint is the most appropriate choice for allowing
movement when expansion exceeds contraction.

6. Which ANSI standard specifically addresses grout for tile installations?
A. ANSI A118.1
B. ANSI A118.6
C. ANSI A137.1
D. ANSI A118.4

The ANSI standard that specifically addresses grout for tile installations is ANSI A118.6. This standard outlines
the performance characteristics, classifications, and requirements for cement-based grout used in tile and stone
installations. It includes specifications on hydration, compressive strength, and water absorption, ensuring that
grouts perform effectively under various conditions.   Understanding this standard is essential for professionals
in the tiling industry, as it helps ensure that the grouts used not only adhere properly but also provide durability
and resistance against factors like moisture and staining. By referencing ANSI A118.6, installers can ensure
compliance with industry standards and customer expectations for grout performance in tile applications.
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7. Why is a wet saw preferred for porcelain tile cutting?
A. It allows for larger cuts than traditional tools
B. It eliminates the need for a tile cutter
C. It minimizes chipping and provides cleaner cuts
D. It is less expensive than other cutting tools

A wet saw is preferred for cutting porcelain tile primarily because it minimizes chipping and provides cleaner
cuts. Porcelain tiles are dense and hard, making them more prone to damage during cutting. The use of water in
a wet saw cools the blade and reduces friction, which significantly helps in preventing chips along the tile edges.
This is especially important when working with the sharp, intricate patterns often found in porcelain tiles.  
Cleaner cuts are essential for a professional finish, especially in high-visibility areas, where aesthetics matter
greatly. The ability to maintain the integrity of the tile edges improves not only the visual appeal but also the fit
and finish of the tiling work. Additionally, using a wet saw can help to prolong the lifespan of the blade due to the
cooling effect of the water, leading to more efficient and effective cutting over time.  Other options may offer
certain advantages in different contexts, but the key benefit of minimizing chipping and achieving cleaner cuts is
paramount when it comes to porcelain tile.

8. Why should tiles be acclimated before installation?
A. To enhance their color before installation
B. To minimize expansion or contraction due to temperature and humidity

changes
C. To pre-adhere them to the subfloor
D. To match the adjacent wall color

Tiles should be acclimated before installation primarily to minimize expansion or contraction due to temperature
and humidity changes. When tiles are produced, they often contain moisture, and once they are brought into a
new environment, they can absorb or lose moisture based on the surrounding conditions. This can lead to
dimensional changes in the tiles once they are installed, resulting in issues such as cracking, uneven surfaces,
and gaps between tiles.   Allowing the tiles to acclimate in the space where they will be installed ensures that
they reach a stable condition in terms of moisture content, effectively preventing problems related to thermal
and moisture-induced expansion or contraction after installation. This step is crucial for maintaining the
integrity and appearance of the tiled surface over time.   The other options do not address the essential purpose
of acclimation in terms of the physical properties of the tiles. Enhancing color, pre-adhering tiles, or matching
colors with adjacent walls are not influenced by the acclimation process and, therefore, do not serve the same
critical functionality as minimizing dimensional changes.

9. What’s the importance of testing tiles for ANSI compliance?
A. To ensure the tiles meet the necessary performance and safety

characteristics
B. To determine the aesthetic appeal of the tiles
C. To reduce installation costs significantly
D. To evaluate the durability against scratches

Testing tiles for ANSI compliance is crucial because it ensures that the tiles meet established performance and
safety standards. ANSI, which stands for the American National Standards Institute, develops and oversees
standards that address various characteristics of tiles, including slip resistance, water absorption, and overall
durability. By ensuring compliance to these standards, manufacturers provide assurance that the tiles will
perform as expected in real-world applications, such as their ability to withstand foot traffic, resist wear, and
prevent accidents caused by slips or falls. This testing ultimately protects both consumers and contractors,
providing them with products that are reliable and safe for use in different environments, which is particularly
important in commercial and residential settings.
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10. Which of the following is not a typical maximum rise for slopes specified
in tiling standards?
A. 4 inches
B. 6 inches
C. 3 inches
D. 2 inches

The correct answer highlights that a maximum rise of 2 inches is generally not a standard limit within tiling
guidelines. Tiling standards typically specify slope requirements to ensure proper drainage and prevent water
accumulation, particularly in wet environments.   When establishing slope parameters, most standards allow for
higher maximum rises, such as 3, 4, or even 6 inches, under specific conditions. These parameters are designed
to provide adequate slope for water runoff while maintaining stability and functionality of tiled surfaces. A rise of
2 inches, while technically feasible, does not align with the typical standards, which are more accommodating to
greater elevations to ensure effective drainage.  Understanding the context of these rise limits is crucial for
proper installation and can help avoid issues such as pooling water or tiling damage, emphasizing the
importance of adhering to established tiling standards.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://nvc20ansitilingstandards.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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