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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. If a notary moves out of New York but maintains a business in the state,
what must they do to keep their commission?
A. File paperwork with the Secretary of State
B. Nothing, their commission is automatically renewed
C. Change their residency status
D. Notify their local county clerk

2. What do you call a person who makes an oath to a written statement?
A. Deponent
B. Contractor
C. Escrow agent
D. Witness

3. Who may not take the acknowledgment of parties in a written marriage
contract?
A. A notary public
B. A married individual
C. An attorney
D. Any eligible person

4. Which of the following statements is true regarding notaries public?
A. They can create legal documents
B. They can sign contracts on behalf of others
C. They can witness signatures and administer oaths
D. They can represent clients in legal matters

5. What does "executing" a document mean in notary practice?
A. Revising the document for accuracy.
B. Signing the document by the required parties.
C. Witnessing the signing of the document.
D. Filing the document with a government office.
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6. Can a notary public charge a fee for their services?
A. Yes, it is permitted
B. No, it is prohibited
C. Yes, but only if authorized by law
D. Yes, but only with a contract

7. What makes a person guilty of perjury?
A. Giving false testimony under any circumstances
B. Giving false testimony under oath or affirmation
C. Obtaining information through coercion
D. Falsifying documents

8. What is defined as an agreement between competent parties to do or not
do certain things for legal consideration?
A. Contract
B. Consideration
C. Conveyance
D. Escrow

9. What is the testimony of a witness taken out of court before a notary or
other person referred to as?
A. Deposition
B. Contract
C. Authentication
D. Conveyance

10. What is a primary duty of a notary public?
A. To issue marriage licenses
B. To serve as a witness for any legal proceedings
C. To verify signatures and administer oaths
D. To notarize only documents pertaining to real estate
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://nysnotary.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SAMPLE



1. A
2. A
3. A
4. C
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. A
9. A
10. C
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Explanations
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1. If a notary moves out of New York but maintains a business in the state,
what must they do to keep their commission?
A. File paperwork with the Secretary of State
B. Nothing, their commission is automatically renewed
C. Change their residency status
D. Notify their local county clerk

To maintain their notary commission after moving out of New York, a notary is required to file specific paperwork
with the Secretary of State. This is essential because the commission is tied to the notary's residency and the
jurisdiction where they are appointed. When a notary moves out of state, their status changes, and they must
formally notify the appropriate authorities to ensure compliance with the laws governing notarial acts in New
York.   Selecting this option highlights the necessity of active management of one’s notary commission,
reflecting an understanding of the regulations that govern notaries in New York State and the importance of
proper protocol in maintaining legal authority to perform notarizations.

2. What do you call a person who makes an oath to a written statement?
A. Deponent
B. Contractor
C. Escrow agent
D. Witness

The term for a person who makes an oath to a written statement is "Deponent." This term is used specifically in
legal contexts, particularly in depositions, where an individual gives sworn testimony, typically in written form.
The process involves the deponent confirming the truthfulness of their statements under oath, which qualifies
the document as a formal legal instrument.  In contrast, a contractor refers to someone who is involved in a
contract for services or construction, and an escrow agent is responsible for holding funds or documents in trust
until certain conditions are met in a transaction. Meanwhile, a witness is someone who observes an event, such
as the signing of a document, but they do not necessarily make an oath regarding the written content
themselves. Each of these roles has distinct responsibilities and contexts in legal and business practices, which
highlights the specificity of the term "Deponent" for someone making an oath to a written statement.

3. Who may not take the acknowledgment of parties in a written marriage
contract?
A. A notary public
B. A married individual
C. An attorney
D. Any eligible person

The correct answer identifies individuals who have a conflict of interest in the transaction. A notary public, who
serves as an impartial witness, should not take the acknowledgment of parties in a marriage contract when they
themselves are a party to that contract. Acknowledgments require the notary to remain neutral, and if they are
involved in the marriage contract, their impartiality is compromised.  On the other hand, married individuals may
be able to witness or take part in such agreements, provided they are not parties to the contract themselves.
Attorneys can acknowledge parties in contracts as long as they maintain impartiality, and any eligible person
can also act as a witness or acknowledge parties, as long as they are not directly involved in the contract. Thus,
the restriction placed on notaries in this scenario ensures that the integrity of the acknowledgment process
remains intact.
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4. Which of the following statements is true regarding notaries public?
A. They can create legal documents
B. They can sign contracts on behalf of others
C. They can witness signatures and administer oaths
D. They can represent clients in legal matters

The statement that notaries public can witness signatures and administer oaths is correct. Notaries play a
crucial role in the legal system by ensuring the authenticity of signatures on documents, which helps prevent
fraud. They are authorized to administer oaths and affirmations, making them integral in situations where an
individual's oath or affirmation is required, such as during the signing of legal documents, affidavits, and
depositions.  In contrast, notaries are not allowed to create legal documents themselves, sign contracts on
behalf of others, or represent clients in legal matters. Their function is primarily limited to acts of notarization,
which involve verifying the identity of signers, ensuring that documents are signed willingly and without
coercion, and maintaining an official record of these activities. This limitation preserves the integrity of the
notarization process and protects the public from unauthorized legal representation or document preparation.

5. What does "executing" a document mean in notary practice?
A. Revising the document for accuracy.
B. Signing the document by the required parties.
C. Witnessing the signing of the document.
D. Filing the document with a government office.

In notary practice, "executing" a document refers to the act of signing the document by the required parties. This
process involves the individuals who are involved in the agreement or transaction formally adding their
signatures to the document, indicating their consent and intent to be bound by the terms outlined within it.   This
aspect is crucial because the act of execution signifies that the parties acknowledge the validity of the document
and are expressing their willingness to adhere to its contents. Notarization may follow, where a notary public
witnesses this signing and provides an official seal, thereby adding a layer of authenticity and legal standing to
the document.   The other options are distinct activities related to the document but do not encapsulate the
primary meaning of "executing." Revising relates to correcting or altering content, witnessing pertains to
observing the signing process but does not equate to the act of signing itself, and filing refers to submitting the
document to a governmental authority, which is a subsequent step that may occur after execution.

6. Can a notary public charge a fee for their services?
A. Yes, it is permitted
B. No, it is prohibited
C. Yes, but only if authorized by law
D. Yes, but only with a contract

A notary public in New York State is permitted to charge a fee for their services, but this is contingent upon being
authorized by law to do so. The law sets specific guidelines regarding the maximum fees that can be charged for
certain notarial acts, and notaries must adhere to these regulations. This ensures that notary services remain
accessible while also allowing notaries to receive compensation for their time and expertise.   In contrast, the
other options suggest either outright permission without the need for legal authorization or prohibitions against
charging fees, which do not reflect the legal framework governing notaries. This understanding underscores the
importance of adhering to legal guidelines when it comes to setting fees, which protects both the consumers of
notary services and the notaries themselves.
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7. What makes a person guilty of perjury?
A. Giving false testimony under any circumstances
B. Giving false testimony under oath or affirmation
C. Obtaining information through coercion
D. Falsifying documents

Perjury is specifically defined as the act of giving false testimony while under oath or affirmation. This means
that for a statement to be classified as perjury, it must be made in a legal context where the individual has taken
an oath to tell the truth, such as in court or during a legal deposition. The requirement for the testimony to be
made under oath establishes the seriousness of the commitment to truthfulness, which is why this choice
accurately captures the essence of what constitutes perjury.   Other scenarios, such as giving false testimony
without an oath or falsifying documents, do not meet the legal threshold for perjury, although they may involve
deceit or fraud. Coercion may apply to how a witness is compelled to testify, but it does not define the act of
perjury itself. Thus, the key factor that distinguishes perjury from other forms of dishonesty is the sworn nature
of the testimony.

8. What is defined as an agreement between competent parties to do or not
do certain things for legal consideration?
A. Contract
B. Consideration
C. Conveyance
D. Escrow

The correct answer is a contract, which is fundamentally defined as a legally binding agreement between
competent parties. This agreement entails an obligation to do or abstain from doing specific actions in exchange
for legal consideration, which refers to something of value that is exchanged between the parties involved, such
as money, services, or goods. Contracts can be written or oral, though certain types must be in writing to be
enforceable.  Consideration, while a crucial element of a contract, does not encompass the entire definition
itself; rather, it is a key component that demonstrates the agreement's legality. Conveyance typically refers to
the process of transferring ownership of property from one party to another, which does not entail the broader
concept of an agreement to act (or refrain from acting) as seen in a contract. Escrow involves the holding of
funds or documents by a third party until certain conditions are fulfilled and is not defined as an agreement
between parties but rather a financial arrangement related to the execution of certain actions specified in
agreements, such as contracts.
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9. What is the testimony of a witness taken out of court before a notary or
other person referred to as?
A. Deposition
B. Contract
C. Authentication
D. Conveyance

The testimony of a witness taken out of court before a notary or other authorized individual is known as a
deposition. A deposition is a formal statement or testimony that is recorded for use in a legal proceeding,
allowing parties to gather information before trial. It is an essential part of the discovery process in civil
litigation, where witnesses provide their account of events under oath.  The other options do not accurately
describe this type of process. A contract refers to a legally binding agreement between parties, authentication
involves the verification of documents or signatures, and conveyance pertains to the transfer of property or legal
title from one party to another. Thus, the term deposition is specifically utilized in the context of legal testimony
gathered outside of a courtroom setting.

10. What is a primary duty of a notary public?
A. To issue marriage licenses
B. To serve as a witness for any legal proceedings
C. To verify signatures and administer oaths
D. To notarize only documents pertaining to real estate

A primary duty of a notary public is to verify signatures and administer oaths. This responsibility encompasses
ensuring the identity of the individuals signing documents, confirming that they are signing willingly and under
their own free will. Notaries serve as impartial witnesses to these transactions, helping to prevent fraud and
ensuring the integrity of the documents involved.  Administering oaths is another fundamental part of a notary's
role, as they may be called upon to affirm the truthfulness of statements made in sworn affidavits or other legal
documents. This function is essential in various legal processes where truthfulness is paramount.  The other
options do not fully capture the broader responsibilities of a notary. Issuing marriage licenses is typically the
domain of specific government offices, not the role of a notary public. Serving as a witness for legal proceedings
is not a typical duty associated with notaries, even though they may witness the signing of documents related to
such proceedings. Lastly, notarizing documents is not limited to those related to real estate; notaries can
authenticate a wide range of legal documents including contracts, powers of attorney, and more.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://nysnotary.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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