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Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://ncplumbing.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions



How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. Who is responsible for ensuring compliance with plumbing codes during
installation?

A. The contractor overseeing the project

B. The homeowner

C. The licensed plumber performing the work
D. The building inspector

2. One-half-inch CPVC water pipe installed horizontally shall be supported at
maximum intervals of feet.

A.6
B.5
C.4
D.3

3. What is a common symptom of a clogged drain?
A. Unusual odors coming from plumbing
B. Slow drainage or water backup
C. Excessive noise during use
D. Frequent overflow of toilets

4. How can water hammer be prevented in plumbing systems?
A. By using larger pipes
B. By increasing water pressure
C. By installing water hammer arrestors to absorb shock
D. By reducing pipe length

5. Which plumbing code is most commonly referenced in North Carolina?
A. The International Plumbing Code
B. The North Carolina Plumbing Code
C. The Uniform Plumbing Code
D. The National Standard Plumbing Code
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6. Where code provisions are in conflict with the referenced standard, the
provisions shall apply.

A. code
B. referenced standard

C. most restrictive
D. more specific

7. The waistline of an automatic clothes washer shall discharge through a(n)

A. backflow preventer
B. vacuum breaker

C. air gap

D. air break

8. What is the typical water pressure range for residential plumbing systems?
A. 20 to 40 psi
B. 30 to 50 psi
C. 40 to 80 psi
D. 60 to 100 psi

toilet room.

9. Privacy partitions for urinals are not required in a(n)
A. employee
B. group I-3
C. family/assisted use
D. mercantile

10. What is the primary function of a trap in a plumbing system?
A. To allow water to flow freely
B. To prevent sewer gases from entering the building
C. To filter solid waste
D. To store excess water
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Explanations




1. Who is responsible for ensuring compliance with plumbing codes during
installation?

A. The contractor overseeing the project
B. The homeowner
C. The licensed plumber performing the work

D. The building inspector

The responsibility for ensuring compliance with plumbing codes during installation primarily falls on the licensed
plumber performing the work. This is because licensed plumbers are trained and knowledgeable about local
plumbing codes and regulations. They are required to understand the technical aspects of plumbing systems,
including installation practices that adhere to safety and code requirements. By securing the proper training and
licensure, these professionals are equipped to install systems correctly and ensure that all work meets the
standards set forth by local and state codes. This not only minimizes the risk of potential hazards, such as leaks
or unsafe conditions, but also ensures that the plumbing systems function efficiently and effectively. While
other roles, such as the contractor overseeing the project, the homeowner, and the building inspector, hold their
own responsibilities in the construction and inspection process, it is ultimately the responsibility of the licensed
plumber to execute the installation in compliance with the applicable codes. This is a fundamental aspect of a
plumber’s duties, ensuring that the work is done correctly and legitimately according to established standards.

2. One-half-inch CPVC water pipe installed horizontally shall be supported at
maximum intervals of feet.

A.6
B.5
C.4
D.3

In plumbing installations, proper support of piping is crucial for maintaining structural integrity and preventing
sagging or damage over time. For one-half-inch CPVC (Chlorinated Polyvinyl Chloride) water pipe, the
requirement is that it must be supported at maximum intervals of 3 feet when installed horizontally. This
guideline ensures that the pipe is adequately secured, reducing the risk of stress on joints and fittings, which
could lead to leaks or system failures. The 3-foot interval is particularly significant for CPVC due to its material
properties. While CPVC is lightweight and resistant to corrosion, it can be more susceptible to thermal expansion
and contraction compared to metal piping. Insufficient support can lead to bending or warping, especially in
environments subject to temperature fluctuations. Hence, the specified support intervals align with best
practices for ensuring long-term performance and reliability of the plumbing system.
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3. What is a common symptom of a clogged drain?

A. Unusual odors coming from plumbing
B. Slow drainage or water backup

C. Excessive noise during use
D. Frequent overflow of toilets

A common symptom of a clogged drain is slow drainage or water backup, which occurs when the normal flow of
water through the pipes is obstructed. This can manifest as water taking longer than usual to drain from sinks,
bathtubs, and showers. In more severe cases, the water may back up into the basin or tub, indicating that the
blockage is significant enough to impede water flow entirely. Understanding why slow drainage or backup is the
primary sign of a clog helps in diagnosing plumbing issues effectively. It signals that the path through which
wastewater is supposed to travel is hindered, whether by debris, buildup, or other obstructions. By recognizing
this symptom early on, homeowners can take timely action to address the issue before it escalates into more
serious plumbing complications.

4. How can water hammer be prevented in plumbing systems?
A. By using larger pipes
B. By increasing water pressure
C. By installing water hammer arrestors to absorb shock

D. By reducing pipe length

Water hammer is a phenomenon that occurs when a fluid in motion is suddenly forced to stop or change
direction, resulting in a shock wave that creates a banging noise in the pipes. One effective way to prevent water
hammer is by installing water hammer arrestors. These devices are designed to absorb the shock caused by the
sudden stopping of water flow, thereby minimizing noise and potential damage to the plumbing system. Water
hammer arrestors typically contain a gas-filled cushion that compresses and expands when there is a sudden
change in water flow. This cushioning effect helps dampen the pressure surge associated with water hammer,
providing a more stable and quiet operation of the plumbing system. While using larger pipes or increasing
water pressure might seem beneficial, they do not effectively address the issue of water hammer. Larger pipes
do not alter the fluid dynamics that cause the shock wave, and increasing water pressure can actually
exacerbate the problem by creating more forceful surges. Reducing pipe length could potentially help, but it is
not a reliable or standardized method to prevent water hammer and might not always be feasible in a plumbing
layout. Therefore, the installation of water hammer arrestors remains the most direct and effective solution.

5. Which plumbing code is most commonly referenced in North Carolina?
A. The International Plumbing Code
B. The North Carolina Plumbing Code
C. The Uniform Plumbing Code
D. The National Standard Plumbing Code

The North Carolina Plumbing Code is the most commonly referenced plumbing code in North Carolina because it
is specifically tailored to address the unique needs and regulations of the state. This code incorporates state
amendments and local considerations, ensuring compliance with both statewide standards and local practices.
By being the primary resource for plumbing regulations, this code governs everything from installations to
inspections, and it ensures public safety by setting forth standards for materials, workmanship, and the overall
performance of plumbing systems. The North Carolina Plumbing Code is based on the International Plumbing
Code but has been modified to reflect local requirements and practices. This allows for a cohesive framework
that plumbing professionals in North Carolina can rely on to maintain safety and compliance in their work. Other
codes, while relevant in different jurisdictions or contexts, do not hold the same precedence within the state as
the North Carolina Plumbing Code does.
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6. Where code provisions are in conflict with the referenced standard, the
provisions shall apply.

A. code

B. referenced standard
C. most restrictive

D. more specific

In situations where there is a conflict between code provisions and referenced standards, the code provisions
take precedence. This is rooted in the principle that codes are usually established by regulatory bodies with the
authority to enforce safety and performance standards. Codes are developed to address local conditions, safety
concerns, and industry practices, making them typically more targeted toward ensuring public safety and
compliance with state or local laws. The reference standards often provide guidelines for best practices and
technical specifications, but when there's a disagreement or overlap in requirements, the code's authority is
recognized to prevail. This ensures a unified approach to compliance and safety standards within the specific
jurisdiction, simplifying enforcement and application for contractors and regulators. Understanding this
hierarchy is crucial for professionals in the plumbing industry, as they must navigate both the codes and
standards effectively to ensure all work is compliant.

7. The waistline of an automatic clothes washer shall discharge through a(n)

A. backflow preventer
B. vacuum breaker

C. air gap

D. air break

The discharge from the waistline of an automatic clothes washer should go through an air break. An air break is
a method designed to prevent backflow of wastewater into the clean water supply, ensuring that there is a
physical separation between the outlet of the washer and the drainage system. This is crucial for maintaining
sanitary conditions and preventing contamination. In this scenario, the air break works by allowing air to enter
the system, which effectively prevents siphoning and thus reduces the risk of wastewater from the drainage
system being drawn back into the clothes washer. This is particularly important since washers discharge water
that may contain detergents and other contaminants. While backflow preventers and vacuum breakers are also
devices intended to prevent backflow, they are typically used in different contexts or applications. Backflow
preventers are often applied in more complex plumbing scenarios and are installed at the point of service, while
vacuum breakers are usually used in situations involving hoses or valves to protect potable water from
backflow. In summary, the air break specifically provides an effective means of discharging the waistline from a
clothes washer while ensuring safe and sanitary wastewater management.
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8. What is the typical water pressure range for residential plumbing systems?

A. 20 to 40 psi
B. 30 to 50 psi
C. 40 to 80 psi
D. 60 to 100 psi

The typical water pressure range for residential plumbing systems is generally accepted to be between 40 to 80
psi. This range is ideal because it ensures that water is delivered to fixtures with sufficient force for practical use
while also preventing excessive pressure that could lead to leaks, pipe damage, or inefficiencies in the plumbing
system. At lower pressures, below the range of 40 psi, homeowners may experience inadequate flow rates for
showers, faucets, and appliances, which can lead to unsatisfactory performance. On the other hand, pressures
exceeding 80 psi can put stress on pipes and fittings, increasing the risk of failure or water hammer, which can
cause noise and further damage. This pressure range is widely endorsed by plumbing codes and regulations,
ensuring a balance between adequate water delivery and the longevity of plumbing components. Many water
utility providers also strive to maintain pressure within this range to serve residential areas effectively.

9. Privacy partitions for urinals are not required in a(n) toilet room.

A. employee
B. group I-3
C. family/assisted use

D. mercantile

The correct answer highlights the specific requirements regarding toilet room design, particularly in family or
assisted-use toilet rooms. In these settings, the emphasis is on making the facility accessible and
accommodating for individuals who may need assistance, such as those with disabilities or caregivers
accompanying family members. Privacy partitions for urinals are generally more critical in environments where
individuals expect a higher level of privacy, which is less of a concern in family or assisted-use facilities. These
restroom designs are intended to foster a sense of inclusiveness and support rather than individual privacy.
Therefore, the lack of requirement for privacy partitions in such facilities aligns with the purpose of enabling a
supportive and accessible restroom experience for all users, making it appropriate to not mandate these
partitions. In contrast, environments like employee restrooms, mercantile spaces, and group I-3 facilities
typically prioritize privacy to meet the expectations of users in those contexts, which is why privacy partitions
are required there.

10. What is the primary function of a trap in a plumbing system?
A. To allow water to flow freely
B. To prevent sewer gases from entering the building

C. To filter solid waste
D. To store excess water

The primary function of a trap in a plumbing system is to prevent sewer gases from entering the building. Traps
are specifically designed to hold a small amount of water which acts as a barrier between the sewer system and
the living spaces of a building. When the trap is filled with water, it effectively seals off the opening to the drain,
ensuring that no harmful gases or unpleasant odors can escape into the home. This function is critical for
maintaining sanitary conditions within a building and for the overall health and comfort of its occupants. The
water in the trap needs to be periodically replenished, which typically occurs when fixtures are used regularly. If
a fixture is rarely used, the water in the trap can evaporate, leading to the possibility of sewer gas infiltrating the
living space. Understanding the role of traps can help in diagnosing plumbing issues, such as unpleasant odors
in the home, and underscores the importance of maintaining proper plumbing fixtures to ensure they function
correctly.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ncplumbing.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!




