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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which progression emphasizes paying attention to visual cues to aid
understanding of language?
A. Emergent Literacy
B. Early Stage Literacy Progression
C. Dialects
D. Register

2. Which term refers to a learner’s conscious awareness and articulation of
their learning process?
A. Language learning
B. Noun phrase
C. Creole
D. Affective-filter hypothesis

3. Which term describes a standalone clause that can function as a complete
sentence:
A. Independent clause
B. Dependent clause
C. Relative clause
D. Phrase

4. The phrase "by the lake" is an example of what type of phrase?
A. Prepositional phrase
B. Participial phrase
C. Noun phrase
D. Adjective phrase

5. Which term describes a unit of instruction that links multiple subjects
around a common theme?
A. Thematic unit
B. Differentiation
C. Utterances
D. Listening guides
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6. Which is a dependent clause that modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb in
the main clause?
A. adverb clause
B. interjection
C. derivational morpheme
D. whole language approach

7. Which statement correctly describes a bound morpheme's behavior when
attached to a root?
A. It changes meaning but cannot stand alone
B. It can stand alone as a word
C. It never changes the meaning
D. It is always a standalone prefix

8. Which assessment is typically administered after instruction to determine
what students have learned?
A. Summative Assessment
B. Formative Assessment
C. Diagnostic Assessment
D. Benchmark Assessment

9. Lau v. Nichols is a landmark Supreme Court case about educational
opportunities for which group?
A. Lau v. Nichols
B. Brown v. Board
C. Plessy v. Ferguson
D. Truax v. Corrigan

10. In the context of idiom learning, which practice is described as creating
original idioms?
A. Creating original idioms
B. Grouping by language use
C. Translating from L1 into English
D. Using visuals
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Answers
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1. B
2. A
3. A
4. A
5. A
6. A
7. A
8. A
9. A
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Which progression emphasizes paying attention to visual cues to aid
understanding of language?
A. Emergent Literacy
B. Early Stage Literacy Progression
C. Dialects
D. Register

Paying attention to visual cues to support understanding of language is most characteristic of the early stage of
literacy development. At this stage, learners are just beginning to read and write and rely heavily on pictures,
illustrations, and other visuals to infer meaning, support decoding, and connect new words to concepts they
already know. Using images alongside text helps build comprehension when students are not yet fluent readers. 
Emergent literacy, by contrast, focuses more on concepts about print—things like how to handle a book,
left-to-right progression, and recognizing that letters and words carry meaning—before formal decoding is
mastered. Dialects and register are about how language varies in different communities, social situations, or
contexts, rather than about using visuals to understand language.

2. Which term refers to a learner’s conscious awareness and articulation of
their learning process?
A. Language learning
B. Noun phrase
C. Creole
D. Affective-filter hypothesis

Conscious awareness and articulation of how you learn a language aligns with metacognitive aspects of
language learning—thinking about your own thinking as you study. Language learning as a term covers the
ongoing process of acquiring a language, which naturally includes reflecting on strategies, planning what to
study, monitoring progress, and explaining how you learn. The other options point to specific linguistic units
(noun phrase), a type of language (creole), or a theory about how emotions affect learning (affective-filter
hypothesis) and don’t capture the idea of the learner analyzing and describing their own learning process. So
this term best fits the described concept.

3. Which term describes a standalone clause that can function as a complete
sentence:
A. Independent clause
B. Dependent clause
C. Relative clause
D. Phrase

A standalone clause that can function as a complete sentence is an independent clause. It has a subject and a
predicate and expresses a complete thought, so it can stand on its own as a sentence. For example, “The cat
slept.” shows who did the action and what happened, making it complete.  A dependent clause, in contrast,
cannot stand alone because it doesn’t express a complete idea on its own, and it needs an independent clause to
complete its meaning, as in “Because the door was left open …” which leaves you waiting for more information. A
relative clause is a type of dependent clause that adds information about a noun (like “the book that I
borrowed”), but it still can’t stand alone. A phrase lacks a subject or a finite verb and never forms a complete
sentence, such as “running through the park” or “after the meeting.”  So the term that best fits a clause that can
function as a complete sentence on its own is independent clause.
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4. The phrase "by the lake" is an example of what type of phrase?
A. Prepositional phrase
B. Participial phrase
C. Noun phrase
D. Adjective phrase

Prepositional phrases show location, direction, or relationship and are built from a preposition plus its object,
sometimes with modifiers. In the phrase “by the lake,” the preposition is by and its object is the noun phrase “the
lake.” Together, they tell where something is or happens, which is characteristic of a prepositional phrase. It isn’t
a noun phrase, which would center on a noun and its descriptors without a starting preposition. It isn’t a
participial phrase, which would begin with a participle like running or tired and act as an adjective. It isn’t just an
adjective phrase, which would directly modify a noun, though a prepositional phrase can sometimes modify a
noun in sentence function—the defining structure here is preposition plus its object.

5. Which term describes a unit of instruction that links multiple subjects
around a common theme?
A. Thematic unit
B. Differentiation
C. Utterances
D. Listening guides

A thematic unit is instruction designed to connect several subject areas through a single overarching theme. By
planning around one idea, science, math, literacy, and social studies activities all revolve around that theme,
helping students see how concepts and vocabulary cross disciplines. For English language learners, this
approach provides meaningful contexts for language use, builds background knowledge, and offers multiple
ways to engage with the same ideas, which supports comprehension and retention. The term described here
focuses on linking subjects around a common theme. Differentiation is about tailoring instruction to individual
learner needs, utterances are spoken phrases, and listening guides are tools for supporting listening tasks.

6. Which is a dependent clause that modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb in
the main clause?
A. adverb clause
B. interjection
C. derivational morpheme
D. whole language approach

An adverb clause is a dependent clause that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb in the main clause,
usually providing information such as when, where, why, under what condition, or to what extent. It’s introduced
by a subordinating conjunction like because, when, if, since, although, or after. In the example, the phrase
because the bus was late explains why she left, so it functions as an adverb clause. The other options don’t fit:
an interjection is a standalone expression of emotion, a derivational morpheme is a unit of meaning that
changes a word’s part of speech or meaning, and the whole language approach is a literacy teaching framework,
not a clause.
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7. Which statement correctly describes a bound morpheme's behavior when
attached to a root?
A. It changes meaning but cannot stand alone
B. It can stand alone as a word
C. It never changes the meaning
D. It is always a standalone prefix

Bound morphemes attach to a root and cannot stand alone; they change the word’s meaning or grammatical
function. That is exactly what the statement captures: when you add a bound morpheme, you’re modifying the
word’s meaning (like tense, number, negation, or part of speech) without creating a new independent word. For
example, adding -ed shows past tense, adding -s marks plural, and adding un- creates negation. Because of this
ability to alter meaning or grammar while requiring attachment to a base, the described behavior is the best fit. 
The other ideas don’t fit because a bound morpheme cannot stand alone, so claiming it can be a standalone
word is incorrect. Some bound morphemes do change meaning, so saying they never change meaning isn’t
accurate. And bound morphemes aren’t always prefixes; many are suffixes or other attachments, so labeling
them as always a standalone prefix isn’t correct.

8. Which assessment is typically administered after instruction to determine
what students have learned?
A. Summative Assessment
B. Formative Assessment
C. Diagnostic Assessment
D. Benchmark Assessment

The main idea here is using an assessment that measures what students have learned after instruction is
complete. A summative assessment fits that purpose best. It evaluates overall mastery of the unit or course
standards at the end of instruction and often contributes to final grades or reporting. This gives a clear snapshot
of learning once teaching has concluded.  Formative assessment, by contrast, happens during instruction to
check understanding and guide ongoing teaching, not to finalize what students have learned. Diagnostic
assessment is used at the beginning to identify prior knowledge and skill gaps before new learning starts.
Benchmark assessments are spaced-out measures used to track progress over time, not solely to determine
what was learned after completing a unit. So, for determining what students have learned after instruction, the
summative assessment is the most appropriate option.
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9. Lau v. Nichols is a landmark Supreme Court case about educational
opportunities for which group?
A. Lau v. Nichols
B. Brown v. Board
C. Plessy v. Ferguson
D. Truax v. Corrigan

This item centers on how law ensures equal educational opportunities for students who do not speak English.
Lau v. Nichols (1974) held that when students are unable to participate in classes because they don’t
understand English, schools must provide language services and appropriate support so they can access the
same curriculum. The ruling ties language access to the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment and the
Civil Rights Act, making it illegal to deny these students an equal chance at education simply due to language
barriers. It emerged from a case about Chinese American students in San Francisco who spoke little or no
English, and it spurred the creation of English language learner programs and bilingual education nationwide.
The other cases listed address different civil rights issues—such as racial segregation and naturalization—not
language access in schooling—so Lau v. Nichols is the best fit for the question.

10. In the context of idiom learning, which practice is described as creating
original idioms?
A. Creating original idioms
B. Grouping by language use
C. Translating from L1 into English
D. Using visuals

Creating original idioms engages learners in producing figurative language, which means they have to think
about how metaphor, imagery, and meaning fit together in a way that sounds natural to native speakers. When
students invent their own idioms, they demonstrate a deep understanding of how idioms convey ideas beyond
literal definitions and how context shapes usage, making their language more flexible and communicative. This
productive practice shows they can apply what they’ve learned about figurative language in new, meaningful
ways, which is the goal of truly mastering idioms. Grouping by language use or translating from L1 into English
focus on organization or conversion rather than creative application, and while using visuals supports memory
and comprehension, it doesn’t require producing new idioms.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://nystce116.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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