OFFICER OF THE DECK
(OOD) PHASE 2
PRACTICE TEST

(SAMPLE)

STUDY GUIDE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR
THE FULL VERSION STUDY GUIDE
https://oodphase2.examzify.com




Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.




Table of Contents

070 )7/ T |1 1
Table of CONtENTS ... 2
INtrodUCtion .. 3
How to Use This GUIAE ... 4
QUESTIONS ..o 5
AN WIS e 8
EXPlanations ... 10

N Xt S P S oo e 15




Introduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn't just about
memorization, it's about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you're preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You'll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it's correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It's ideal for learners who want to:

* Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
* Improve accuracy and speed,

* Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and

* Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn't about getting every question right the first
time, it's about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let's begin.
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How to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here's how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 — 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don't just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There's no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions




1. What navigation line maintains a constant true direction?
A. Straight line
B. Rhumb line
C. Great circle
D. Curved line

2. Which term refers to the line used to pull a vessel forward or to keep it

steady in the bow area?
A. Spring line

B. Aft bow spring line

C. Stern line

D. Anchor line

3. In a dangerous semicircle, what actions should be taken concerning the

wind?

A. Put wind on the port beam

B. Put wind on stbd bow

C. Hold wind on the stbd quarter

D. Bring wind 2 points on stbd quarter

4. Which of the following is NOT an open ocean position input?
A. GPS
B. Celestial
C. Visual/Radar
D. INS

5. What phenomenon characterizes a stationary front?
A. High wind speeds
B. Marked temperature drop
C. Little to no movement
D. Rapid pressure changes
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6. What does the term "slow headway" refer to in relation to tug operation?
A. Full speed backward
B. A gradual stoppage
C. Tug is moving forward
D. Tug is at anchor

7. What is the term used to describe the period at high or low water during
which there is no apparent change of level?

A. Stand

B. Drift

C. Stillwater

D. Static Phase

8. What visual feature does a sector light display to indicate different hazards
or fairways?

A. Different colors and/or rhythms over designated arcs
B. A single flashing color

C. Alternating patterns of light

D. Continuous white light

9. Which of the following is NOT considered a controllable force?
A. Lines
B. Anchors
C. Thrusters
D. Shallow Water Effect

10. Which term is used to describe forces that a ship can directly manipulate
to influence its direction?

A. Drift

B. Controllable Forces

C. Semi-Controllable Forces
D. Anchor Forces
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Explanations




1. What navigation line maintains a constant true direction?
A. Straight line
B. Rhumb line
C. Great circle

D. Curved line

The correct choice is the rhumb line because it is defined as a path on the Earth’s surface that crosses all
meridians at the same angle. This consistent angle results in a true direction that remains constant, making it
easier for navigators to follow when using traditional navigation techniques. Rhumb lines are particularly
advantageous for chart work as they simplify course plotting and steering over longer distances. Unlike great
circles, which represent the shortest distance between two points on the surface of a sphere but do not maintain
a constant heading, rhumb lines provide a straightforward navigational route despite not being the shortest
distance between two points. Straight lines and curved lines are more general terms that do not specifically
indicate the navigation characteristic of maintaining a constant true direction.

2. Which term refers to the line used to pull a vessel forward or to keep it
steady in the bow area?
A. Spring line
B. Aft bow spring line
C. Stern line
D. Anchor line

The correct term for the line used to pull a vessel forward or to keep it steady in the bow area is referred to as a
spring line. A spring line is typically deployed in a fore-and-aft direction relative to the vessel—forward or
aft—serving to prevent the vessel from moving forward or backward while also allowing control for maneuvering
during docking or undocking operations. Spring lines are crucial for maintaining stability and control,
particularly in tight spaces or during adverse conditions. By using a spring line effectively, a crew can manipulate
the vessel'’s position without the need for additional propulsion, which enhances safety and efficiency in
handling the vessel near the dock or while at anchor. This understanding is vital for the proper execution of
maneuvering techniques in maritime operations.

3. In a dangerous semicircle, what actions should be taken concerning the
wind?

A. Put wind on the port beam
B. Put wind on stbd bow
C. Hold wind on the sthd quarter

D. Bring wind 2 points on stbd quarter

When navigating in a dangerous semicircle, putting the wind on the starboard bow is the correct course of action
because it allows for better control of the vessel. By having the wind coming from the starboard bow, the ship
can maintain a good heading while minimizing the risk of being pushed off course by wind and waves. This
position helps in maintaining visibility and effectively assessing any immediate threats in the vicinity. In this
context, positioning the wind this way also aids in preparing for potential maneuvers while keeping the ship
steady against adverse conditions. It helps to ensure that the vessel can respond swiftly to changing scenarios,
providing a layer of safety and control while traversing through potentially hazardous waters.
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4. Which of the following is NOT an open ocean position input?
A. GPS
B. Celestial
C. Visual/Radar
D. INS

The concept behind open ocean position inputs is centered on the various methods of determining a vessel's
location when navigating in the vast expanse of open water. Global Positioning System (GPS), celestial
navigation, and Inertial Navigation System (INS) are all recognized methods for accurately determining a ship’s
position based on either satellite technology, astronomical data, or internal motion sensors, respectively. Visual
and radar methods are typically used for navigation in coastal waters or near land where landmarks and
navigational aids are present. In the open ocean, visibility can be limited, and identifying landmarks is generally
not feasible. Consequently, relying on visual observations to determine position is not practical in this context,
making it an inappropriate choice for open ocean navigation. As a result, visual/radar inputs do not fit the
criteria for typical open ocean navigation methods, reinforcing why this option stands out from the others as
being not suited for open ocean positioning.

5. What phenomenon characterizes a stationary front?
A. High wind speeds
B. Marked temperature drop
C. Little to no movement

D. Rapid pressure changes

A stationary front is defined by its lack of movement, which is the key characteristic in this context. This
phenomenon occurs when two air masses collide but do not have enough force to push each other away,
resulting in a stalemate in atmospheric conditions. As a result, the weather at a stationary front can be quite
stable over time, leading to the prolonged presence of clouds and precipitation. The air masses on either side of
the front might differ in temperature and humidity, but since the front doesn't move, those characteristics persist
in the same area, causing ongoing weather patterns in that specific location until there is a change in
atmospheric conditions that allows movement. The other characteristics mentioned in the other choices, such
as high wind speeds, marked temperature drops, or rapid pressure changes, do not typically define stationary
fronts. Instead, these phenomena are often associated with other types of fronts, such as cold fronts or warm
fronts, where pressure changes and wind speeds can vary significantly with the movement of the front.

6. What does the term "slow headway" refer to in relation to tug operation?
A. Full speed backward
B. A gradual stoppage
C. Tug is moving forward

D. Tug is at anchor

The term "slow headway" refers to the condition where a tug is making forward progress, but at a reduced speed.
This is a common operational term used in maritime contexts to indicate that the vessel, in this case the tug, is
actively moving forward, albeit not at a significant pace. Maintaining slow headway allows for more controlled
movements, which can be crucial when maneuvering with other vessels or navigating in tight spaces.
Understanding this term is essential for effective tug operation, particularly when managing tow lines,
responding to changing environmental conditions, or ensuring the safety of operations in congested waterways.
In these situations, the ability to make incremental forward movements can enhance precision and control as the
tug assists larger vessels or performs docking maneuvers. Other options, while related to tug operations, do not
correctly encapsulate the meaning of "slow headway."”
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7. What is the term used to describe the period at high or low water during
which there is no apparent change of level?

A. Stand

B. Drift

C. Stillwater

D. Static Phase

The term that describes the period at high or low water during which there is no apparent change of level is
known as "Stand.” During this time, the water level stabilizes before beginning to rise or fall again. The Stand
period is crucial for navigators, as it signifies a moment when currents may also stabilize, allowing for safer
navigation decisions. Understanding the characteristics of Stand helps officers monitor tide changes and
anticipate conditions that may affect vessel operations. The other options do not accurately capture this
phenomenon. Drift refers to the movement of water, typically related to currents, while Stillwater can describe
calm water that is free of waves but is not specifically related to tide levels. Static Phase might imply a lack of
movement but does not pertain specifically to the context of tidal changes. Thus, the use of "Stand" is the
precise terminology for the described condition.

8. What visual feature does a sector light display to indicate different hazards
or fairways?

A. Different colors and/or rhythms over designated arcs

B. A single flashing color
C. Alternating patterns of light
D. Continuous white light

A sector light is specifically designed to aid navigation by visually displaying different colors and rhythms over
designated arcs to convey critical information regarding nearby hazards or safe passageways. The use of
multiple colors within specified sectors helps mariners assess their position in relation to navigational dangers,
such as shoals or rocks, and indicates safe entry into channels or fairways. For example, a sector light could
shine red light over hazardous areas, green light over safe navigable waters, and white light to mark the edges of
the fairway. The rhythm of the flashes can also vary to differentiate among these sectors, thereby providing
additional cues for mariners. This method effectively communicates important navigational information visually,
allowing for safer passage. Other options, while they include different lighting concepts, do not capture the
essence of what a sector light provides in terms of visual indication for varying navigational hazards.
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9. Which of the following is NOT considered a controllable force?
A. Lines
B. Anchors
C. Thrusters
D. Shallow Water Effect

The concept of controllable forces in navigation and seamanship refers to the elements that a vessel can directly
manipulate to maintain or change its position and heading. Lines, anchors, and thrusters are all tools and
equipment that can be actively controlled by the crew. For example, lines can be adjusted to manipulate the
vessel's position, anchors can be deployed or retrieved to secure or release the ship, and thrusters can be
activated to aid in maneuverability. In contrast, the shallow water effect is an environmental factor that affects a
vessel's behavior when operating in shallow waters. It includes phenomena such as increased squat or changes
in turning radius, which are not under the direct control of the crew. The shallow water effect cannot be adjusted
or manipulated by the ship's crew in the same way as the other options, making it an uncontrollable force.
Understanding the distinction between controllable and uncontrollable forces is critical for effective navigation
and maneuvering, particularly in complex environments where precise control is necessary.

10. Which term is used to describe forces that a ship can directly manipulate
to influence its direction?

A. Drift
B. Controllable Forces

C. Semi-Controllable Forces
D. Anchor Forces

The term "Controllable Forces" refers to the specific forces that a ship can directly manipulate to influence its
course and direction. This includes forces generated by the ship's propulsion system, such as the main engines
and thrusters that control speed and heading. Additionally, controllable forces allow the Officer of the Deck
(00D) to make intentional adjustments to the ship's trajectory and response to various maritime conditions,
ensuring precision and maneuverability when navigating. In contrast, terms like drift represent uncontrollable
external influences, such as currents and wind, which can sway the ship off its intended path. Semi-controllable
forces include elements that can be somewhat adjusted through specific actions but are not entirely within the
direct control of the ship's systems. Anchor forces signify the influence exerted by an anchor, which serves to
hold a vessel in place rather than assist in directional navigation. Understanding the distinction among these
terms is crucial for effective maritime operation and safety.
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Next Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we'd love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://oodphase2.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!




