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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Which data element is required to create a new voyage in VMS?
A. Vessel details (IMO/MMSI), voyage number, origin port, destination port, and

planned departure date.
B. Cargo type.
C. Estimated fuel on arrival.
D. Port call timings.

2. What is the difference between synoptic weather data and forecast data in
a VMS, and how should each be used?
A. Synoptic is future conditions; forecast is current; use forecast for routing

decisions and synoptic for situational awareness.
B. Synoptic data reflect current conditions; forecast data predict future

conditions; use synoptic for situational awareness and forecast for routing
decisions.

C. Synoptic data are historical; forecast data are hypothetical; use both for
reference only.

D. Synoptic data are wind data only; forecast data are sea state data only.

3. How does VMS support crew changes and rest-hour compliance during
voyages?
A. It schedules port calls after which crew changes may occur.
B. Plans crew handovers around port calls, notes rest hours, ensures regulatory

compliance, and updates crew manifests.
C. It replaces crew with automated systems to avoid rest hours.
D. It only records rest hours but does not schedule handovers.

4. What is the purpose of a Stowage Plan within VMS?
A. To log weather reports for voyage planning
B. To physically arrange cargo on board to maintain balance, trim, and safety
C. To track port service requests
D. To compute fuel costs for the voyage

5. What does EEOI stand for in the context of fuel optimization?
A. Environmental Emission Output Index.
B. Energy Efficiency Operational Indicator.
C. Engine Efficiency Optimization Index.
D. Economic Efficiency Of Inventory.
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6. How are disposal and discharge differentiated in environmental compliance
within VMS?
A. Discharge is waste removal; disposal is regulated sea discharge.
B. Discharge is regulated sea discharge; disposal is waste removal/retention and

reporting.
C. Discharge and disposal are unrelated processes.
D. Disposal is regulated differently in each port.

7. What is BAPLIE and how is it used in VMS communications?
A. An EDI container status file; VMS can import/export BAPLIE for port-to-port

data exchange.
B. A weather data feed.
C. A vessel fuel efficiency report.
D. An anchor handling procedure.

8. In the example chart identification, which value represents the region code?
A. H (Charts)
B. 13 (Region)
C. 16018 (Port Index #)
D. ENC

9. To stop a temp route or clear a route, which action is used?
A. Cancel Route
B. Clear Route
C. Monitor Route
D. Stop Route

10. Sub menu to add or delete is?
A. Settings
B. Edit Route
C. Chart Tools
D. Alarms
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Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. A
8. B
9. C
10. C
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Explanations
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1. Which data element is required to create a new voyage in VMS?
A. Vessel details (IMO/MMSI), voyage number, origin port, destination port, and

planned departure date.
B. Cargo type.
C. Estimated fuel on arrival.
D. Port call timings.

When creating a voyage in VMS, you must establish the voyage’s identity and its route. The essential data are
vessel identity (IMO or MMSI), the voyage number, the origin port, the destination port, and the planned
departure date. These elements uniquely define the voyage and set its schedule, which is why they’re required to
create the voyage record. Additional details like cargo type, estimated fuel on arrival, and port call timings are
important for planning and progress tracking but aren’t needed to initiate the voyage. Cargo type may not be
known at creation, and forecasts like fuel on arrival or planned port calls can be added or updated as planning
progresses.

2. What is the difference between synoptic weather data and forecast data in
a VMS, and how should each be used?
A. Synoptic is future conditions; forecast is current; use forecast for routing

decisions and synoptic for situational awareness.
B. Synoptic data reflect current conditions; forecast data predict future

conditions; use synoptic for situational awareness and forecast for routing
decisions.

C. Synoptic data are historical; forecast data are hypothetical; use both for
reference only.

D. Synoptic data are wind data only; forecast data are sea state data only.
The key idea here is differentiating what is happening now from what is expected to happen later. Synoptic
weather data describe the current state of the atmosphere across a wide area, based on observations. In a VMS,
this is what you use for situational awareness: you’ll see the present wind, temperature, pressure, precipitation,
and sea-state cues around your vessel to understand immediate conditions and monitor for developing hazards.
Forecast data, on the other hand, are predictions of how those conditions will evolve over time, produced by
weather models. They’re what you rely on for routing decisions—planning courses that avoid forecasted storms,
optimize speed and fuel, and align arrivals with expected weather windows.  Because forecasts carry
uncertainty, operators typically use synoptic data to stay aware of what’s happening now and combine that with
forecast guidance to plan ahead, updating as new observations arrive. The other choices mix up current versus
future conditions or limit data to specific parameters, which isn’t accurate for how VMS uses weather
information.
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3. How does VMS support crew changes and rest-hour compliance during
voyages?
A. It schedules port calls after which crew changes may occur.
B. Plans crew handovers around port calls, notes rest hours, ensures regulatory

compliance, and updates crew manifests.
C. It replaces crew with automated systems to avoid rest hours.
D. It only records rest hours but does not schedule handovers.

VMS coordinates crew changes and rest-hour compliance by planning handovers around port calls, tracking rest
periods, and keeping an up-to-date crew manifest. By aligning handovers with port calls, the system ensures
crew transitions happen in a controlled, safe environment where proper briefings, sign-offs, and task transfers
can occur, rather than in challenging sea conditions. It continuously monitors rest hours for each crew member,
helping ensure regulatory limits are met and fatigue risks are managed, with alerts if limits are approached or
exceeded. Keeping the crew manifest current guarantees that who is onboard, their roles, certifications, and rest
status are accurately recorded for regulators, operators, and the crew themselves, supporting safe operations
and proper reporting. The other options don’t fit because scheduling port calls after changes misses the ongoing
rest-hour and documentation needs, replacing human crew with automation isn’t realistic, and simply recording
rest hours without coordinating handovers and updating manifests leaves critical compliance gaps.

4. What is the purpose of a Stowage Plan within VMS?
A. To log weather reports for voyage planning
B. To physically arrange cargo on board to maintain balance, trim, and safety
C. To track port service requests
D. To compute fuel costs for the voyage

The purpose of a Stowage Plan in VMS is to map out where each piece of cargo will be placed on the vessel so
that weight, balance, and stability are maintained. It specifies locations, holds and decks, stacking limits,
securing needs, and how different goods are to be segregated or controlled, all with the goal of safe loading and
steady trim. By guiding the actual arrangement during loading and allowing updates as cargo is loaded, it helps
ensure the ship remains within its stability criteria throughout the voyage, and supports safe operations,
emergency readiness, and regulatory compliance. Other functions like logging weather, tracking port service
requests, or calculating fuel costs don’t address physically arranging cargo for balance and safety.

5. What does EEOI stand for in the context of fuel optimization?
A. Environmental Emission Output Index.
B. Energy Efficiency Operational Indicator.
C. Engine Efficiency Optimization Index.
D. Economic Efficiency Of Inventory.

In fuel optimization, the key idea is measuring how efficiently energy is used during operations. EEOI stands for
Energy Efficiency Operational Indicator, a metric that ties fuel use (or CO2 emissions) to the amount of transport
work, such as tonne-kilometers. This makes it possible to track how efficiently a vessel is performing and to
compare performance over time or against benchmarks, guiding improvements like slower, more economical
speeds, optimized routing, and better load management.  That term exactly matches the familiar concept of
measuring energy efficiency in operation and is widely used in voyage planning and regulatory reporting. The
other phrasings don’t represent this standard operational metric for fuel efficiency: they’re not the established
term used to describe energy efficiency relative to transport work, and they don’t align with how fuel
optimization is evaluated in practice.
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6. How are disposal and discharge differentiated in environmental compliance
within VMS?
A. Discharge is waste removal; disposal is regulated sea discharge.
B. Discharge is regulated sea discharge; disposal is waste removal/retention and

reporting.
C. Discharge and disposal are unrelated processes.
D. Disposal is regulated differently in each port.

Understanding how waste is managed under environmental rules hinges on distinguishing releasing waste into
the sea from handling waste on the ship. Discharge refers to releasing waste or effluent directly into the ocean,
and this act is governed by regulations that specify what can be discharged, where, and under what conditions.
Disposal, on the other hand, is about how waste is managed: removing it from the ship or keeping it onboard
until it can be disposed of ashore, plus the required documentation and reporting of those actions to authorities. 
In practice, some discharges are allowed only within strict limits or in certain areas, while most wastes are
intended to be disposed of at port reception facilities and must be logged and reported. This distinction matters
because it guides compliance: discharge is about what is let into the sea under regulation, whereas disposal
covers the on-board/off-shore handling, retention, and reporting of waste to ensure proper management and
environmental protection.

7. What is BAPLIE and how is it used in VMS communications?
A. An EDI container status file; VMS can import/export BAPLIE for port-to-port

data exchange.
B. A weather data feed.
C. A vessel fuel efficiency report.
D. An anchor handling procedure.

BAPLIE is an EDI container status file used to exchange detailed cargo and equipment data between vessels and
terminals. It carries the Bay Plan, which shows how containers are stacked on the ship by bay and position, and
the Load List, which lists containers loaded or to be loaded with their identifiers and statuses. In VMS
communications, this standard message is shared port-to-port to synchronize stowage plans and crane/yard
operations. A VMS can export a BAPLIE to send the vessel’s current stowage and loading information to a port,
and it can import a BAPLIE received from the port to update its own voyage planning. This alignment helps
ensure accurate planning, smoother handoffs, and fewer discrepancies between ship and port operations.

8. In the example chart identification, which value represents the region code?
A. H (Charts)
B. 13 (Region)
C. 16018 (Port Index #)
D. ENC

chart identification is built from parts that tell you where the chart applies and what it covers. The region code is
the numeric field that designates the geographic area of the chart, separate from other identifiers. Here, the
numeric value 13 is the region code, signaling that this chart belongs to region 13. The other elements describe
different aspects: the H indicates the Charts category, not geography; the port index number 16018 identifies a
specific port within the region; and ENC refers to the chart format (Electronic Navigational Chart).
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9. To stop a temp route or clear a route, which action is used?
A. Cancel Route
B. Clear Route
C. Monitor Route
D. Stop Route

In this system, routes have a lifecycle, and stopping or clearing a route is handled by the action that puts the
route under active monitoring until it’s finished. Using Monitor Route stops a temporary route and clears the
route from the active workspace by transitioning it into a monitoring/holding state, effectively terminating its
active progress and removing it from view. This action is designed to manage the lifecycle of a route in one step,
covering both stopping an ongoing temporary route and clearing a route from the current session. Other options
are more about formal termination, pausing, or removing data separately, but they don’t provide the unified
stop/clear handling that monitoring does.

10. Sub menu to add or delete is?
A. Settings
B. Edit Route
C. Chart Tools
D. Alarms

Chart Tools is the area of the program that handles editing elements directly on the chart. When you need to add
or remove items that appear on the navigational chart—such as waypoints, markers, or route segments—you use
Chart Tools. It groups the actions tied to chart content, so adding or deleting chart elements is done there. The
other options serve different purposes: Settings adjusts preferences, Edit Route focuses on changing the
specifics of a route rather than the broader chart content, and Alarms manages alerts and notifications.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://osavms.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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