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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions

Sample study guide, visit https://ossfdesignatedrep.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 5

SAMPLE



1. How many spray heads are needed for an older four-bedroom home without
water-saving devices in Beaumont, Texas?
A. 2
B. 3
C. 4
D. 5

2. What is the impact of using a garbage disposal on sewage disposal
systems?
A. Decreases suspended solids
B. Increases nutrients in the water
C. Increases suspended solids and organic matter
D. Has no impact

3. The ___________ and ____________ of each soil horizon should be measured
from ________ to _________ and recorded in the soil evaluation report.
A. texture, color, top, bottom
B. sequence, depth, top, bottom
C. depth, structure, surface, subsurface
D. size, consistency, top, bottom

4. What is the area of a lot that measures 60 feet by 280 feet?
A. 16,800 square feet, 0.39 acres
B. 15,500 square feet, 0.35 acres
C. 16,000 square feet, 0.38 acres
D. 18,000 square feet, 0.41 acres

5. Microorganisms commonly found in wastewater include which of the
following?
A. Bacteria, fungi, and algae
B. Bacteria, viruses, protozoa, and helminths
C. Fungi, viruses, and worms
D. Viruses, antibiotics, and parasites

Sample study guide, visit https://ossfdesignatedrep.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 6

SAMPLE



6. How many cubic yards of gravel must be purchased for a trench that
requires 430 cubic feet?
A. 10 cubic yards
B. 15 cubic yards
C. 16 cubic yards
D. 20 cubic yards

7. What are the three categories under which penalties for violating OSSF
regulations can be imposed?
A. Criminal, Administrative, Civil
B. Injunction, Administrative, Civil
C. Criminal, Injunction, Administrative
D. Criminal, Injunction, Regulatory

8. In an unlined ET system, wastewater is disposed of primarily through which
method?
A. Evaporation, transpiration, soil absorption
B. Gravity-fed drainage
C. Pumping to a treatment facility
D. Recycling into the water supply

9. Which soil textural classes are always unsuitable for standard absorptive
OSSF?
A. Class I and II
B. Class II and III
C. Class IA and IV
D. Class III and IV

10. In a properly designed septic tank, where are most settable solids and
scum removed?
A. In the second compartment
B. In the first compartment
C. Both compartments equally
D. Not removed at all
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://ossfdesignatedrep.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SAMPLE



1. C
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. C
7. C
8. A
9. C
10. B
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Explanations
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1. How many spray heads are needed for an older four-bedroom home without
water-saving devices in Beaumont, Texas?
A. 2
B. 3
C. 4
D. 5

The correct answer indicates that for an older four-bedroom home without water-saving devices, four spray
heads are typically needed. The rationale behind this is based on irrigation design principles that consider both
the number of fixtures and the associated water usage.  In older homes, fixtures such as faucets and showers
may use more water than modern, water-saving devices, resulting in higher demand for irrigation. The
calculations for determining the number of spray heads involve factors such as the size of the landscape area,
the water needs of the plants, and the expected water flow rates from the spray heads.   In Beaumont, Texas, the
environmental conditions and the water requirements of local flora are also taken into account. The aim is to
achieve efficient coverage of the designated area while ensuring that the irrigation system meets the hydration
needs of the landscape without causing runoff or water waste.  Therefore, in this context, having four spray
heads is sufficient to provide proper irrigation for a older four-bedroom home, taking into account the higher
water usage associated with older fixtures and the local climate's demands.

2. What is the impact of using a garbage disposal on sewage disposal
systems?
A. Decreases suspended solids
B. Increases nutrients in the water
C. Increases suspended solids and organic matter
D. Has no impact

Using a garbage disposal in a household can significantly impact sewage disposal systems by increasing
suspended solids and organic matter in the wastewater. When food waste is processed through a garbage
disposal, it is pulverized into small particles, which can then enter the sewage system. This increase in small
particles contributes to the overall solid content of the sewage, resulting in higher levels of suspended solids. 
Moreover, the additional organic matter introduced into the system can lead to challenges for treatment
facilities. Many systems, especially older ones or those not designed to handle the volume of organic waste
generated by garbage disposals, may struggle with the increased load. This can lead to clogs, reduced efficiency
of treatment processes, and potentially more frequent maintenance requirements for sewage systems.
Consequently, the use of garbage disposals is generally discouraged in areas with specific sewage systems that
are not equipped to handle the additional organic load.
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3. The ___________ and ____________ of each soil horizon should be measured
from ________ to _________ and recorded in the soil evaluation report.
A. texture, color, top, bottom
B. sequence, depth, top, bottom
C. depth, structure, surface, subsurface
D. size, consistency, top, bottom

The appropriate choice is focused on the terminology commonly used in soil evaluation processes. Measuring
the sequence and depth of each soil horizon accurately is critical for understanding soil profiles. The term
"sequence" refers to the order or arrangement of the soil horizons, which is essential for analyzing how soil
characteristics change with depth. "Depth" quantifies how deep each horizon extends below the surface,
providing vital information about the soil layer characteristics and their potential uses.  In soil evaluations,
measurements are typically taken from the top of one horizon to the bottom of that horizon. This practice allows
for a precise cataloging of soil profiles, critical for environmental assessments, agricultural planning, and
construction projects. The recording of this data in the soil evaluation report aids in future analyses and
decision-making based on the properties of the soil at various depths.   The other options do not align as closely
with standard practices in soil science. While texture, color, structure, and size are all important soil properties,
they do not collectively capture the necessary measurements that specifically pertain to the soil horizons as
clearly as sequence and depth do.

4. What is the area of a lot that measures 60 feet by 280 feet?
A. 16,800 square feet, 0.39 acres
B. 15,500 square feet, 0.35 acres
C. 16,000 square feet, 0.38 acres
D. 18,000 square feet, 0.41 acres

To find the area of a rectangular lot, you multiply the length by the width. In this case, the lot measures 60 feet
by 280 feet.   Calculating the area: Area = Length × Width Area = 60 feet × 280 feet   Area = 16,800 square feet 
Additionally, to convert square feet to acres, you can use the conversion that 1 acre is equal to 43,560 square
feet. Therefore:  Area in acres = Area in square feet / 43,560   Area in acres = 16,800 / 43,560   Area in acres ≈
0.385 acres, which is approximately 0.39 acres when rounded.  Thus, the area of the lot is 16,800 square feet and
approximately 0.39 acres, making this choice the correct answer.
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5. Microorganisms commonly found in wastewater include which of the
following?
A. Bacteria, fungi, and algae
B. Bacteria, viruses, protozoa, and helminths
C. Fungi, viruses, and worms
D. Viruses, antibiotics, and parasites

The selection of bacteria, viruses, protozoa, and helminths as common microorganisms found in wastewater is
particularly accurate because each of these categories plays a significant role in the microbial ecology of
wastewater treatment systems.   Bacteria are the predominant microorganisms in wastewater, responsible for
breaking down organic matter through various metabolic processes. They play a crucial role in the biological
treatment of wastewater, aiding in the decomposition of organic pollutants.  Viruses, while much smaller than
bacteria, are also present in wastewater and can affect both humans and animals. Their presence poses health
risks and may contribute to the infectious disease potential of untreated wastewater.  Protozoa are single-celled
microorganisms that feed on bacteria and organic particles in wastewater. Their role in maintaining microbial
balance is essential, as they help control bacterial populations and enhance the overall treatment process. 
Helminths, which include parasitic worms, may also be found in wastewater, particularly in untreated sewage.
Their presence is a concern due to potential health risks associated with transmission to humans and animals. 
The inclusion of these four groups highlights the complexity of microbial life in wastewater and underscores the
need for effective treatment processes to manage their presence and reduce health risks. Other options may
include microorganisms or entities not typically found in wastewater or include irrelevant components,

6. How many cubic yards of gravel must be purchased for a trench that
requires 430 cubic feet?
A. 10 cubic yards
B. 15 cubic yards
C. 16 cubic yards
D. 20 cubic yards

To find the correct amount of gravel required in cubic yards for a trench that needs 430 cubic feet, it is essential
to convert cubic feet to cubic yards because construction materials are often measured in cubic yards.   There
are 27 cubic feet in one cubic yard (since 1 yard = 3 feet and 1 cubic yard = 3 feet × 3 feet × 3 feet = 27 cubic
feet). To convert cubic feet to cubic yards, divide the volume in cubic feet by 27.  In this case, divide 430 cubic
feet by 27:  \[  \text{Cubic yards} = \frac{430 \text{ cubic feet}}{27 \text{ cubic feet per cubic yard}} \approx 15.93
\text{ cubic yards}  \]  When rounding 15.93 to the nearest whole number, it becomes 16 cubic yards. Therefore,
the amount of gravel that must be purchased for the trench is 16 cubic yards, justifying why this choice is the
correct answer.

Sample study guide, visit https://ossfdesignatedrep.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 13

SAMPLE



7. What are the three categories under which penalties for violating OSSF
regulations can be imposed?
A. Criminal, Administrative, Civil
B. Injunction, Administrative, Civil
C. Criminal, Injunction, Administrative
D. Criminal, Injunction, Regulatory

The correct answer identifies a framework commonly recognized in regulatory settings, where violations of
established laws or regulations may lead to different types of penalties. Understanding these categories is
essential for grasping how enforcement works within the context of On-Site Sewage Facilities (OSSF)
regulations.  Criminal penalties are imposed when violations involve severe infractions that may be considered
crimes. Such violations can lead to prosecution and result in fines or imprisonment as a deterrent to future
infractions. This demonstrates a significant societal interest in maintaining compliance with safety and
environmental standards.  Injunctions serve as a legal remedy that can compel or prevent certain actions. When
someone violates OSSF regulations, courts may issue injunctions to halt any ongoing violations or mandate
compliance with applicable laws. This tool addresses urgent needs for compliance and enforces adherence to
regulatory requirements.  Administrative penalties are set by regulatory agencies and may include fines, orders
to comply, or revocations of permits. These penalties can be less severe than criminal penalties but serve as a
crucial mechanism for regulatory bodies to ensure compliance and protect public health and safety.  The
combination of these categories provides a robust framework for addressing violations, illustrating the serious
nature of compliance in environmental health regulation and ensuring that violators face appropriate
consequences. Understanding these categories helps stakeholders navigate

8. In an unlined ET system, wastewater is disposed of primarily through which
method?
A. Evaporation, transpiration, soil absorption
B. Gravity-fed drainage
C. Pumping to a treatment facility
D. Recycling into the water supply

In an unlined Evapotranspiration (ET) system, the primary method of wastewater disposal is indeed through
evaporation, transpiration, and soil absorption. These systems are designed to allow wastewater to be treated
naturally as it passes through the soil and interacts with vegetation.  Evaporation refers to the process where
water is converted to vapor and released into the atmosphere. This is a key mechanism in unlined ET systems,
as it helps to reduce the volume of wastewater being processed. Transpiration involves plants absorbing water
through their roots and releasing it into the air through their leaves, further contributing to the reduction of liquid
waste in the system. Soil absorption plays a crucial role in filtering out contaminants from the wastewater,
allowing it to be naturally purified before it eventually becomes part of the groundwater system.  This
combination makes unlined ET systems effective for treating and disposing of wastewater, especially in areas
where traditional drainage or pumping systems may not be feasible or cost-effective. The other options, while
relevant to wastewater management in certain contexts, do not directly describe the primary disposal method
used in unlined ET systems.
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9. Which soil textural classes are always unsuitable for standard absorptive
OSSF?
A. Class I and II
B. Class II and III
C. Class IA and IV
D. Class III and IV

The correct choice indicates that Class IA and IV soil textural classes are always unsuitable for standard
absorptive On-Site Sewage Facilities (OSSF). Class IA soils are typically very fine soils, like clays, which have low
permeability. This characteristic makes it difficult for water to percolate through the soil effectively, leading to
potential issues with drainage and water contamination. Such soil textures do not allow for adequate absorption
of wastewater, which is a critical requirement for the proper functioning of absorptive OSSF systems.  Class IV
soils, on the other hand, generally refer to very coarse or sandy soils that also struggle to adequately treat
wastewater. These soils can drain too quickly, failing to retain water long enough for the necessary microbial
processes that treat and purify the effluent. Consequently, the rapid drainage can lead to surface runoff and
potential environmental hazard.  In contrast, the other options reference various combinations of classes that
can have properties allowing some level of absorptive function, even if not optimal. Therefore, focusing on Class
IA and Class IV emphasizes the properties of these specific textural classes that preclude their utility in standard
absorptive OSSF applications.

10. In a properly designed septic tank, where are most settable solids and
scum removed?
A. In the second compartment
B. In the first compartment
C. Both compartments equally
D. Not removed at all

In a properly designed septic tank, most settable solids and scum are removed in the first compartment. The
design of traditional septic systems typically consists of two compartments, where the first compartment is
primarily responsible for settling heavier solids to the bottom and allowing lighter materials, like scum, to float to
the top.   As wastewater enters the first compartment, it experiences a reduction in velocity, which facilitates the
settling of solids. While both compartments play a role in the treatment process, the first compartment is critical
for the initial removal of the bulk of these materials. The second compartment further treats the effluent by
providing additional time for solids to settle and for microbial action to occur, but the majority of solids and
scum removal occurs in the first compartment.  This makes it clear why the first compartment is integral to the
septic system's function, particularly in terms of primary treatment where the separation of solids from the liquid
is crucial for preventing buildup and eventual system failure.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://ossfdesignatedrep.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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