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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. MEU stands for which entity?
A. Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)
B. Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)
C. Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF)
D. Marine Expeditionary Group (MEG)

2. Which statement best describes the role of political cadre within an
insurgency?
A. They handle logistics
B. They focus on external diplomacy
C. They are actively engaged in the struggle to accomplish insurgent goals and

may be designated as a formal party to reflect their political importance.
D. They avoid involvement in politics

3. Which LOAC principle requires that force used is proportional to the
objective?
A. Distinction
B. Precaution
C. Military necessity
D. Proportionality

4. In counterinsurgency operations, the moral purpose of combat operations
is to secure peace.
A. To win at all costs
B. To secure peace
C. To degrade enemy capabilities
D. To maximize casualties

5. Which factor is NOT typically considered part of the operational
environment?
A. Physical factors.
B. Economic factors.
C. Informational factors.
D. Human factors.
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6. Which statement best differentiates reconnaissance from security
operations?
A. Reconnaissance seeks information; security operations protect assets and

restrict enemy movement.
B. Reconnaissance is primarily about gathering information.
C. Reconnaissance seeks information; security operations patrol the perimeter

for security.
D. Reconnaissance is conducted only at night.

7. Doctrine is defined as which of the following?
A. A plan for a single operation
B. The standard operating procedures for all units
C. Principles that guide military forces in their activities in support of national

objectives
D. A historical record of campaigns

8. What is the principle of surprise?
A. Deliver operations with maximum speed, regardless of planning.
B. Deliberately reveal intentions to confuse the enemy.
C. Exploit enemy strength by frontal assault.
D. Deliver operations in a way that the enemy does not anticipate.

9. Which concept describes behavior exemplified by the clash of wills and
related complexities that characterize human behavior?
A. Moral forces
B. Physical forces
C. Mental forces
D. Human dimension

10. What is the Sustainment warfighting function?
A. Planning and executing provisioning, maintenance, supply, and services to

sustain operations
B. Managing information for decision-making
C. Delivering fires to defeat or influence enemy
D. Providing security and counter-threat actions
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Answers

Sample study guide, visit https://sgtscoursewarfighting.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 8

SAMPLE



1. A
2. C
3. D
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. D
9. D
10. A
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Explanations
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1. MEU stands for which entity?
A. Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)
B. Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)
C. Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF)
D. Marine Expeditionary Group (MEG)

MEU stands for Marine Expeditionary Unit, a forward-deployed, sea-based element of the Marine Air-Ground
Task Force designed for rapid crisis response. A MEU is a self-contained, expeditionary force that brings
together the four MAGTF elements—Command, Ground Combat, Aviation, and Logistics—into a single,
ready-to-operate package that can deploy aboard ships and operate ashore as needed. This makes it smaller
and more rapidly deployable than other formations, capable of addressing a range of contingencies with a
balanced mix of infantry, aviation, and support assets.  In contrast, a Marine Expeditionary Brigade is larger and
intended for more substantial, longer-type operations; a Marine Expeditionary Force is the largest MAGTF,
capable of major combat operations; and a Marine Expeditionary Group is an older designation not used as the
standard contemporary term for expeditionary formations. So the correct expansion is Marine Expeditionary
Unit.

2. Which statement best describes the role of political cadre within an
insurgency?
A. They handle logistics
B. They focus on external diplomacy
C. They are actively engaged in the struggle to accomplish insurgent goals and

may be designated as a formal party to reflect their political importance.
D. They avoid involvement in politics

The role centers on political leadership and organization within an insurgency. The political cadre are the
movement’s leaders and organizers who drive the struggle beyond battlefield actions by mobilizing support,
shaping ideology, coordinating with local communities, running propaganda, and building legitimacy. They
actively pursue the insurgents’ goals through political work and may formalize as a party to reflect their
influence and to participate in governance or negotiations later. This political effort is essential for sustaining
the movement, as military gains alone can falter without popular backing, legitimacy, and a clear political path.
While logistics and diplomacy can be part of their activities, their defining function is directing the insurgency’s
political strategy and maintaining its political heartbeat.
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3. Which LOAC principle requires that force used is proportional to the
objective?
A. Distinction
B. Precaution
C. Military necessity
D. Proportionality

Proportionality in LOAC is about keeping the force used in line with the military objective. When planning or
carrying out an attack, you weigh the concrete and direct military advantage you expect to gain against the
potential civilian harm and damage to civilian objects. The force and harm caused should not be excessive in
relation to that advantage. If the expected civilian harm would be disproportionate to the military gain, the act
violates proportionality, even if the objective itself is legitimate.  To place it in context, other LOAC principles
guide different aspects: distinction requires you to target military objectives and avoid civilians; precaution
obligates taking feasible steps to minimize civilian harm; and military necessity allows force that is necessary to
achieve a legitimate objective. But when the question asks about matching the amount of force to the objective,
proportionality is the principle that governs that balance.

4. In counterinsurgency operations, the moral purpose of combat operations
is to secure peace.
A. To win at all costs
B. To secure peace
C. To degrade enemy capabilities
D. To maximize casualties

In counterinsurgency, the moral aim of combat operations is to secure peace by shaping a safe, legitimate
environment where civilians can live without fear and where government institutions can function. Military action
serves the political objective of protecting the population, reducing violence, and creating the conditions for
governance, development, and reconciliation. This requires using force proportionally and discriminately,
minimizing civilian harm, and adhering to the laws of armed conflict. Pursuing victory at all costs undermines
legitimacy and alienates the population, which can fuel insurgent support. While degrading enemy capabilities
can be part of the effort, it is not the endpoint; the real aim is lasting peace and political stability. Maximizing
casualties is contrary to that purpose, as it escalates harm and undermines legitimacy.

5. Which factor is NOT typically considered part of the operational
environment?
A. Physical factors.
B. Economic factors.
C. Informational factors.
D. Human factors.

Focusing on the operational environment means looking at the factors that directly shape how you plan and
conduct operations in the near term. This environment is understood through three main domains: the physical
world—terrain, weather, and other terrain-related conditions; the human dimension—populations, institutions,
cultures, and power structures you interact with; and the information domain—the flow of information,
communications, and perception that affect decision-making and operations.  Economic factors, while they
strongly influence sustainment, logistics, and overall capabilities, are not treated as a core environmental
domain. They belong more to strategic or resource planning levels, shaping constraints and options but not
defining the immediate environment in which operations unfold. So the factor that is not typically considered
part of the operational environment is economic factors.
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6. Which statement best differentiates reconnaissance from security
operations?
A. Reconnaissance seeks information; security operations protect assets and

restrict enemy movement.
B. Reconnaissance is primarily about gathering information.
C. Reconnaissance seeks information; security operations patrol the perimeter

for security.
D. Reconnaissance is conducted only at night.

Reconnaissance is driven by the need to obtain information that informs decisions and planning. It aims to
reduce uncertainty about terrain, routes, obstacles, and potential threats so you can choose a course of action
with better awareness. Security operations, on the other hand, are about protecting people and resources and
controlling access or movement to prevent interference or harm. The best statement captures this fundamental
difference by stating that reconnaissance is primarily about gathering information, which distinguishes it from
the protective, deterrent, and defensive focus of security operations. Other statements mix in protection duties
or add incorrect constraints (like being done only at night), which don’t define the core purpose of
reconnaissance.

7. Doctrine is defined as which of the following?
A. A plan for a single operation
B. The standard operating procedures for all units
C. Principles that guide military forces in their activities in support of national

objectives
D. A historical record of campaigns

Doctrine is the enduring guidance that shapes how military forces think and act to accomplish national
objectives. It provides broad principles and a framework for planning, training, and executing operations across
different situations, rather than detailing a single operation, prescribing exact steps for every unit, or serving as a
historical record. In practice, doctrine informs decisions and methods—how to apply force, organize activities,
and synchronize efforts to achieve national goals—while remaining flexible enough to adapt to changing
conditions. The other options describe specific plans, rigid procedures for all units, or a past record, none of
which capture this broad, guiding role.

8. What is the principle of surprise?
A. Deliver operations with maximum speed, regardless of planning.
B. Deliberately reveal intentions to confuse the enemy.
C. Exploit enemy strength by frontal assault.
D. Deliver operations in a way that the enemy does not anticipate.

The principle of surprise is about delivering operations in a way the enemy does not anticipate, catching them off
guard and disrupting their decision cycle. When actions occur where the foe isn’t expecting them, their timing,
coordination, and ability to react are thrown off, creating opportunities for success that would be unavailable if
the plan were anticipated. Achieving surprise often involves concealment of intentions, unconventional timing or
methods, and exploiting a window when the enemy is unprepared.  This aligns with striking when the enemy is
not ready rather than forcing a fast attack, telegraphing plans, or choosing a direct, heavily resisted approach.
Speed alone can betray the plan if the enemy can foresee it; revealing intentions eliminates the element of
surprise; and a frontal assault on a prepared foe simply confirms expectations rather than breaking them.
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9. Which concept describes behavior exemplified by the clash of wills and
related complexities that characterize human behavior?
A. Moral forces
B. Physical forces
C. Mental forces
D. Human dimension

The clash of wills and the complexities of human behavior are described by the human dimension. In warfare,
this dimension covers how people think, feel, persuade, lead, and cooperate under stress—the motivations,
morale, culture, and decision-making processes that drive actions and reactions in conflict. Physical forces deal
with weapons and terrain, which are separate from how people act. Mental forces isn’t a standard label for this
context, and moral forces focuses on ethics and values but doesn’t fully capture the breadth of human behavior.
The human dimension is the umbrella term that includes all those human factors shaping behavior in conflict,
making it the most accurate description.

10. What is the Sustainment warfighting function?
A. Planning and executing provisioning, maintenance, supply, and services to

sustain operations
B. Managing information for decision-making
C. Delivering fires to defeat or influence enemy
D. Providing security and counter-threat actions

Sustainment focuses on providing the resources and services that keep a force in the fight. It involves planning
and executing provisioning, maintenance, supply, and services so units can operate continuously. By ensuring
the right materials reach the right units at the right time, keeping equipment in working order, and delivering
essential support services (transport, medical care, upkeep, quality of life, and other logistics activities),
sustainment enables operations to continue and supports every other warfighting function. The other options
describe different warfighting functions: managing information for decision-making relates to command and
control, delivering fires aligns with Fires, and providing security and counter-threat actions aligns with
Protection.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://sgtscoursewarfighting.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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