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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What must happen for a goal to be considered scored?
A. The ball must be kicked by the striker
B. The entire ball must cross the goal line between the goalposts and under the

crossbar
C. The ball must not touch any player before crossing the line
D. The ball must be in the air when crossing the goal line

2. What restart occurs if, on a goal kick, the kicker touches the ball a second
time before it has touched another player?
A. Direct free kick
B. Indirect free kick
C. Penalty kick
D. Dropped ball

3. What is the restart if the ball during an indirect free kick was touched but
did not leave the penalty area?
A. Retake the indirect free kick
B. Goal kick for defenders
C. Indirect free kick for defenders
D. Penalty kick for attackers

4. What should a referee do if a player deliberately handles the ball?
A. Ignore the violation
B. Award a free kick to the opposing team
C. Give a warning to the player
D. Show a yellow card

5. How many players from each team must participate in a dropped ball?
A. At least one player
B. Exactly two players
C. None
D. All players must participate
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6. What is the restart if a teammate of the kicker crosses the half-way line
before the ball is kicked on a kickoff?
A. Goal kick
B. Free kick for the defending team
C. Retake; no penalty
D. Indirect free kick

7. What is the appropriate action if the ball is not properly placed for a goal
kick?
A. Allow play to continue
B. Restart with an indirect free kick
C. Stop play and reposition the ball
D. Restart with a drop ball

8. What is the typical minimum age requirement to become a certified soccer
referee?
A. 12 years old
B. 14 years old
C. 16 years old
D. 18 years old

9. What happens if a player in an offside position plays the ball that has been
deliberately played by an opponent?
A. It is considered offside
B. It is not considered offside
C. It counts as a goal if scored
D. The kick is overturned

10. What is the requirement for substituting players at the halfway line?
A. Substitutions can only occur during halftime
B. Both players must stand still during the exchange
C. Substitutes must enter exactly at the halfway line
D. Substitutes can enter from any part of the field
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. C
6. C
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What must happen for a goal to be considered scored?
A. The ball must be kicked by the striker
B. The entire ball must cross the goal line between the goalposts and under the

crossbar
C. The ball must not touch any player before crossing the line
D. The ball must be in the air when crossing the goal line

For a goal to be considered scored, the entire ball must cross the goal line between the goalposts and under the
crossbar. This is a fundamental rule in soccer that establishes the criteria for a valid goal. The complete crossing
of the ball over the goal line ensures that there is no ambiguity in whether the goal should count. It is essential
for maintaining fair play, as it clearly defines the scoring criteria.  The requirement emphasizes a specific
physical action that must occur during play, ensuring consistency in the game. Variations, such as a part of the
ball still being on or over the line, do not count; thus, it must be entirely over the line for the goal to be awarded.
This rule is universally accepted and is critical for referees to enforce consistently in matches.  Other choices
involve specific scenarios that do not meet the standard definition of a goal. For instance, the way the ball is
played or its position relative to players does not affect whether or not a goal is counted, as long as it fully
crosses the line.

2. What restart occurs if, on a goal kick, the kicker touches the ball a second
time before it has touched another player?
A. Direct free kick
B. Indirect free kick
C. Penalty kick
D. Dropped ball

In the scenario described, where a player taking a goal kick touches the ball a second time before it has touched
another player, an indirect free kick is awarded to the opposing team. According to the Laws of the Game, the
player must not intentionally play the ball a second time until it has either left the penalty area or been touched
by another player.   This situation is specifically covered in Law 14 related to goal kicks, where the goalkeeper
must ensure that the ball is in play only once it is properly executed. Therefore, any infringement of this rule
results in an indirect free kick being awarded to the opposing team from the spot where the second touch
occurred.   The other options, such as direct free kick, penalty kick, and dropped ball, do not apply to this
particular infraction as they address different situations and do not align with the conditions surrounding an
improper goal kick execution. Indirect free kicks are uniquely suited for scenarios where the nature of the play
requires that the kick be retaken without the opportunity for a direct shot on goal.

3. What is the restart if the ball during an indirect free kick was touched but
did not leave the penalty area?
A. Retake the indirect free kick
B. Goal kick for defenders
C. Indirect free kick for defenders
D. Penalty kick for attackers

When an indirect free kick is awarded and the ball is touched but does not leave the penalty area, the restart
requires that the kick be retaken. According to the Laws of the Game, for an indirect free kick to be properly
completed, the ball must leave the penalty area. If the ball is touched but remains inside the penalty area, the
referee must call for the kick to be retaken to ensure that the proper procedures are followed and that the game
is played fairly. This is important for maintaining the integrity of the free kick and ensuring that all players are
aware of the restart procedure and the conditions that must be met for a valid play to commence.

Sample study guide, visit https://soccerreferee.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SAMPLE



4. What should a referee do if a player deliberately handles the ball?
A. Ignore the violation
B. Award a free kick to the opposing team
C. Give a warning to the player
D. Show a yellow card

When a player deliberately handles the ball, the appropriate course of action for a referee is to award a free kick
to the opposing team. Handling the ball is considered an infringement of the Laws of the Game, specifically Law
12, which addresses fouls and misconduct. This law stipulates that if a player deliberately touches the ball with
their hand or arm, it constitutes a foul.  The awarding of a free kick serves to penalize the offending player while
also allowing the opposing team an opportunity to take possession and potentially create a scoring chance from
that set piece. This decision is critical as it upholds the flow of the game and reinforces the importance of fair
play.  Options that suggest ignoring the violation or merely giving a warning do not align with the regulations.
Such actions would undermine the enforcement of the game's rules and fail to address the penalty that should
be applied for a deliberate handball. Showing a yellow card is reserved for more serious offenses, and while
persistent infringement might lead to that, it is not the immediate or standard response to a deliberate handling
violation.

5. How many players from each team must participate in a dropped ball?
A. At least one player
B. Exactly two players
C. None
D. All players must participate

In the context of a dropped ball in soccer, it is essential to understand that the procedure is designed to allow
play to resume fairly after certain stoppages. During a dropped ball situation, the Laws of the Game specify that
only one player from each team must be present to participate in the dropped ball. However, there is no
requirement for all players on the field to take part.   In practice, this means that as few as one player from each
side can be involved, though in many instances both teams will choose to send a representative to ensure
fairness and clarity. The main focus is that the ball must be dropped between the two players who are present to
contest it. Thus, stating that none of the players must participate does not align well with the actual enforcement
of the rule, which requires at least one player per team to be actively involved in the process.   This highlights the
understanding that while it is a collaborative process, only a minimum of two players—one from each team—is
essential for the dropped ball to occur correctly. Hence, the correct response would clarify that it's not about
having no players involved at all, but rather focusing on the required participation of a minimum number from
each side.
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6. What is the restart if a teammate of the kicker crosses the half-way line
before the ball is kicked on a kickoff?
A. Goal kick
B. Free kick for the defending team
C. Retake; no penalty
D. Indirect free kick

In the scenario where a teammate of the kicker crosses the halfway line before the ball is kicked during a kickoff,
the correct restart is to retake the kickoff without any penalty. This is in accordance with the laws of the game,
which stipulate that all players must remain behind the halfway line until the ball has been kicked. The purpose
of this rule is to ensure that both teams have an equal opportunity to contest for the ball at the start of play. 
Since the player crossed the halfway line prematurely, the kickoff does not count, and the referee will order a
retake. This is a standard administrative correction rather than a disciplinary action, as the disruption does not
necessarily indicate a foul or misconduct. It is important for players to adhere to this rule to maintain a fair start
to the game.

7. What is the appropriate action if the ball is not properly placed for a goal
kick?
A. Allow play to continue
B. Restart with an indirect free kick
C. Stop play and reposition the ball
D. Restart with a drop ball

The appropriate action when the ball is not properly placed for a goal kick is to stop play and reposition the ball.
According to the Laws of the Game, for a goal kick to be valid, the ball must be correctly positioned at the goal
area for the kick to take place. If the ball is not placed correctly, it is the referee's responsibility to pause the
game, adjust the ball to the proper location, and then allow the goal kick to be taken again. This ensures that the
game is played fairly and in accordance with the rules, maintaining the integrity of the match. Each of the other
choices would not address the requirement for the ball to be properly positioned for the goal kick to occur.

8. What is the typical minimum age requirement to become a certified soccer
referee?
A. 12 years old
B. 14 years old
C. 16 years old
D. 18 years old

The minimum age requirement to become a certified soccer referee typically is 14 years old because this age
strikes a balance between maturity and understanding of the game. Being a referee involves not only knowledge
of the rules but also the ability to make quick decisions under pressure and manage game situations effectively.
At 14, individuals are generally capable of comprehending the complexities of the sport and are often involved in
youth soccer, allowing them to gain relevant experience.   Younger referees, while able to officiate in some
contexts, may not be seen as mature enough to manage higher levels of competition or handle the
responsibilities that come with officiating more challenging matches. Therefore, 14 years old is established as a
practical standard to ensure that referees have both the physical capability and the mental acuity required for
the role.
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9. What happens if a player in an offside position plays the ball that has been
deliberately played by an opponent?
A. It is considered offside
B. It is not considered offside
C. It counts as a goal if scored
D. The kick is overturned

When a player in an offside position plays the ball that has been deliberately played by an opponent, it is not
considered offside. According to the Laws of the Game, a player cannot be penalized for being in an offside
position unless they become involved in active play. If the ball is deliberately played by an opponent, such as
through a pass or deflection, the player in the offside position is allowed to play the ball without being penalized
for offside.  This rule allows for more fluid gameplay and encourages players to engage in tactical plays, knowing
that they can react to the actions of their opponents without facing an offside call when the ball comes to them
explicitly from an opponent's touch. Thus, when a player benefits from a deliberate play by an opponent while in
an offside position, the play continues as normal.

10. What is the requirement for substituting players at the halfway line?
A. Substitutions can only occur during halftime
B. Both players must stand still during the exchange
C. Substitutes must enter exactly at the halfway line
D. Substitutes can enter from any part of the field

The requirement for substituting players at the halfway line is that substitutes must enter exactly at the halfway
line. This rule is designed to maintain the flow of the game and ensure that substitutions are managed in an
orderly fashion.   When a substitution occurs at the halfway line, it allows for a clear demarcation of where the
players can enter and exit the field. This specific location helps both teams and referees coordinate and monitor
substitutions, ensuring that the game proceeds smoothly without disruptions. It also reinforces the concept of
player responsibilities on the field, as substitutes entering from the designated spot ensures they are aware of
the tactical positioning they are stepping into.  In general, while teams may utilize certain substitutions during
various stoppages in play, the requirement that they occur at the halfway line maintains consistency in player
movement and upholds the integrity of the match.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://soccerreferee.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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