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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Whose rules determine who can be classified as a contractor rather than an
employee?
A. Federal Trade Commission
B. U.S. Department of Labor
C. The Texas Workforce Commission
D. Internal Revenue Service

2. Where must vents be connected to horizontal pipe?
A. Below the center line
B. At the center line
C. Above the center line
D. On the side

3. What is the minimum clearance required for rodding on cleanouts that are 6
inches and smaller?
A. 12 inches
B. 18 inches
C. 24 inches
D. 30 inches

4. For which of the following fixtures are vents not required?
A. Sinks
B. Bars, soda fountains, and counters
C. Bathrooms
D. Showers

5. What is the recommended installation point for a pressure vacuum
breaker?
A. At the main entry of the water line
B. As far as possible from the source
C. Near high-hazard devices
D. At the first fixture
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6. What is the penalty if you renew your license late?
A. Pay a fine only
B. Face a temporary suspension
C. All of the above
D. Lose the license permanently

7. Gas water heaters must have combustion air access from which two
points?
A. Floor only and a side wall
B. Top and floor
C. Front and rear
D. Side walls only

8. How must all food storage and handling equipment discharge?
A. Directly into the sewer line
B. Through a sump pump
C. Through an indirect waste by an air gap
D. Into a grease trap

9. What material should piping for LP gas systems be made of?
A. Steel
B. Copper
C. Plastic
D. Any of the above

10. What does Reduced Pressure Principle Assembly (RPPA) primarily
address in high hazard applications?
A. Back-pressure and back-siphonage
B. Water conservation and efficiency
C. Pipes and joints regulations
D. Pressure regulation and safety
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Answers
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1. C
2. C
3. B
4. B
5. C
6. C
7. B
8. C
9. D
10. A
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Explanations
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1. Whose rules determine who can be classified as a contractor rather than an
employee?
A. Federal Trade Commission
B. U.S. Department of Labor
C. The Texas Workforce Commission
D. Internal Revenue Service

The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) establishes the criteria to differentiate between contractors and
employees within the state of Texas. This classification is crucial for various reasons, including taxation, labor
rights, and benefits determination. The TWC outlines specific guidelines that help employers assess whether a
worker is genuinely an independent contractor or an employee based on the nature of the work relationship and
the degree of control asserted by the employer over the work being performed.  In the context of Texas laws, the
TWC utilizes certain tests – such as the "Economic Realities" test and others – to enable companies to classify
workers correctly. Accurate classification has significant legal and financial implications for both the employers
and the classified individuals, impacting wage and hour laws, unemployment insurance, and more.  While other
organizations, like the Federal Trade Commission, the U.S. Department of Labor, and the Internal Revenue
Service have their criteria and regulations concerning labor and taxation, it is the Texas Workforce Commission
that specifically delineates the context for contractor versus employee classifications under Texas law.

2. Where must vents be connected to horizontal pipe?
A. Below the center line
B. At the center line
C. Above the center line
D. On the side

Vents must be connected to horizontal pipe above the center line to ensure proper venting and drainage. This
position allows for the effective release of air from the drainage system, preventing pressure buildup and
ensuring that wastewater flows smoothly without obstacles. When the vent is placed above the center line, it
helps maintain a consistent flow by allowing air to enter the drainage system, which balances the pressure as
water moves through the pipes. Proper venting is crucial to prevent siphoning and the backflow of wastewater,
which could lead to clogs and other plumbing issues.   Connecting the vent below the center line or at the center
line does not provide the same benefits, as it may obstruct air flow or lead to potential siphoning effects.
Connecting on the side could lead to inadequate venting as well, since it may not facilitate the necessary
pressure equalization within the system. Thus, positioning the vent above the center line serves both functional
and compliance purposes in plumbing systems.
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3. What is the minimum clearance required for rodding on cleanouts that are 6
inches and smaller?
A. 12 inches
B. 18 inches
C. 24 inches
D. 30 inches

The minimum clearance required for rodding on cleanouts that are 6 inches and smaller is 18 inches. This
clearance allows sufficient space for plumbers to access the cleanout and conduct necessary maintenance or
block removal without obstruction. Adequate room is essential to effectively maneuver rodding equipment,
which often requires a degree of distance from the cleanout itself to perform the task efficiently and safely.   This
18-inch clearance guideline helps to ensure that plumbing professionals can work without injury or
complications and minimizes potential damage to surrounding structures or systems during maintenance
activities. It is a standard requirement in many plumbing codes and practices to promote safety and functionality
in plumbing maintenance.

4. For which of the following fixtures are vents not required?
A. Sinks
B. Bars, soda fountains, and counters
C. Bathrooms
D. Showers

Vents are essential components in plumbing systems, as they allow air to enter the system, preventing pressure
buildup and ensuring proper drainage. However, certain fixtures, like bars, soda fountains, and counters, are
usually considered special installations where the water flow is minimal and where the fixtures are typically
connected to a master venting system that serves multiple fixtures.  In commercial settings, specific equipment
like soda fountains may utilize a design that relies more on gravity and has fewer complications regarding
drainage. These systems can often discharge into a larger drain, which is vented elsewhere, eliminating the need
for individual vents for each installed fixture. This reliance on larger venting systems is the basis for
understanding why individual vents may not be absolutely necessary for these particular installations.   On the
other hand, sinks, bathrooms, and showers usually experience greater water flow and waste disposal, making
the need for individual vents more critical to ensure proper function without siphoning of traps or drainage
issues.
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5. What is the recommended installation point for a pressure vacuum
breaker?
A. At the main entry of the water line
B. As far as possible from the source
C. Near high-hazard devices
D. At the first fixture

The recommended installation point for a pressure vacuum breaker is near high-hazard devices. This is crucial
because the primary function of a pressure vacuum breaker is to prevent backflow, particularly in situations
where there is a risk of contamination from high-hazard sources like chemical injectors, irrigation systems, or
fire protection lines. Placing the pressure vacuum breaker close to these high-hazard devices ensures that any
potential backflow is effectively contained before it can mix with the potable water supply, hence protecting the
public health and drinking water quality.  The effectiveness of the pressure vacuum breaker diminishes with
distance from the source of the potential backflow. Therefore, installing it near high-hazard devices maximizes
its protective capabilities. It also aligns with plumbing codes that aim to mitigate risks associated with water
contamination. Understanding this principle is essential for any plumbing professional to maintain compliance
and ensure safety in their installations.

6. What is the penalty if you renew your license late?
A. Pay a fine only
B. Face a temporary suspension
C. All of the above
D. Lose the license permanently

Renewing a plumbing license late can result in a combination of penalties, which is why selecting all options is
appropriate. There is typically a fine associated with late renewal, as regulatory bodies impose monetary
penalties to encourage compliance and timely renewals. Additionally, a temporary suspension of the license
might be enforced until the license is brought back into good standing, which means that the plumber would not
be allowed to operate legally during that period. In some cases, if the renewal is significantly delayed or
neglected altogether, it could lead to permanent loss of the license, as continuing to operate without a valid
license poses serious risks to public safety and undermines regulatory standards. Therefore, all of these factors
contribute to the comprehensive consequences of late renewal, validating the choice of selecting all options.
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7. Gas water heaters must have combustion air access from which two
points?
A. Floor only and a side wall
B. Top and floor
C. Front and rear
D. Side walls only

Gas water heaters require combustion air for efficient operation and safety. The correct answer is that they must
have combustion air access from both the top and the floor. This design allows for necessary air circulation,
which is essential for the combustion process.   When air enters from the top, it helps ensure that the heater can
draw in fresh air as needed for burning the gas. Meanwhile, having access to air from the floor allows for cooler
air to enter, which can be more dense and thus provides sufficient oxygen for proper combustion. This dual
access is particularly important in enclosed spaces to prevent issues such as poor combustion, which can lead
to dangerous carbon monoxide buildup.  In contrast, options that suggest other configurations—such as access
from the floor only, a side wall, or solely side walls—do not adequately facilitate the needed airflow for the
combustion process or could even create a hazardous condition. By requiring air from both the top and the floor,
the system promotes a safe and effective combustion environment.

8. How must all food storage and handling equipment discharge?
A. Directly into the sewer line
B. Through a sump pump
C. Through an indirect waste by an air gap
D. Into a grease trap

Food storage and handling equipment must discharge through an indirect waste by an air gap to prevent any
potential contamination of the potable water supply and to ensure proper drainage. An air gap creates a physical
separation between the discharge point of the equipment and the receiving drain, which mitigates the risk of
backflow or cross-connection that could introduce harmful substances into the drinking water system. This
method is critical in maintaining sanitary conditions and complies with public health regulations.  Using an
indirect waste system helps ensure that wastewater is safely directed away from food preparation areas and
prevents any harmful substances from inadvertently mixing with clean water supplies. Other methods such as
direct discharge into the sewer line, using a sump pump, or directing effluent into a grease trap do not provide
the same level of safety and contamination prevention as the air gap method does. Thus, choosing to discharge
through an air gap is considered the best practice for food safety and plumbing standards.
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9. What material should piping for LP gas systems be made of?
A. Steel
B. Copper
C. Plastic
D. Any of the above

Piping for LP gas systems can be constructed from various materials, which is why the correct option indicates
that any of the listed materials can be used. Steel is robust and resistant to damage, making it a common choice
for underground installations and high-pressure systems. Copper is often utilized for indoor piping due to its
durability and resistance to corrosion. Plastic, specifically certain types like polyethylene, is also acceptable for
underground installations as it is lightweight and resistant to environmental factors.  The versatility in material
choice allows plumbers to select the most appropriate piping based on the specific requirements of the
installation, safety regulations, and environmental conditions. This flexibility is crucial for ensuring the efficiency
and safety of LP gas distribution systems. Each of the materials has advantages and is code-compliant when
installed correctly, highlighting the importance of proper training and adherence to regulations in the plumbing
industry.

10. What does Reduced Pressure Principle Assembly (RPPA) primarily
address in high hazard applications?
A. Back-pressure and back-siphonage
B. Water conservation and efficiency
C. Pipes and joints regulations
D. Pressure regulation and safety

Reduced Pressure Principle Assembly (RPPA) is specifically designed to prevent the contamination of potable
water systems by addressing issues related to back-pressure and back-siphonage, particularly in high hazard
applications. High hazard scenarios involve situations where there is a significant risk of pollutants or
contaminants being introduced into the clean water supply, often due to pressure fluctuations or reverse flow
conditions.  Back-pressure occurs when the pressure in a non-potable system exceeds that in the potable
system, which can cause potentially contaminated water to flow back into the drinking water lines.
Back-siphonage, on the other hand, happens when a drop in pressure in the potable water system creates a
vacuum, drawing water (and any contaminants it may contain) back into the system.   The RPPA effectively
mitigates these risks by maintaining a physical separation between the potable water supply and potential
contaminants. It does this through its unique design, which includes a pair of check valves and a pressure relief
valve. This arrangement ensures that, should back-pressure or back-siphonage occur, the assembly will
function to prevent any cross-connection, thus safeguarding public health.   In contrast, the other options relate
to different aspects of plumbing and water management—like conservation, regulatory compliance, or general
safety—
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://txmasterplumber.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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