


Copyright © 2026 by Examzify - A Kaluba Technologies Inc. product.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transferred in any form or by any means, graphic,
electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, web distribution, taping, or by any
information storage retrieval system, without the written permission of the author.

Notice: Examzify makes every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely
information about this product from reliable sources.

Sample study guide, visit https://usmcmachinegunnery.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 1

SAMPLE



Table of Contents
Copyright 1.................................................................................................................

Table of Contents 2....................................................................................................

Introduction 3.............................................................................................................

How to Use This Guide 4............................................................................................

Questions 5................................................................................................................

Answers 8...................................................................................................................

Explanations 10..........................................................................................................

Next Steps 15.............................................................................................................

Sample study guide, visit https://usmcmachinegunnery.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 2

SAMPLE



IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.

Sample study guide, visit https://usmcmachinegunnery.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 3

SAMPLE



How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What factor is essential for safely handling Mk-19 ammunition?
A. Storage temperature
B. Avoiding double feeds
C. Maintaining dry conditions
D. Knowing the minimum safe distances

2. What is the total weight of the Mk-19 including the gun, Mk93 mount, and
M3 tripod?
A. 75.6 lbs
B. 149.6 lbs
C. 30 lbs
D. 44 lbs

3. How does a gunner use a "gun-belt" while firing?
A. To reduce recoil
B. To maintain a steady feed of ammunition into the machine gun
C. To increase the rate of fire
D. To stabilize the weapon's position

4. In a combat scenario, what is essential for machine gunners to quickly
adapt to?
A. Shifts in battlefield tactics
B. Change in enemy positions alone
C. Weather changes
D. Alterations in equipment

5. When should headspace be checked on a machine gun?
A. After assembly prior to firing
B. Only during maintenance checks
C. Before transporting the weapon
D. Only when the weapon is malfunctioning
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6. Which of the following components is included in the METT-T framework?
A. Medics
B. Enemy
C. Tactics
D. Transport

7. What is the main characteristic of enfilade fire?
A. It is used at extreme angles to the target
B. It coincides with the long axis of the target
C. It employs interlocking fields of fire
D. It is effective in close-quarters combat

8. What is the muzzle velocity of the Mk-19 machine gun?
A. 500 fps
B. 750 fps
C. 790 fps
D. 1000 fps

9. What is Immediate Action in response to a stoppage?
A. Delay responses to analyze the situation
B. Prompt action taken to reduce a stoppage without investigating the cause
C. Initiate a detailed inspection of the weapon
D. Notify a supervisor immediately

10. When is it necessary to perform a five point safety check?
A. Before firing
B. When loading ammunition
C. When clearing the weapon
D. After maintenance
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Answers
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1. D
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. A
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. C
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Explanations
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1. What factor is essential for safely handling Mk-19 ammunition?
A. Storage temperature
B. Avoiding double feeds
C. Maintaining dry conditions
D. Knowing the minimum safe distances

Knowing the minimum safe distances is essential for safely handling Mk-19 ammunition because it directly
impacts personnel safety and operational effectiveness during both live fire and training exercises. Each type of
ammunition has specific safety distances to ensure that individuals, equipment, and surrounding structures are
out of range of potentially hazardous effects, such as shrapnel or blast overpressure. Understanding these
distances enables operators to create safe zones for handling and firing the Mk-19, reducing the risk of
accidental injury or property damage.  In contrast, while factors such as storage temperature, avoiding double
feeds, and maintaining dry conditions are important for the overall functioning and reliability of the machine gun
system, they do not directly address the safety aspect related to ammunition handling in the context of
operational environments. Proper training on minimum safe distances ensures a safe environment that actively
protects personnel involved in the operation.

2. What is the total weight of the Mk-19 including the gun, Mk93 mount, and
M3 tripod?
A. 75.6 lbs
B. 149.6 lbs
C. 30 lbs
D. 44 lbs

The total weight of the Mk-19 system, which includes the gun, Mk93 mount, and M3 tripod, is indeed 149.6 lbs.
This weight encompasses the complete setup needed for the operation of the Mk-19 grenade launcher.
Understanding the weight is crucial for logistics, transportation, and operational planning. The Mk-19's weight
also affects how it can be deployed and the types of vehicles or aircraft needed to carry it into combat.   Knowing
the total weight helps Marines assess the feasibility of maneuvers, how to position the weapon system
effectively on the battlefield, and ensures that they are equipped with the right level of support for carrying and
deploying the Mk-19 during missions. The other options significantly underestimate the weight of the full
system, leading to unrealistic expectations regarding handling and transport capabilities.

3. How does a gunner use a "gun-belt" while firing?
A. To reduce recoil
B. To maintain a steady feed of ammunition into the machine gun
C. To increase the rate of fire
D. To stabilize the weapon's position

The role of a "gun-belt" in machine gun operation is crucial for maintaining a steady and reliable feed of
ammunition into the weapon. The gun-belt, which typically consists of linked ammunition, allows the gunner to
continuously supply rounds to the chamber without interruptions. This consistent feed is essential for sustaining
fire during operations, ensuring that the weapon can operate efficiently without frequent pausing to reload.   By
having a sufficiently loaded gun-belt, the gunner can focus on aiming and firing rather than manually feeding
individual rounds or links, which can significantly disrupt the firing rhythm and overall effectiveness of the
machine gun. This steady supply of ammunition also allows for a more effective engagement of targets, as the
gunner can maintain sustained fire over a designated area.

Sample study guide, visit https://usmcmachinegunnery.examzify.com
for the full version with hundreds of practice questions 11

SAMPLE



4. In a combat scenario, what is essential for machine gunners to quickly
adapt to?
A. Shifts in battlefield tactics
B. Change in enemy positions alone
C. Weather changes
D. Alterations in equipment

Machine gunners must be prepared to quickly adapt to shifts in battlefield tactics because this directly
influences their effectiveness in combat operations. The dynamics of the battlefield can change rapidly due to
various factors, including enemy movements, terrain changes, or the overall tactical situation of friendly forces.
Being able to respond to these changes is crucial for maintaining suppressive fire, adjusting firing positions, and
ensuring effective support for maneuvering units.   Understanding the current tactical situation allows machine
gunners to plan their fire support effectively, coordinate with other units, and make real-time decisions that
enhance mission success. While other factors, like enemy positions, weather changes, and equipment
alterations, are also important, the overarching need to adapt to tactical shifts determines how well machine
gunners can execute their roles amidst the complexities of combat.

5. When should headspace be checked on a machine gun?
A. After assembly prior to firing
B. Only during maintenance checks
C. Before transporting the weapon
D. Only when the weapon is malfunctioning

Headspace should be checked on a machine gun after assembly prior to firing to ensure the weapon is
functioning safely and effectively. Headspace refers to the distance between the face of the bolt and the part of
the chamber that stops the forward movement of the cartridge. If the headspace is incorrect, it can lead to
misfires, ammunition failures, and potential safety hazards, such as excessive pressure when firing.  Performing
this check after assembly is crucial because any changes or adjustments made during assembly—whether they
involve new parts or simply reassembling components—can affect the headspace configuration. By verifying the
headspace before the first round is fired, operators ensure that the machine gun is safe and functional, thus
allowing for accurate firing and reliable performance during operations.   Other options may suggest checking
headspace at times that may not ensure safety or reliability, as they do not prioritize the necessary pre-firing
checks that are integral to combat readiness and equipment safety.

6. Which of the following components is included in the METT-T framework?
A. Medics
B. Enemy
C. Tactics
D. Transport

The METT-T framework is a critical planning tool used by military leaders to assess a situation and make
informed decisions. It stands for Mission, Enemy, Terrain, Troops, and Time. In this context, "Enemy" is a
fundamental component of the METT-T analysis, as it involves evaluating the capabilities, tactics, and potential
movements of the opposing force. Understanding the enemy's strengths and weaknesses is essential for
formulating effective strategies and counter-moves during operations. The knowledge gained from this analysis
allows military leaders to anticipate challenges, allocate resources properly, and develop tactics that can exploit
enemy vulnerabilities.  The other components, while important in military planning, do not fit within the METT-T
acronym and, therefore, are not considered part of this specific framework.
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7. What is the main characteristic of enfilade fire?
A. It is used at extreme angles to the target
B. It coincides with the long axis of the target
C. It employs interlocking fields of fire
D. It is effective in close-quarters combat

Enfilade fire is characterized by firing along the length of a target, maximizing the effectiveness of the fire
against a straight line of troops or a long structure. This method allows for a larger area of impact, as the rounds
travel down the longer dimension of the target, striking multiple soldiers or structures in a line. When weapons
are oriented in such a way that they are parallel to the target’s longer side, they create a significant advantage,
allowing for more rounds to hit the target effectively.  This aligns well with strategic tactics since the goal is to
inflict maximum casualties or damage by targeting the enemy at their most vulnerable angle. In contrast, other
elements of fire positioning such as extreme angles or interlocking fields of fire focus on different tactical
benefits, but they do not strictly define enfilade fire as its positioning corresponds directly to the target's long
axis.

8. What is the muzzle velocity of the Mk-19 machine gun?
A. 500 fps
B. 750 fps
C. 790 fps
D. 1000 fps

The muzzle velocity of the Mk-19 machine gun is approximately 790 feet per second (fps). This measurement
refers to the speed at which the projectile leaves the barrel of the weapon once fired. Understanding muzzle
velocity is crucial for gauging the weapon's effectiveness, accuracy, and range. The Mk-19 fires 40mm grenades,
and a muzzle velocity of 790 fps is sufficient to allow the round to reach effective ranges for engagement while
also accounting for the specific ballistic characteristics of the grenades it fires. The other options listed do not
accurately reflect the Mk-19's muzzle velocity, which has been tested and documented as being around 790 fps.

9. What is Immediate Action in response to a stoppage?
A. Delay responses to analyze the situation
B. Prompt action taken to reduce a stoppage without investigating the cause
C. Initiate a detailed inspection of the weapon
D. Notify a supervisor immediately

Immediate Action in response to a stoppage refers to the quick and effective measures taken to address a
malfunction or interruption in the firing process without taking time to analyze the cause of the issue. The
primary goal of Immediate Action is to restore the weapon to operational status as swiftly as possible, allowing
the user to continue engaging the target or to safely cease fire as needed.  This prompt action is crucial in a
dynamic combat environment where time and situational awareness are critical. By executing Immediate Action
steps, a Marine can minimize downtime and maintain effective fire support, which is essential in maintaining
tactical advantage. The steps typically involve clear, predefined movements to clear the stoppage, such as
charging the weapon or checking the feed mechanism.  In contrast, the other options involve responses that
either delay action or require lengthy procedures. For example, delaying responses to analyze the situation
would waste valuable time in a combat scenario, while initiating a detailed inspection or notifying a supervisor
could lead to unnecessary downtime and the potential for increased risk in a combat environment. Immediate
Action prioritizes efficiency and speed over detailed analysis, which is why it is the correct response to a
stoppage.
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10. When is it necessary to perform a five point safety check?
A. Before firing
B. When loading ammunition
C. When clearing the weapon
D. After maintenance

A five point safety check is essential when clearing the weapon. This procedure ensures that the weapon is fully
safe and free from any rounds that might unintentionally discharge. The five points typically include checking
the chamber, the magazine, and ensuring the safety is on, among other critical checks, which together confirm
that the weapon poses no risk during the clearing process.  This safety measure is particularly important
because it prevents misfires and accidents that could occur if a weapon is not properly cleared. Conducting this
check after maintenance also plays a crucial role in ensuring that no issues were introduced during the servicing
of the weapon, but the primary context of needing to perform a five point safety check is indeed centered around
the clearing of the firearm to confirm it is in a safe state.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://usmcmachinegunnery.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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