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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. Who is responsible for conducting the tightness testing of a temporarily
closed UST?
A. The tank owner
B. A certified UST supervisor
C. A state inspector
D. A maintenance technician

2. What is considered the breathing range of oxygen?
A. 16 to 18%
B. 19.5 to 21%
C. 20 to 22%
D. 22 to 25%

3. What should be done if a release is suspected from a UST?
A. The owner/operator should ignore it
B. Notify the Department of Ecology and conduct an investigation
C. Wait for a government inspection
D. Remove the tank immediately without reporting

4. What is the range of safe oxygen readings for most petroleum products?
A. 0 to 5%
B. 1 to 10%
C. 10 to 15%
D. 15 to 20%

5. Why is community involvement important in UST assessments?
A. It distracts from the remediation process
B. It fosters trust and provides local knowledge
C. It complicates the assessment process
D. It is legally required
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6. What does "environmental due diligence" relate to in the context of
underground storage tanks (USTs)?
A. Monitoring ongoing environmental compliance
B. Assessing potential environmental liabilities before acquiring property
C. Evaluating the economic benefits of leasing land
D. Implementing new technological solutions for USTs

7. What does the term "release" refer to in the context of USTs?
A. The sale of petroleum products
B. The processing of hazardous substances
C. The spilling or leaking of petroleum or hazardous substances
D. The transfer of ownership of a UST

8. What is the purpose of a combustible gas indicator (CGI) at a UST site?
A. To measure temperature variations
B. To detect flammable gases in the atmosphere
C. To enhance fuel efficiency
D. To monitor ground water quality

9. What does the term "leak detection" entail?
A. Periodic inspections of tanks
B. Continuous monitoring of USTs to identify unauthorized releases
C. Annual review of safety protocols
D. Installation of monitoring equipment only

10. Is release protection required during temporary tank closure?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Only if hazardous materials are involved
D. Only for a full tank
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Answers
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1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. C
8. B
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. Who is responsible for conducting the tightness testing of a temporarily
closed UST?
A. The tank owner
B. A certified UST supervisor
C. A state inspector
D. A maintenance technician

The responsibility for conducting the tightness testing of a temporarily closed underground storage tank (UST)
rests with a certified UST supervisor. This individual is trained and qualified to perform the necessary
procedures to ensure that the tank is secure and not leaking, which is critical for environmental protection and
compliance with state regulations. Tightness testing checks the integrity of the UST system and helps to prevent
potential groundwater contamination.  Having a certified UST supervisor conduct this testing ensures that the
procedures follow industry standards and regulatory requirements. Their expertise allows them to interpret
testing results accurately and to address any issues that may arise. This not only safeguards the environment
but also protects the owner from potential liabilities associated with leaks or failures of the UST system.

2. What is considered the breathing range of oxygen?
A. 16 to 18%
B. 19.5 to 21%
C. 20 to 22%
D. 22 to 25%

The breathing range of oxygen for humans is best defined as being between 19.5% to 21% in the atmosphere.
This range is significant because it represents the level at which oxygen is sufficient for normal respiratory
function. At concentrations lower than 19.5%, individuals may begin to experience symptoms of oxygen
deficiency, including dizziness and impaired cognitive function. Meanwhile, levels above 21% are still typically
safe, but they may not be necessary for vital function.   Understanding this breathing range is critical, particularly
in occupational safety and health, as environments with oxygen concentrations below 19.5% can pose a health
risk and require specific safety protocols to ensure worker safety. This is why the answer that identifies this
specific percentage range as the breathing range is correct.

3. What should be done if a release is suspected from a UST?
A. The owner/operator should ignore it
B. Notify the Department of Ecology and conduct an investigation
C. Wait for a government inspection
D. Remove the tank immediately without reporting

If a release is suspected from a UST (Underground Storage Tank), the appropriate action is to notify the
Department of Ecology and conduct an investigation. This response is critical because environmental safety and
public health are at stake whenever a petroleum or hazardous substance release occurs.   The Department of
Ecology is responsible for overseeing environmental protection in Washington State, including the management
of underground storage tank systems. By notifying them, you ensure that trained professionals can assist in
assessing the situation, determining the extent of the release, and implementing necessary remediation
measures. Prompt action allows for an investigation to be conducted, which may include soil and groundwater
testing to ascertain the extent of contamination.  The other options do not address the necessary legal and
safety protocols required when a release is suspected. Ignoring the issue can lead to extensive environmental
damage and legal liabilities. Waiting for a government inspection may delay the response to potential
contamination. Removing the tank without proper reporting not only violates regulations but could also
exacerbate environmental harm. Therefore, notifying the Department of Ecology and conducting an investigation
is the most responsible and legally required response to a suspected release.
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4. What is the range of safe oxygen readings for most petroleum products?
A. 0 to 5%
B. 1 to 10%
C. 10 to 15%
D. 15 to 20%

The range of safe oxygen readings for most petroleum products is critical for ensuring safety during handling
and storage. Typically, petroleum products are flammable and can pose explosive hazards if they are present in
an environment with too much oxygen. The correct answer indicates that the safe range of oxygen readings is
typically between 1 to 10%. This range allows for sufficient oxygen to support combustion without reaching
levels that would significantly increase the risk of fire or explosion.   Higher oxygen levels can lead to a
heightened risk of combustion, while levels below 1% may not provide enough oxygen for safe operation in a
controlled setting. Therefore, maintaining oxygen readings in the specified range is essential for the safety of
operations involving petroleum products and helps to prevent potentially hazardous situations.   The other
options reflect oxygen levels that might either be too low for safe combustion processes or too high, creating
safety risks in environments where petroleum products are present.

5. Why is community involvement important in UST assessments?
A. It distracts from the remediation process
B. It fosters trust and provides local knowledge
C. It complicates the assessment process
D. It is legally required

Community involvement is essential in Underground Storage Tank (UST) assessments for several key reasons,
notably in fostering trust and tapping into local knowledge. When community members are actively engaged in
the assessment process, it helps to build a transparent relationship between the assessing parties and the
residents, which can lead to increased public trust in the outcomes of the assessments and any subsequent
remediation efforts.   Local residents often have valuable insights about the history of the site, previous
environmental incidents, and the surrounding ecology that can inform the assessment process. This input can
enhance the quality and efficacy of the assessment by providing context that might not be captured through
standard methodologies. Additionally, community involvement ensures that the perspectives of those most
affected by the USTs, such as potential health impacts or environmental concerns, are considered, leading to
more comprehensive solutions.  Collectively, these factors underscore the importance of incorporating
community involvement as a fundamental aspect of UST assessments rather than seeing it as an ancillary
element or a burden on the process.
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6. What does "environmental due diligence" relate to in the context of
underground storage tanks (USTs)?
A. Monitoring ongoing environmental compliance
B. Assessing potential environmental liabilities before acquiring property
C. Evaluating the economic benefits of leasing land
D. Implementing new technological solutions for USTs

"Environmental due diligence" refers to the process of assessing potential environmental liabilities before
acquiring property, particularly in the context of underground storage tanks (USTs). This assessment is critical
because USTs can pose significant environmental risks due to the possibility of leaks or spills that can
contaminate soil and groundwater. By conducting thorough due diligence, potential buyers or investors can
identify existing or potential issues related to USTs and evaluate the risks involved, which helps inform their
decision-making process regarding property transactions.  This process typically includes conducting Phase I
Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) to identify any historical or current USTs on a property, understanding
the environmental condition of the site, and determining if further investigation or remediation is required. By
obtaining this information beforehand, buyers can negotiate better terms, budget for potential cleanup costs, or
even decide against the purchase if the risks are deemed too high.  The other options relate to important aspects
of environmental management, but they do not directly define the concept of environmental due diligence.
Monitoring ongoing compliance ensures that operations meet regulatory standards; evaluating economic
benefits focuses more on financial considerations rather than environmental risk assessment; and implementing
new technologies pertains to solutions rather than the assessment phase itself. Each of these elements plays a
role in managing USTs,

7. What does the term "release" refer to in the context of USTs?
A. The sale of petroleum products
B. The processing of hazardous substances
C. The spilling or leaking of petroleum or hazardous substances
D. The transfer of ownership of a UST

In the context of underground storage tanks (USTs), the term "release" specifically refers to the spilling or
leaking of petroleum or hazardous substances from the tank. This definition is crucial because releases can lead
to significant environmental contamination and pose health risks to nearby communities. Understanding this
term is essential for those responsible for monitoring and managing USTs, as it emphasizes the importance of
maintaining the integrity of the storage tanks to prevent environmental harm.   While other options present
actions related to petroleum products and hazardous substances, they do not encapsulate the urgent
environmental concern associated with accidental discharges, which is the focus of the term "release" in UST
regulation and oversight.
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8. What is the purpose of a combustible gas indicator (CGI) at a UST site?
A. To measure temperature variations
B. To detect flammable gases in the atmosphere
C. To enhance fuel efficiency
D. To monitor ground water quality

The purpose of a combustible gas indicator (CGI) at a UST site is to detect flammable gases in the atmosphere.
This is vital for ensuring safety during site assessments and remediation activities. A CGI monitors the presence
of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and other flammable gases that may be emitted from underground
storage tanks or from contaminated soil.   These indicators help assess potential hazards, allowing personnel to
take appropriate precautions to avoid explosions or fires. By providing real-time feedback on gas
concentrations, a CGI plays a crucial role in maintaining a safe working environment, especially in areas where
flammable substances could accumulate. Understanding the levels of flammable gases is essential in risk
management at UST sites, aiding in compliance with safety regulations.

9. What does the term "leak detection" entail?
A. Periodic inspections of tanks
B. Continuous monitoring of USTs to identify unauthorized releases
C. Annual review of safety protocols
D. Installation of monitoring equipment only

The term "leak detection" specifically refers to continuous monitoring of underground storage tanks (USTs) to
promptly identify any unauthorized releases of hazardous substances or pollutants into the environment. This
process is crucial for preventing environmental contamination and ensuring public safety. Continuous
monitoring systems are designed to detect even small volumes of leaks at any given time, allowing for rapid
response and mitigation efforts.  In contrast, periodic inspections, although important for overall tank
maintenance and regulatory compliance, do not provide the same level of real-time monitoring as continuous
systems. An annual review of safety protocols is crucial for ensuring that all safety measures and procedures
are up to date, but it does not actively monitor for leaks. Additionally, while the installation of monitoring
equipment is part of the overall leak detection strategy, it does not encompass the ongoing process of
monitoring that is characteristic of true leak detection systems. Thus, the option that best captures the essence
of leak detection is indeed continuous monitoring.
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10. Is release protection required during temporary tank closure?
A. Yes
B. No
C. Only if hazardous materials are involved
D. Only for a full tank

During temporary tank closure, release protection is not required. This means that if a storage tank is
temporarily closed and not actively dispensing or storing regulated materials, the stringent measures typically
needed to prevent leaks and releases into the environment are not mandated at this stage.   Temporary closure
generally implies that the tank system has been emptied and cleaned, reducing the risk of leakage significantly
compared to an operational tank. While best practices may still encourage certain precautions to prevent any
possible releases, regulatory requirements for release protection measures specifically apply to active use
situations where hazardous materials could be present. As a result, the absence of an active threat creates a
regulatory environment where release protection during temporary closure is not mandated.   It's essential to
consider the implications of each option. While hazardous materials might require more careful handling, the
rules surrounding temporary closure themselves do not escalate the need for release protection. This
understanding is critical for those involved in the handling and regulation of underground storage tanks to
ensure compliance with state standards and to assess the safety of tank operations effectively.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://washingtonstate-ustsiteassesment.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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