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IntroductionIntroduction

Preparing for a certification exam can feel overwhelming, but with the right tools, it becomes
an opportunity to build confidence, sharpen your skills, and move one step closer to your
goals. At Examzify, we believe that effective exam preparation isn’t just about
memorization, it’s about understanding the material, identifying knowledge gaps, and
building the test-taking strategies that lead to success.

This guide was designed to help you do exactly that.

Whether you’re preparing for a licensing exam, professional certification, or entry-level
qualification, this book offers structured practice to reinforce key concepts. You’ll find a
wide range of multiple-choice questions, each followed by clear explanations to help you
understand not just the right answer, but why it’s correct.

The content in this guide is based on real-world exam objectives and aligned with the types
of questions and topics commonly found on official tests. It’s ideal for learners who want to:

• Practice answering questions under realistic conditions,
• Improve accuracy and speed,
• Review explanations to strengthen weak areas, and
• Approach the exam with greater confidence.

We recommend using this book not as a stand-alone study tool, but alongside other
resources like flashcards, textbooks, or hands-on training. For best results, we recommend
working through each question, reflecting on the explanation provided, and revisiting the
topics that challenge you most.

Remember: successful test preparation isn’t about getting every question right the first
time, it’s about learning from your mistakes and improving over time. Stay focused, trust the
process, and know that every page you turn brings you closer to success.

Let’s begin.
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How to Use This GuideHow to Use This Guide

This guide is designed to help you study more effectively and approach your exam with
confidence. Whether you're reviewing for the first time or doing a final refresh, here’s how to
get the most out of your Examzify study guide:

1. Start with a Diagnostic Review

Skim through the questions to get a sense of what you know and what you need to focus on.
Your goal is to identify knowledge gaps early.

2. Study in Short, Focused Sessions

Break your study time into manageable blocks (e.g. 30 – 45 minutes). Review a handful of
questions, reflect on the explanations.

3. Learn from the Explanations

After answering a question, always read the explanation, even if you got it right. It reinforces
key points, corrects misunderstandings, and teaches subtle distinctions between similar
answers.

4. Track Your Progress

Use bookmarks or notes (if reading digitally) to mark difficult questions. Revisit these
regularly and track improvements over time.

5. Simulate the Real Exam

Once you're comfortable, try taking a full set of questions without pausing. Set a timer and
simulate test-day conditions to build confidence and time management skills.

6. Repeat and Review

Don’t just study once, repetition builds retention. Re-attempt questions after a few days and
revisit explanations to reinforce learning. Pair this guide with other Examzify tools like
flashcards, and digital practice tests to strengthen your preparation across formats.

There’s no single right way to study, but consistent, thoughtful effort always wins. Use this
guide flexibly, adapt the tips above to fit your pace and learning style. You've got this!
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Questions
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1. What is the collected treated effluent from an intermittent sand filter
discharged by?
A. A gravity discharge underdrain or a pump discharge underdrain
B. Only by direct evaporation
C. Engines used for pressure discharge
D. A surface-level outlet

2. What must be obtained prior to beginning construction of an OSS?
A. Certification from a licensed installer
B. A permit
C. A health and safety inspection
D. Community approval

3. What is the minimum liquid volume required for a sewage tank treating
waste from non-single-family residential sources?
A. 500 gallons
B. 750 gallons
C. 1000 gallons
D. At least 1000 gallons

4. What is a Holding Tank Sewage System (HTSS) designed to do?
A. Automate sewage treatment on-site
B. Collect and temporarily store sewage for transport
C. Eliminate the need for sewage treatment
D. Replace all conventional systems

5. What is the required setback distance from the edge of a drain field for
up-gradient foundation drains?
A. 5 feet
B. 10 feet
C. 30 feet
D. 50 feet
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6. What is a primary use of pressure distribution systems in septic
installations?
A. Treat and dispose of effluent lower in the soil
B. Avoid potential contamination of ground water beneath excessively

permeable soils
C. Reduce the amount of effluent treatment required
D. Promote anaerobic conditions in the drainfield

7. What is the definition of an additive in the context of septic systems?
A. A product meant for aesthetic purposes only
B. A commercial product added to improve performance
C. A chemical that stabilizes sewage
D. A local health officer's recommendation

8. What is the definition of extremely gravely soil?
A. Soil with less than 15% rock fragments
B. Soil with 30% to 60% rock fragments
C. Soil with 60% or more, but not less than 90% rock fragments by volume
D. Soil composed entirely of clay

9. What is required for an outlet baffle screen or filter in terms of
maintenance?
A. Service must be more frequent than other system components.
B. It must perform functions without loss of performance between routine

service events.
C. It should be replaced annually.
D. Routine service should be done by a licensed technician only.

10. What characterizes a massive structure in soil layers?
A. The layering of soil into distinct parts
B. The soil layer appears as a coherent solid mass not separated into peds
C. The presence of various soil textures mixed together
D. The compact state of soil in agricultural zones
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Answers
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1. A
2. B
3. D
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. C
9. B
10. B
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Explanations
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1. What is the collected treated effluent from an intermittent sand filter
discharged by?
A. A gravity discharge underdrain or a pump discharge underdrain
B. Only by direct evaporation
C. Engines used for pressure discharge
D. A surface-level outlet

The collected treated effluent from an intermittent sand filter is discharged by a gravity discharge underdrain or
a pump discharge underdrain. This method is integral to the design of the septic system, where the effluent, after
being treated by the filtering action of the sand, needs a reliable removal mechanism to prevent ponding and
ensure continued operation.  Gravity discharge utilizes the natural slope of the land to allow treated effluent to
flow away from the filter, relying on gravity to move the water into the next phase of treatment or disposal. This
system is often preferred for its low operational cost and minimal energy requirement. In cases where the
landscape does not allow for gravity flow, a pump discharge underdrain can be employed. This system actively
removes the effluent by using mechanical pumps to convey it to a designated area, ensuring proper drainage
regardless of the site conditions.  The other options presented do not accurately describe how effluent is
discharged from an intermittent sand filter. Direct evaporation, surface-level outlets, and engine-driven pressure
discharges are not standard methods for discharging treated effluent from these systems, as they do not
effectively manage the volume of effluent produced or may lead to inadequate treatment outcomes.

2. What must be obtained prior to beginning construction of an OSS?
A. Certification from a licensed installer
B. A permit
C. A health and safety inspection
D. Community approval

Before starting construction of an On-Site Sewage System (OSS), it is essential to obtain a permit. This permit
ensures that the proposed system complies with local regulations, environmental standards, and health
requirements. The permitting process typically involves an evaluation of the proposed site, soil conditions, and
compliance with zoning laws, making it a crucial step in ensuring that the OSS is designed and constructed
safely and effectively.  Having a permit before construction allows regulatory agencies to ensure that the system
will function properly and not pose a risk to public health or the environment. This process also provides the
necessary oversight to follow best practices in septic system installation and maintenance, ultimately
contributing to public safety and ecological sustainability.   While other aspects such as community approval,
health inspections, and certifications from licensed installers may play roles in the overall process, the permit is
the primary legal requirement that must be secured to legally commence any construction activities related to an
OSS.
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3. What is the minimum liquid volume required for a sewage tank treating
waste from non-single-family residential sources?
A. 500 gallons
B. 750 gallons
C. 1000 gallons
D. At least 1000 gallons

The minimum liquid volume required for a sewage tank treating waste from non-single-family residential
sources is at least 1,000 gallons. This volume is established to ensure that the tank can adequately handle the
volume of sewage generated by multiple users. Non-single-family residential sources, such as commercial
buildings, restaurants, or institutions, typically produce larger quantities of waste, necessitating a larger tank
capacity to allow for proper treatment and prevent overflow.  A tank with at least 1,000 gallons provides
sufficient space to accommodate variations in sewage flow and ensures that solids can settle properly, allowing
the tank to function effectively over time. Additionally, this capacity helps optimize the anaerobic digestion
processes that occur within the tank, enhancing the breakdown of organic matter and minimizing the risk of
clogs or other issues associated with smaller tanks.   Smaller volumes, like those in the lower choices, are
generally not appropriate for non-single-family situations due to the increased volume and variability of waste
produced, which could compromise the effectiveness of the sewage treatment system.

4. What is a Holding Tank Sewage System (HTSS) designed to do?
A. Automate sewage treatment on-site
B. Collect and temporarily store sewage for transport
C. Eliminate the need for sewage treatment
D. Replace all conventional systems

A Holding Tank Sewage System (HTSS) is specifically designed to collect and temporarily store sewage until it
can be transported to a treatment facility. This type of system is particularly useful in areas where conventional
septic systems are not feasible due to soil conditions, water table levels, or other environmental factors.   The
holding tank functions by receiving sewage from a property's plumbing, ensuring that the waste is contained
until it reaches a sufficient volume for transportation. This design allows for proper management of sewage
disposal by preventing overflow and ensuring that waste is taken to a location where it can be treated safely.
While it does not treat sewage on-site or eliminate the need for treatment altogether, it plays a crucial role in
managing waste in a controlled manner until it can undergo proper treatment.
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5. What is the required setback distance from the edge of a drain field for
up-gradient foundation drains?
A. 5 feet
B. 10 feet
C. 30 feet
D. 50 feet

The correct requirement for the setback distance from the edge of a drain field for up-gradient foundation drains
is indeed 10 feet. This setback is crucial in preventing potential contamination of the drain field and ensuring
that the drainage systems function properly without interference.  Foundation drains are designed to manage
groundwater around a building, redirecting it away to prevent water from accumulating near the foundation. If
these drains are located too close to the drain field, there is a risk that they may draw water from the drain field
or alter the natural flow of water, leading to issues such as flooding or saturation of the drain field, which can
compromise its effectiveness.   Maintaining this 10-foot distance helps ensure that the groundwater
management system operates efficiently while safeguarding the integrity of the septic system. Having this
required setback in place protects both public health and the environment, delivering on best practices for septic
system installations.

6. What is a primary use of pressure distribution systems in septic
installations?
A. Treat and dispose of effluent lower in the soil
B. Avoid potential contamination of ground water beneath excessively

permeable soils
C. Reduce the amount of effluent treatment required
D. Promote anaerobic conditions in the drainfield

The primary use of pressure distribution systems in septic installations is to avoid potential contamination of
groundwater beneath excessively permeable soils. These systems function by distributing effluent over a larger
area and applying it under pressure, which allows for more uniform distribution across the drainfield. This is
particularly important in areas with highly permeable soil, where effluent can quickly travel through the soil
layers and reach the groundwater before it has had sufficient time to be treated effectively.  By controlling the
flow of effluent and enhancing its dispersion, pressure distribution systems help to prevent localized saturation
and over-concentration of effluent in one area, which can lead to groundwater contamination. This method
ensures that effluent is adequately treated by the soil, allowing for better filtration and reducing the risk of
pathogens and nutrients leaching into the groundwater.   Using pressure helps to manage the infiltration rate,
which is critical in maintaining the effectiveness of the treatment process, especially in soils that might
otherwise allow effluent to bypass treatment due to their high permeability.
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7. What is the definition of an additive in the context of septic systems?
A. A product meant for aesthetic purposes only
B. A commercial product added to improve performance
C. A chemical that stabilizes sewage
D. A local health officer's recommendation

In the context of septic systems, an additive is defined as a commercial product that is specifically designed to
enhance the performance of the system. These products may help in breaking down solids, improving the
efficiency of the bacterial action within the tank, and assisting in the treatment of effluent before it is dispersed
into the drain field. The additives can increase the overall functionality and lifespan of the septic system by
addressing specific issues like excessive buildup or slow drainage.  While aesthetic purposes might be a
consideration for some products, they do not serve the primary function required in managing waste. A chemical
that stabilizes sewage might suggest a function similar to that of an additive, but it does not encompass the
broader spectrum of performance improvement that additives are designed for. Recommendations from a local
health officer can provide important guidance, but they do not define an additive's role or function within a septic
system.

8. What is the definition of extremely gravely soil?
A. Soil with less than 15% rock fragments
B. Soil with 30% to 60% rock fragments
C. Soil with 60% or more, but not less than 90% rock fragments by volume
D. Soil composed entirely of clay

Extremely gravely soil is defined as soil that contains 60% or more rock fragments by volume, but it cannot
exceed 90% rock fragments. This definition aligns with the characteristics of soil that has a high concentration
of gravel, which impacts its drainage and suitability for certain applications, such as septic systems. Such a high
percentage of rock fragments indicates that the soil's ability to retain moisture and nutrients is limited, making it
less ideal for growing plants, but also affecting how septic systems function due to the limited capacity for
effluent absorption and filtration.   Understanding the composition of extremely gravely soil is crucial for septic
installers because it informs decisions about site suitability, design requirements, and system performance. In
contrast, the other options describe soils with varying fragment percentages, none of which meet the criteria for
being classified as extremely gravely, thus leading to different implications for soil management and septic
system installation.
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9. What is required for an outlet baffle screen or filter in terms of
maintenance?
A. Service must be more frequent than other system components.
B. It must perform functions without loss of performance between routine

service events.
C. It should be replaced annually.
D. Routine service should be done by a licensed technician only.

The requirement for an outlet baffle screen or filter is that it must perform its functions without loss of
performance between routine service events. This means that while regular maintenance is essential, the system
should be designed to effectively filter solids and prevent them from entering the drain field during normal
operation.   This consistent performance ensures that the septic system operates efficiently, helping to maintain
its longevity and effectiveness in treating wastewater. It’s crucial for the filter or screen to remain effective
between servicing to prevent clogs and subsequent system failures, which could lead to more serious
environmental and health hazards.  The other aspects of maintenance, while important, do not emphasize the
necessity for ongoing effective performance in the same way. Ensuring that the filter can perform adequately
between maintenance checks is fundamental to a functional septic system.

10. What characterizes a massive structure in soil layers?
A. The layering of soil into distinct parts
B. The soil layer appears as a coherent solid mass not separated into peds
C. The presence of various soil textures mixed together
D. The compact state of soil in agricultural zones

The defining characteristic of a massive structure in soil layers is that the soil appears as a coherent solid mass,
without being separated into smaller aggregates or peds. This means that when examining a massive soil
structure, there will be little to no visible differentiation in the soil's composition or texture, giving it a uniform
appearance.  In contrast, other options describe different soil structures. The layering of soil into distinct parts
indicates a stratified structure, where different soil horizons can be identified, which is not characteristic of a
massive structure. The presence of various soil textures mixed together suggests a heterogeneous mixture,
rather than the uniformity found in a massive structure. Lastly, the compact state of soil in agricultural zones
refers more to soil density and compaction rather than the structural form it takes; compact soil can have
various structures, not just massive. Therefore, the focus on the coherence and lack of separateness into peds is
what distinctly characterizes a massive soil structure.
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Next StepsNext Steps

Congratulations on reaching the final section of this guide. You've taken a meaningful step
toward passing your certification exam and advancing your career.

As you continue preparing, remember that consistent practice, review, and self-reflection
are key to success. Make time to revisit difficult topics, simulate exam conditions, and track
your progress along the way.

If you need help, have suggestions, or want to share feedback, we’d love to hear from you.
Reach out to our team at hello@examzify.com.

Or visit your dedicated course page for more study tools and resources:

https://wossasepticinstaller.examzify.com

We wish you the very best on your exam journey. You've got this!
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